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he Commons: now it geip dirty 


Guerrilla warfare in the Commons 
was declared by Labour and the 
Ubfenal Democrats last night after 
\ Government whips were caught 
' red-handed cheating in Monday 
rightis crucial fisheries vote. 

Haying lost its overall majority, the 
Government now feces aNew Year 
of attrition from an Opposition that 

united in outrage at Government 
. deceit ; 

-In a warning of tfie campai gn to 
come, the Labour Chief Whip, Don- 
ald Dewar, said the Opposition par- 
ties would now be “erasing the 
. signposts*' and setting up ambushes, 
to trap and wear down the Govern- , 
meat 

The Commons crisis broke over 
the result of the first of two fisheries 
. votes on Monday ni g ht , when an Op- 
I position attack was defeated by an 
| 12-vote majority for the Government. 


In the run-up to that vote, re- 
garded as a cliff-hanger test of the 
Government’s ability to win after 
Labour’s victory in the Barnsley 
East by-election, whips on both ■ 
sides of the House began inaldng 
arrangements last Thursday to “pair” 
sick and absent MPs. 

Pairing is a tried and tested 
parliamentary tradition, which 
allows Ministers and MPs to go 
abroad, and MPs to remain in their 
sick-beds, without having to dash 
back to Westminster for important 
votes. 

In the run-up to the fisheries 
vote,- Labour had four MPs it want- 
ed to pair, the Liberal Democrats 
had three - a total of seven. 

But in a double-dealing exercise 
that left the two Opposition parties 
aghast wheB it emerged yesterday in 
the aftermath of the vote, the 
Government’s -pairing whip, Derek 
Conway, gave Labour and* the Lib- 
eral Democrats just four names - 


pairing three Tories with six Oppo- 
sition MPs. 

Thai dupbdiy emerged in the ear- 
ly hours of yesterday when whips 
combed through the division lists, 
looking for an explanation for the 
Government’s larger-than expected 
majority. 


Wftjb the nine Ulster Unionists 
abstaining, the Government should 
have .won by eight votes. If the 
Unionists had voted against the 
Government, it would have lost 
by one, because dissident back- 
bencher Sir John Gorst abstained as 
part of bis protest against the threat- 


ened closure of a local hospital 
casualty unit- Clearly anticipating 
. the risk of defeat, Mr Conway 
tricked Labour and the liberal 
Democrats to save the day for the 
Government. 

Yesterday, both Mr Dewar and the 
Liberal Democrat Whip, Archie 
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Kirkwood, demanded an immediate 
explanation from the urbane AJas- 
tmr Goodlad, the Tpiy Chief Whip. 

No explanation »ras provided at 
that meeting, so tftSpwo Opposition 
parties agreed on?f£ spontaneous 
protest - withdrawing all pairing 
arnmgememsfrom JS^Januaiy, when 
theCommoris remms from its 
Christmas break, it 

But then, in brings from the 
Government Whip^fomce, journal- 
ists were told that^e Opposition 
were “bad losers"; impairing agree- 
ments had been brpfem and the last 
time pairing, arrw&cxnents were 
withdrawn, in 1993 .Jpc Government 
majority went up. ^ 

“It’s a good amfip for us, from 
now to May," one senior Toiy whip 
said. i;.: 

The Government whips’ office 
compounded the feforry, saying it did 
not do deals with -the Liberal De- 
mocrats - effectively calling Mr 
Kirkwood abar. 


for us, from 


When the unofficial Conservative 
reply was relayed to Mr Dewar, one 
of die calmest characters in Lhe 
Commons, he was incandescent with 
anger. A Labour whip said later “We 
are now scraping people off the wall 
down here." 

The Labour source said h was 
now entirely possible that all behind- 
the-scenes deals between the two 
front benches would be broken off. 

Earlier, in a joint statement, Mr 
Dewar and Mr Kirkwood had said 
“The pairing system is built on trust. 
If trust is destroyed, the system is un- 
workable. 

“lb offer the same pairs to Labour 
and Liberal Democrats in a key vote 
is conduct that cannot be over- 
looked or excused. It smacks of de- 
ceit and dishonesty." 

One Tbry backbencher said last 
night that the affair confirmed what 
he had always believed, that “one 
Tory is worth two Opposition MPs 
any day". 


Six aid 
staff 
killed 
tin cold 
blood 


Phil Reeves 

Moscow . 

Christopher Betiamy 

London 


The Red Cross pulled all but 
.1 handful of its western staff out 
of Chechnya yesterday after 
masked Jailers shot dead six for- 
eign aid workers -includiiig five 
women nurses - in the bloodi- 
est attack on the humanitarian 
agency in its 130-year history. 

Themurders, cold-blooded- 
ly carried our while the victims 
slept in their beds, are the 
worst ever violation of the fre- 
quently abused neutrality under 
which" Red Cross staff have 
staked their lives to help victims 
of countless wars. 
r They sent a wave of shock 
and revulsion around aid agen- 
cies, deepening their alarm 
over the growing evidence that 
their rights are being treated 
with contempt in conflict zones, 
and that their workers - often 
young western professionals - 
are increasingly at risk. ' 

“TTicre is a dramatic trend in 
which there is no respect for the 
Red Cross or other agencies," 
said Thieny Meyrat, head of 
delegation for the Internation- 
al Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRO in Moscow. They were 
being compelled to adopt a 
more military style, increasing 
the risk of being made a target 

Other international agencies 
were also discussing plans to 
withdraw from the Caucasian 
republic, at least until the killers 
were found. Their crime bad 
the hallmarks of a carefully 
planned operation; Mr Meyrat 
said the assassins had used 
guns equipped with silencers. 

ft happened at around 4am 
vesterday, when masked men 
broke into a hospital, a clearly 
marked Red Cross centre, 
which sits at the bottom of a hill 
at the entrance to the small 
Chechen town of Novye Atagj, 
11 miles south-west of Chech- 
nya’s wrecked capital, Grozny. 
Thcv broke down bedroom 
doors, 1 and shot their victims in 
bed. 

The'hospilal employs 15 ex- 
patriates, and ISO locals. None 

of the latter was hurt, although 

a foreign worker was injured. 

The murdered aid workers 
were a Dutch architect and 
nurses from New Zealand, 
Canada, Spain and Norway. 
They had been working at the 
hospital since September, when 
it was set up, using funds from 
the Norwegian Red Cross , 
specially to care for victims 
of Chechnya's 21 -month war. 

Although the motive remains 
uncertain, aid sources were 
sure itwas political. They point- 
ed out that the assassinations 
looked suspiciously like a 
calculated attempt to disrupt 
the republic's elections on 27 
January. „ 

Chaos returns, page < 



bones put to 
test of time 


Roger Dobson 


Bones found in a casket at St 
David's Cathedral in Wales 
are bring tested to see if they 
could be the relics of the prin- 
cipality's patron saint 

Tiny slivers of bone have 
been taken for examination 
and dating at Oxford Univer- 
sity's radio-carbon accelerator 
unit, using techniques similar 
to those applied to the Thrin 
Shroud. 

The bones were found by 
19th century workmen with 
other relics in a 4ft casket but 
have not been scientifically 
tested before. 

The Rt Rev Huw Jones, the 
Bishop of St David’s and the 
126th HKxanbent since the saint, 

said yesterday he was excited at 
the possibility of linking the re- 
mains to his predecessor, who 


died in 601, was canonised in 
1120 and whose relics disap- 
peared in 1538. “In the 26th cen- 
tury there was a determined 
effort to break up the colt of St 
David and the official shrine and 
relics disappeared,” he said. 
“Until then pilgrimages here 
had a high profile. Three pil- 
grimages to St David’s were the 
equivalent of one to Jerusalem 
and two were the equivalent of 
one trip to Rome.” 

The casket was found hidden 
in the walls of the cathedral, at 
St David’s in west Wales. Inside 
were the bones of three people, 
including long leg and thigh 
bones that have been linked by 
some to St David. 

The tests will establish if the 
bones are from the same peri- 
od as the saint, whose name 
fingers on in scores oTVRdsh vil- 
lages called Uandewi *. 


Will you give Mary 
a bed this Christmas? 



Cult figure: The image of St David in Cardiff city hall. Bones found in a casket could be the relics of Wales’ patron saint Photograph: Rob Stratton 
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Technicians were last night ur- 
gently inspecting tanks of soya 
at a Liverpool processing plant, 
after bio-saboieurs claimed to 
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icallv engineered food. 

The break-in, which took 
place at the plant, owned by 
C&egjll. on Monday night, is the 
first time that environmental ac- 
tivists in Britain have said they 
have purposely contaminated a 
food component in order to stop 
its use. An unsigned notice 
delivered to The Independent 
yesterday said that “the conta- 
minant is hazardous and can 
cause serious long-term prob- 
lems." The contaminant was not 
specified, . 

Soya oil is used in toe man- 
ufacture of a huge range of 
foods, including biscuits, bread, 
p baa., margarines and pastnes. 
CandD-is one of the largest man- 
ufacturers in the UK, produc- 
ing the oD from imported soya 
beans. 

A company spokeswoman 


saidTast night, “At present we 
have not been able to verify this, 
but .we are taking it very seri- 
ously, as there might be issues 
of food safety. But we are con- 
cerned that we don’t do any- 
thing to cause worry among 
■ consumers. " She said Cargill 
was unaware of the claims 
until contacted by The Inde- 
pendent. “We are now search- 


' mous group, follows the harvest 
' and import from the US earli- 
er this year of soya beans which 
have been genetically engi- 
neered to resist a herbicide. US 
exporters refused to separate 
them from normal spya beans, 
meaning that food made using 
those beans could not be la- 
belled as “genetically modi- 
fied". Supermarkets and 
retailers condemned the deci- 
sion, and some European coun- 
tries called for a boycott of US 
produce. 

Greenpeace spokesman 
. Adam Wolf said: “It certainty 
wasn’t us who did this. Itis part 
of our culture never to do 
things anonymously - we exist 
to bear witness.” Three weeks 
ago, Greenpeace activists, tried 
but failed to stop a cargo ship 
from unloading the first con- 
. jjgnment of 56,000 tonnes of 


Victory for Sau nders 

The former Guinness chair- 
man Ernest Saunders won asig- 
. niftcant victory when a 
European court ruled that this 
trial for fraud represented a 
breach of his human rights. 
The Serious fraud Office 
pledged to oppose strongly any 
attempt to get his convictions 
quashed. Page 2 


Asylum laws killed 
European leaders have quietly 
agreed to write off 40 years of 
human rights laws, by propos- 
ing that European citizens 
should no longer have the right 
to claim asylum in another 
member state of the EU. Hu- 
man rights groups have react- 
ed with anger. * Pages 9 St 11 


Barings criticism 

A co mmi ttee of MPs severely 
criticised the auditors Coopers 
& Lybrand, the Securities and 
fii tuxes Authority and the Bank 
of England for railing to detect 
deficiencies in the management 
of Barings bank ahead of its 
£800m crash. Page 14 
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At 16, Mary ran away from a Me of abuse. Today 
she is homeless. Could you sleep easy on Christmas 
Eve knowing she was shivering in a bus shelter? 

You can help keep Mary, and thousands of vulnerable 
people like her. sale and warm over Christmas. With 
£25 from you. Crisis can provide a warm bed. hot 
meals, clean dothes and someone to talk to at one _ 
of our shelters. 

As the days count down to Christmas, over 2,000 
homeless people are counting on Crisis. Were counting ' 
on you. Our service depends on public donations. So 
please send your £25 today - in time to help us buy 
the bedding, food and clothes we need to bring Mary 
in from the cold. 


Countdown to Christmas 


ingour factories," she said. 
The protest, by an anony- 


modified ones, to reach Britain 
from the US. 

Bob Baehr, of the more mil- 
itant Earth First!, said last 
night: “Personalty I think this is 
a great thing and I'd shake the 
band of whoever did it. 


Mansell says no 
Nigel Mansell has derided 
against making a return to For- 
mula One with Jordan-Peu- 
geot next season. He said he did 
not have enough time for the 
job. Page 22 
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Yes, I’ll keep homeless people warm: 
□ £I5 □£25 .D£50 □ £250" otter £ 

1 enclose a cheque made payable to Crisis. OR debit my: 

0 Visa O Access O Switch 1- other 

rww* ///////////////// 
^Last three digits of Switch card nn It Switch issue no. L._ 
Expiry date t Signature .. 

1 Gifu of £250 or more are worth almost a third extra to uj under Gift Aid 


Name (caps) Mr/MrsfM* . 
Address 


Postctwto 

OR please phone our donation Kne 0500 10 99 99 


2^>isis,PO Bm 13295, Freepost EOQ379 1, London El IBR ^ 
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The Tories arc tetchy, Labour's ' 

tetchy, I’m tetchy. It's that time 

or year when preparing to be ; 

happy is driving us all mad Onh» Jmm 

the Ulster Unionists are anar- -l 1) — 

fected by the season and J 

that’s because they are always, 

pers and'then (if 

minister) enduring the depart- -K. ,/ 

mental Christmas lunch (at /rL^J 

which you cannot afford to rjfrTvw* 

misbehave) - you stagger into- ,‘ c ( ' 

the House ana sit uncomfort- Uv. 

ably in the Chamber, the juices YOU Stagger VltO 

’of the various beverages, pud- 

dings and roasts you have con- .. tJl6 HOUSBf 

sumed congealing in the bends 

and comers of your digestive .'•*• CkrisfMGS lUYlCfl 
system. And then some bastard • • : \ 

usfcs you a question. : , COflgeaMng M VOUY 

If you're very unlucky - a* ' 

Environment minister Robert digestive SySt&Wl 


Jones was- this wQl be Rhodri ' 
Morgan (Lab. Cardiff West) 
wanting to know about "faecal 
streptococci" (or poo. as we 
English call it) in welsh sea- 
water. Now, mis was die lad; 
dung that die fastidious Mr 
Jones wanted to talk about, and 
he replied thus: "The hon- 
ourable gentleman revels in 
undermining the British tourist _> 
industry!” 1 . Morgan's col- 
leagues {Efcfcme) presumably 
betipe ihat it is the faecal ' 
strcjytocdbii that do the under- ' 
mining: a swimmer finding her- 
self face to fifce with drifting 
ordure will not blame Rhodri 

he^^ttentim^^^Mchael 
Meadier (remember him? He’s 
in the shadow cabinet) pointed 
out that -this year -47 beach- 
es were found to be bekjw stan- 


dard - some chronically - an 
ifiereaSe over 1995. 

The bearded Mr Jones (who 
by now had conqdefielyJmgo^- 
ten that the ostensible purpose 


are not funny and] 
> I. shall be. gratefali 



significant shorts 


him to be asked qiwaions and 
then to answer thcm)"tQfcl'Mr 
Meadier all "aboatthe“last 
Labour government, ofwhicfahe 
was a. particularly undistin- 
guished member"-. Maybe. But 
wheaevesl see statin the water, 
IshaflahgpysrhiDkbfMrJones. 

This 'scatological theme 
spilled -over (so to speak) into . 
Prime Minister's Questions. 
Maria. Fyfe (Lab, Glasgow 
Maiyhill) kicked off with a 
question m Gaelic (1 think) in 
which the only words that I 
could make out were “restrict- 
ed incontinence pads to two per 
person”. (I know that such pads 


toeoori and Christinas dncuKft, 
it was all getting to me). Mr Ma- 
jor is more gracious than hfe ju- 
nior colleague, and fbrebore 
from accusing Ms lyfe erf talk- 

ingdown the British saaitaiyin- 

dustxy. Instead lie reminded, 
everyone of the 70 iroprovo- 
ments In primary health care 
announced that very day- 
' It only remained for Tony 
Blair to .wish the Prime Minis- 
ter a Happy Christmas - which 
be did m to own inimitable way 
by asking for the umpteeesuh 
t«ng about the BSE crisis. Most 
of usin the gallery have only to 
hear the words "What is the 
date by which...” before we 
groan with boredom, run our 
arthritic fingers through our 


tbiming locks, aid’ 
on fturth w» are " 
about' tins yet 
;i"- Each time h 
discovers from 
jaotimetable for the 1 , 

- be' -lifted, and then reminds 

him that -backihMa^^aidj 

it would all be avef J^^rot- 1 

of Mr Blair. And^^SjSpse , 
examines tiahwiuro^Se'Zlst 
May-.thedayrmwtri^MrMar 
jordedared&BSeamandlhl- 
low War officially open - they 
will discover what the FM.se- 
cretly knows: that this exercise 
in foreigner-barring, blame- 
' shifting, banner-waving' and 
back-covering was both- -dis- 
creditable and(inevitably) 
futile. Only when he admits it 
should he be aftowed'Qgl^the . 
hook. Harrumph. ' , 


UK red-faced as Saunders wins 


European Court 
says Guinness boss 
convicted over 
Distillers battle 
was tried unfairly 

Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 


The Serious Fraud Office yes- 
terday pledged strongly to op- 
pose any attempt by the former 
Guinness chief Ernest Saunders 
to get his fraud convictions 
quashed after the European 
Court of Human Rights ruled 
his trial had been unfair. 

The Strasbourg judges said 
the prosecution's use of tran- 
scripts of interviews obtained 
under compulsion by Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry in- 
spectors investigating the 1986 
Guinness takeover of Distillers 
broke Article 6 of the European 
Convention of Human Rights, 
which guarantees a right to a fair 
triaL Use of incriminating in- 
terviews was a “marked depar- 
ture" from one of the basic 
principles of fair procedure. 

While Britain's judge. Sir 
John Freeland, endorsed the 
judgment, the ruling is stin a se- 
rious embarrassment to the 
Government, which sought to 
urge the court to interfere less 
in UK affairs and which had 
wanted finally to dose the door 
on the Guinness scandal. 

Instead, the ruling has 
opened the way for Mr Saun- 
ders to ask the new Criminal 
Cases Review Commission to 
consider sending his case back 
to the Court of Appeal for 
what would be the third time. 

The inspectors' report into 
the affair is also expected to be 
published. SFO investigative 
powers are less draconian than 
those available to DTI inspec- 
tors under the 1985 Companies 
Act. But yesterday's decision 
could have far-reaching ramifi- 
cations for other City legislation, 
including the 1986 Financial 
, Services Act. which regulates in- 
vestment businesses and like- 
wise obliges witnesses to answer 







8 - 





Cause celebre: Mr Saunders savouring yesterday’s decision. He may try again to have his coovicjti 



questions on pain of imprison- 
ment, and some insolvency 
powers. Mr Saunders was one 
of four convicted over an ille- 
gal share-support operation 
which secretly paid out £25m in 
“success fees” and comm is- 
sons in return for help in boost- 
ing the Guinness share price In 
the £2.7bn battle for Distillers 
against the Argyll Group. 

Statements obtained by the 
inspectors, David Donaldson 
QC and lan Watt, were to form ' 
the cornerstone of the prose- 
cutions for false accounting, 
theft and conspiracy and were 


used, the court said, to cast 
doubt on Mr Saunderses honesty 
and establish his involvement. 

Exactly 10 years after the in- 
vestigation began, a specially 
convened Grand Cfcamberof 20 
judges ruled 16-4 that Article 6 
protected the right to silence 
and the right of an individual 
not to incriminate himself. 
Whether or not the answers to 
the inspectors were directly in- 
criminating, they had been used 
“in a manner which sought to 
incriminate” and it was no de- 
fence for the Government to in- 
voke the public interest in 


investigating and punishing 
those responsible for complex 
corporate fraud. 

There was some consolation 
for the Government, as the 
court rejected claims by Mr 
Saunders of £3.6m in lost earn-, 
mgs and £lm for “anxiety, an- 
guish and imprisonment”. They 
also cut his claim for legal costs 
and expenses from £336360 to 
£75,000 after ruling the bulk of 
the fees, including those of Mr 
Saunders's unqualified advisers, 
George Devlin and to wife, had 
been unnecessarily iocurred or 
were unreasonable. Mr Saun- 


hls convictions _ _ 

r 9. * 

ders, who can now command 
£800 a d ay as a business con- 
sultant told a news conference 
he would have been acquitted 
if the evidence sow discredited 
by the Strasbourg court had 
been ruled inadmissible, saying 
he now felt “innocent/’ 

The Court of Appeal has 
twice before rejected pis chal- 
lenges to his convictions, al- 
though on the first occasion It 
halved his jail sentence in the 
light of medical reports sus- 
pecting the early stages of some 
form of Alzheimer-type dis- 
ease. The DU and SFO sensed 


on the fact time the couri: de- 
clined to speculate on whether 
tiie outcome of the trial would 
have been different had the 
transcripts not been used. 

Human-rights experts wel- 
comed the ruling but exasper- 
ation in government codes 
yesterday was such that the 
Tbry Euro-sceptic, Sir Ivan 
Lawrence, chairman of the 
Conmions Home Affairs Select 
Committee, declared himself in 
favour of incorporating the Eu-r 
ropean convention mto British 
law so that cases could be de- 
cided by British courts. 


Unions urge block on £500m pension windfall 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

RuiJ unions have culled on the 
pensions ombudsman in .stop a 
£5ti0m rail pensions surplus 
being distributed to private rail 
companies. 

The move came yesterday as 
the Government faced the 
prospect of having to pay hack 
LlivS’m taken from the pension 
fund of bus workers just before 
pnvntisaiionof the National Bus 
t.ompanj in |9»J». 

Richard Rosser, general sec- 


retary of the Transport Salaried 
Stalls Asstxnation (T5SA) said 
yesterday that the unions would 
try any way possible to prevent 
the privatised rail companies 
from benefiting from the sur- 
plus. 

He said ‘They stand to make 
a small jackpot out of these 
funds and yet they contributed 
nothing towards them.” 

The move by the unions 
came after Sir George Young, 
the Secretary of State for Trans- 
port. reacting to The Indepen- 
dent's revelation about the 


windfall yesterday defended 
the right of companies to daim 
these surpluses. 

He told BBC Radio 4’s To- 
day programme: “It is perfect- 
ly in order for any surplus to be 
shared between members and 
employers.” 

The' Pensions Ombudsman 
has already found in favour 
of National Grid and National 
Bus Company pensioners in 
their efforts to reclaim sur- 
pluses which ended up in com- 
pany or government coffers. 

Ycstcrdav, National Bus 


Company pensioners delivered 
a “Scrooge” Christinas card 
to lire Department of Transport 
to press their case to recover 
£lo8m appropriated by] the 
Government after the privati- 
sation of the company. 

In September, the Pensions 
Ombudsman ruled that the 
Government bad no right to the 
money from the Bus Employ- 
ees Superannuation Trust, and 
told tire pension-fund trustees 
to take all practical steps to 
recover the money from the 
Department of Transport. 


Eddie Wignall, a former bus 
driver from Barnsley, said: 
“Some pensioners are getting 
£20 a week less became the 
money was taken. 

"The surplus should have 
gone to the employees,” he 
added. 

Until this week, the two 
trustees were junior civil 
servants who, according to the 
union, were reluctant to take 
action against their own 
department. 

However, the department 
has now decided to replace 


the trustees with the offidalso- 
Iidtor and, in a separate move, 
the onion has been told that 
it can begin a legal action 
against the trust if it does not 
comply with the Ombudsman’s 
ruling. 

Two weeks ago, the Pensions 
Ombudsman ruled that the Na- 
tional Grid should repay' tire 
£44m it tookfrom the pensions 
fund alter privatisation, open- 
ing the possibility fh»t a total 
of £50Qm may have to be paid 
back by privatised electricity 
companies. 


E. coli death 
toll continues 
to rise ; 

The Scottish E-coll food 
poisoning outbreak is how 
jhef second-worst onrccord 
with death bfits 13th . 
victim. 

' The Forth Valley Health - 
Board last night confirmed 
that a Trafl, and very, elderly" . 


Nursing Home, Bankhoac, 
Jhad died of the infection this 
afternoon. 

No details of the woman 
were given; but she to® being 
cared for at the home Where 
herconditKm had been giving 
staff cause for concern for 
several days. * 

Jbewomanisthe third 
pensioner at the home to 
have died of E. coli 0157 since 
the outbreak began. So far, ' 
five pensioners, one man anti 
four woman,- have died in 
Forth Wlcy.Health officials 
Bkve established a link 
between the Exoli cases at 
the home and cooked meat - 
bought from a Bonnybridge 
shop supplied by Wishaw 
butcher John M Barr& Son.- 


Leah Betts: no 
verdict reached 

The jury in tire case of Steven 
Packman, who was accused of 
buying the ecstasy tablet 
which killed Leah Betts in 
November- 1995, was 
discharged yesterday after 
faffing to reach a verdict 

The prosecution now has 
three days to decide whether 
it wfll seek, a re-trial in the 
case. Steven Packman, 18, of 
POnnd Lane, Zutiodon; w £ssex, 
denied being concerned with 
toe supply of the drag to • 
Leah and her frietid Sarah 
CargHk 

The judge atNonwich 
Grown Court, Mr Justice. 

Kay, told the jury of six men 
and six: women: "It has been 
obvious to me that yon all 
paid dose attention 
throughout the case. It is not 
your fault that at tire end of 
tire day you reached different 
views.” Louise Jury 

Bankers vote 
for walkout 

Staff at 3,00C\Llqy(^-TSB 
branches havwwjted for a 
Jesm faffi-d&waltafa oT 
'-Chri^rSsE® iii$n?oE&6F 
■ - managem ent** deemm to - 
stay open until 430pm. Their 
colleagues at Nafft&st 
however voted narrowly to 
keep working despite toe 
company’s dedsxm to make 
them work normal hours. 

JohnTbwnsend, assistant 
secretary at the Bmiking 
Insurance and Finance 
Union, stud tire decision by 
Lloyds staff was made in . 
defence of “family values and 
the right to a decent break at 
Christmas". 

He added that there had 
been no great clamour from 
customers to keep branches 
open late and to members 
would be walking out at 
1230pm. Cash dispensers 
would be fiHcd before staff 
leave. 

Barrie Clement 


Rape charge 
i toldiers home 
jSor Christmas 

: Six Army ofikers accused of 
rsa^ will be at home for 
... Christinas after they were ■ 
released on bail by a judge 
yesterday. 

The six; freed by Judge . 
Tail Oak at Oxford Crown 
Court, are due to be released 
from BqUingdon prison. They 
bad been hdd there on ~ 
remand charged with raping 
the woman between May 27 
. and 28 tto year. 

I . The accused men, all 

l EJectncal and Mectaical 
, Engineers, were released on 
condition that they, tod not 
contact any prosecution 

witnesses, reside where 
s instructed by the Army while 
' on duty ; ana at their home 
addresses while on leave. 

No Lockerbie 
service after 
Dunblane j 

Relatives of British victims of I 
foe Lockerbie air disaster i 
have decided against holding 
thehrcostomaiy memorial 
servioe in London this year. 

Sympathy for the ptigbtof 
l tire families bereaved ixtr 
f Dunblane -and a wish not to 
deflect attention from that ... 
massacre - was given as -one 
of the reasons. It will be< the 
first time in eight years that 
the Lockerbie disaster has . . 
gone unmarked by a pre- 
Christmas service in London. 

Fraud case 
diplomat flies 
out from U£ 

A senior woman diplomat 
has left Britain after her 
alleged involvement in a 
£36,000 housing benefit-and 
income support fraud. Iris 
Ramirez-Paget, First 
Secretary at the Honduran 
Embassy in London, wds ^ 
recafled to Honduras after 
the Foreign Office took up 
the issue. 

Aliens leave no 
claims bonufj 
untouched 

An insurance company^hich 
will pay £1 million tto week, 
to a man who took out a 
policy against being abducted 
by aliens, says it intends to 
make a prom by selling the 
evidence for the daim. • 

The insurer, GoodfcHow - 
Rebecca Ingrams Pearson 
Ltd, said It was negotiating 
with a US media group which 
is willing to pay more than£l 
million for physical evidence 
including photographic 
footage provided by Joseph- 
Carpenter, who says he was - 
abducted byalfa* 15 near 
Swindon in October. . 

Mr Carpenter insisted 
yesterday that his daim was 
not a hoax, and bis insurers 
said “We do not just pay out 
£1 million like that”. 



Budget problem. Finance solution. 
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A pioneering technique to help 
children without fingers by re- 
moving a toe and grafting it on 
to the hand was hailed as a suc- 
cess in a report published yes- 
terday by the British Society for 
Surgery of the Hand. 

This complex and rare oper- 
ation, previously thought suit- 
able only for adults who had lost 
a digit, was successfully carried 
out. on 40 children between 
the age of nine months and 14 
years at St James's University 
Hospital, Leeds. 

At first, doctors were unsure 
whether the technique could be 
used on children born with 
hand abnormalities, as they 
might not have the necessary 
tendons in their hands to graft 
on a new digit. Children’s blood 
vessels were also believed to be 
too small for such an operation. 

But 35 of the 40 children who 
underwent surgery between 
**1988 and 1994 were bom with 
♦hand, deformities. Five had 
hand injuries. 

The result may not be perfect 
hands -the transferred toes stiD 
look like toes -but with time and 
further surgery, children are 
able .to use the new digits as 


fingers. Depending on the de- 
gree of deformity at the start, 
the operation will restore a 
child’s ability to pinch, grasp or 
squeeze. 

A follow-up study showed 
that over 90 per cent were able 
to grip paper and Lego blocks, 
pull Lego blocks apart and 
twist jar fids on and off. 

One patient, 10-year-old 
Stacey Carter-Brooks, from 
York, was even able to realise 
her dream of playing the piano 
after surgery to her right hand. 

“1 know it is not a cosmetic 
hand,** said Mr Simon Kay, 
consultant plastic surgeon at St 
James’s University Hospital 
“But it’s an extrem^funcoona] 
hand. You have to be dear 
-about the goals of surgery, 
whether restoring function or 
appearance. Both of the cases 
are very important Hands are 
on view the whole time, like a 
face. You speak with your 
hands.'’ 

Having made the new digit 
function, Mr Kay works on 
restoring feeling and flexibility 
to the “finger* and revisiig its ap- 
pearance. A year after the ini- 
tial graft, the palp under the 
toes is removed to make them 

less Nobby and more finger-fike. 

. • i. i-. v - t . « » 


Stacey Carter-Brooks (above) plays the piano for her mother. The ground-breaking surgery, In which toes are transferred to the hand, (below 
left) can give a remarkable increase in the prehensile function of the hand (below right) Photographs: St James's University Hospital/m 



In some cases, the tendons and 
joints are loosened to allow 
greater movement, and the new 
lager becomes stronger with 

rime ... 

Nearly every child thought 
the appearance of then* hands 
bad mqffoved, and 71 per cent 


said that they used their new 
digits almost all the time. In 
none of the cases wasthexe any 
negative impact on the child’s 
happiness, confidence or seif- 
consdonsness. 

Only 34 per cent experienced 
teasing, but this was thought to 


relate to the hand deformity in 
general and not the toe trans- 
plant The effect of removing a 
toe from a healthy foot wa? also 
less drastic than expected, as its 
absence is not glaring and scar- 
ring is limited. 

According to the report, the 


best time for this type of surgery 
is at the age of two. when the 
child can get over the experi- 
ence of going to hospital more 
quickly. 

Experts are not sure how 
many children are bore, with 
hand abnormalities, and not all 


sufferers are suitable for this 
treatment, which is still very 
rare. Sri far, only around 100 
toe to hand operations have 
been carried out since the ear- 
ly Seventies. The first such op- 
eration was conducted on an 
adult in 1968. 



Jojq Moyas . 

Record amounts are being 
spent on charity Christmas 
cards, with many buyers ap- 
parently not realising that their 
chosen charity may receive less 
than 2 per cent of the sale price. 

Labour is calling for charities 
to receive a statutory minimum 
share from shops selling Christ- 
mas cards in their name, after 
unpublished figures from the 
Charities Advisory Trust re- 
vealed many “royalties” to be 
shockingly low. 

The worn offender in a sur- 
vey of this year’s Christinas 
cards is a set sold by the chain 
Books Etc and published by 
Roger la Borde, from which 
charities for the homeless 


receive 1.8 per cent. 

That compares to the 2fl per 
cent given by Debenhams to the 
CanrerRe^archCaz^>ajgnfi?r 
. Debenhams’ own-brand chari- 
ty cards, or the 25 per cent of 
Card Aid, the CAT’s own out- 
let for more than 100 charities. 

Charities license their names 
to publishers for a share in roy- 
alties, often determined by the 
publishers themselves. Nigel 
Griffiths, Labour’s consumer af- 
fairs spokesman, said be had 
been pressing the mdusoy to set 
higher royalty targets. 

“Ttyo per cent is ridiculous. I 
would like to see 30p in the 
pound,” be said “The problem 
is that the lottery has put a lot 
of pressure on chanty funding, 
so charities are being virtually 


blackmailed into letting their 
names be used for very low re- 
turns. If someone offers you 
£5fi00,you might not realise that 
they’re making £100,000.” 

Publishers say their profit is 
m formal. But while they make 
the donations to charity, retail- 
ers make handsome, largely 
undisclosed profits from the 
cards, as well as receiving the vic- 
arious goodwill of shoppers. As 
the donation is fixed, the high- 
er the retail price, the lower the 
percentage the charity receives. 

John Proctor, managing di- ‘ 
rector of Scribbler, a retailer 
whore charity cards, with an av- 
erage 4 per cent donation, are 
among the worst in the survey, 
said he considered them “juk 
another product line" and that 


profit mar g ins were irrelevant. 

Hilary Blame, CATs director, 
said chains such as Woolwoitbs 
and Sainsbtny’s were “nxusding 
in” on the charily end of the 
£350m Christinas card market, 
cutting coss by publishing their 
own while donating around 10 
per cent There's an enonnous 
amount of profit there,” she said. 

Saxnsbtny’s, one of the few 
stores to comment, refused to 
say if it made a profit on chari- 
ty cards, butstressed that it sup- 
ported charities all year round. 

In recognition of fears that 
charities were being exploited, 
the 1992 Charities Act forced 
Christmas card publishers to 
state how much money goes to 
the given charity. According to 
the CAT many such statements 


are at best opaque and at worst 
misleading, using terms like 
“retailer's purchase price”. 

One batch of royalty cards 
sold through Books Etc states: 
“By buying this card you have 
made a donation of 8 per cent 
of the wholesale price to 
Friends of the Earth.” The ac- 
tual percentage of the £3-50 sale 


willing to bite the hand that 
feeds. A spokesman for Shelter 
said the average profit it would 
accept would be about 10 per 
cent. “But if, for example, you 
manage to get a deal with WH 
Smith for 2-3 per cent, with their 
huge distribution that would 
be quite a good deaL” 


1 

1 


am 

L _ _ THE WORST 

Kcsauer 

unamy rercemage or reran 


price to charily 

. Books Etc 

“Homeless Charities" 

1.8 

(Scribbler . 

Shelter, Crisis 

2.0 

Neal Street 

Care Britain Trading 

2.9 

; Heals 

Friends of the Earth 

3.0 

• DH Evans 

Greenpeace 

5.0 

* John Lewis 

Macmillan Cancer Refief 

5.3 

‘ Habitat 

Save The Children 

5.6 

: Rymans 

Oxfam 

6.7 

' Post Office Shops 

Save the Children 

7.9 

; Waitrose 

WaterAid 

8.6 

‘ 

THE BEST 


: Card Aid 

100+ charities 

25.0 

. Clinton . 

ICRF ■ 

20.2 

, Debenhams 

Cancer Research Campaign 

20.0 

; Paperchase 

Honeypot Home 

18.2 

; John Lewis 

RNIB 

14.2 

: WH Smiths 

Guide Dogs for the Blind 

13.3 

Rymans 

Bamardos 

12.5 

jTesco 

Muscular Dystrophy 

11.0 

•JWooIworths 

RSPCA 

10.1 

| Post Office Shops 

Oxfam 

10.1 

Figures compiled by Charities Advisory Trust 



goes 
crackers 
over pay 
disgrace 


Homeworkers in Britain are 
paid between lp and 2p for 
making a Christinas cracker 
which sell in the shops for any- 
thing up to JE2L50. 

Boots the chemist is sup- 
plied by women working at 
home as "sub-contractors” who 
earn just over 2p, while work- 
ers who are contracted to Fine 
Art Developments, which sup- 
ply many high street retailers, 
receive around Up. The Na- 
tional Group on Homeworking 
estimates Unit some people are 
paid considerably less than lp. 

Ian McCartaey, Labour’s 
chief cmploymem” spokesman, 
said the wage rates were not 
high enough to be portrayed as 
poverty wages. “This is slave 
labour,” he said. "Scrooge sim- 
ply isn’t a character in Dickens, 
the tragedy is that he actually 
exists. The pay of homeworkers 
is a disgrace. I wonder how 
many people who are buying 
their Christmas cradtere in high 
street stores realise how little 
the people who are making 
them are paid-” 

Mr McCartney said that un- 
der a Labour government a 
statutory national minimum 
wage would include home- 
workers for whom pay is diffi- 
cult to police. 

Denise McKenna, acting co- 
ordinator of the National 
Group on Homeworking, said 
the amount of money paid to 
workers who supplied Boots was 
at the top of the range. “Many 
are paid far less. One compa- 
ny pays £8 for L000 Christinas 
crackers. If you are desperate 
for money you will work for vir- 
tually nothing,” she said. 

A spokeswoman for Boots 
pointed out that the retail price 
included materials, transport 
and retaQ costs. Id a letter to Mr 
McCartney from Jayne Mayled, 
head of customer services at the 
company, she insisted that the 
flexibility offered to workers was 
often very attractive to those 
with family responsibilities. 

This method of working is 
particularly suitable for the do- 
mestic arrangements of a num- 
ber of people as it provides them 
with an opportunity to earn 
money whilst continuing to look 
after their famfljes at home and 
without the necessity to travel to 
and from a workplace." 

Homeworkers making Boots 
crackers are supplied with a 
“kit” of components necessary 
to produce a batch of 1,800 
crackers, for which they are paid 
between £3880 to £49.60. 

She said typical earnings per 
week ranged from £25 to £166 
with one worker earning £221. 
However, it should be empha- 
sised that each home-worker 
could determine the amount of 
work he or she wished to un- 
dertake and therefore also the 
consequent remuneration. 

A spokesman for Fine Art 
Developments said trials had 
shown that homeworkers were 
capable of earning £6 an hour. 
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Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


Parental choice, the keystone of 
the Government's education 
policy, is in danger of collapse 
as school admissions risk grid- 
lock, an influential independent 
body said yesterday. 

Contradictions in govern- 
ment policy and weak local au- 
thorities are to blame, says the 
report from the Audit Com- 
mission, which offers a power- 
ful critique of the Governmeafs 
efforts to introduce market 
forces into schools. 

One in five parents now fails 


to get thefr first choice of school 
- twice as many as previous of- 
ficial estimates - and m inner 
London the %ure is almost halt 

While popular schools are 
bursting at the seams with over- 
sized classes, unpopular ones 
have 900,000 empty places. 

• One school in sot is less than 
75 per cent full while one in 
three breaks die Government’s 
restrictions on the number of 
pupils it admits. 

The Conservative educa- 
tional reforms have tried to raise 
standards by encouraging 
schools to compete for pupils 
and funds. In the schools 


marketplace, ministers be- 
lieved, the strong would flour- 
ish while the weak would get 
better or go to the walL But the 
Commission says the reality is 
different. Government attempts 
to promote competition be- 
tween schools have failed either 
to improve struggling schools or 
to force them to dose. 

Although the Government 
has said that it wants popular 
schools to expand, it has not 
provided the money for them 
to do so. 

Meanwhile, the contradic- 
tions in Conservative policy axe. 
encouraging the waste or mil- 


lions of pounds each year. At 
least 40 per cent of surplus 
places could be removed .with- 
out endangering parental 
choice at a saving of £100m, the 
report says. 

Yet the Government’s de- 
termination to persuade schools 
to opt out of local authority con- 
trol makes counrils uhwflung to 
close schools. Ministers have 
allowed more than 40 schools 
under threat of closure to be- 
come grant maintained. 

“While they want oversub- 
scribed schools to expand, the 
Department For Education win 
not usually provide money for 


this while empty places exist in 
neighbouring schools. 

Some reforms have led to im- 
portant changes but market 
reforms have leftlocal author- 
ities with too little power to 
intervene in admissions and 
planning; “Unwanted and un- 
necessary school places lock 
up scarce resources whidi could 
be used elsewhere. Class sizes 
continue to rise in popular 
schools. Appeals are on the in- 
crease. Schemes for. school 
rationalisation are decreasing. 
Government and local author- 
ities blame each other. The. 
system risks gridlock.* 




The CammisacMfa^^di&ii 
to conduct apofl intothempn- 
ber of parents who get thCTfet 
choice of school. Aboutiff^er 
cent failed, to secure a ptep&ni 
their first titokd scfcoo^axfd a 
further 9 per cent did nw ex- 
press* genuine preference^ be- 
cause the? believed they had no 
chance of gcttmg.'aplace at the 
schootthat ' 

In some places parents Ik, ■ 
a bewildering array of admis- 
sions arrangements; mainly- be- 
cause of new types of school 
created tty the Government 
In Sutton Coldfield, Birm- 
ingham, parents may express a 


j to seven dif- 
at types of school and have 
to deal with six different ad- 
missions authorities. They can 
bold on to asbeaf of offistsand 
not make their final choke un- 
til the start of term. 

Plans for successful schools 
to tun less successful ones, 
which were suggested on Mon- 
day by Ibny Blair, the Labour 
Party leader, have ako been ouT- 
‘ined in the report. .. 

Robin Squire, the education 
minister .‘accused the Commis- 
sion of devaluing its research by 
reaching simplistic condufflons. 
There was no gridlock, he said. 


“As the commission ac- 
ftnm rierigeSr Government poli- 
cies have driven up standards. 

- I am sure that it is not suggest- A 

ing a return to die dreaiy. i 
monolithic system of educa- 
tion bereft of choice,” Mr 
Squire commented. 

But David Blunkett, 
Labo ur's education spokes m an, 
said: Today's report is a dev- 
astating indictment of how the 
Tbries have failed on key aspects 
of their education policy. Hie 
report warns of the need for 
sensible local planning and 
backs Labour's proposal for 
regular education plans* 


IRA jailings 
safe despite 
lab errors 


Ian Burrell 


The Government is to consider 
setting up a new Inspectorate of 
Forensic Sciences after an offi- 
cial report criticised the han- 
dling of evidence by the 
Government's forensic explo- 
sives laboratory (FEL). 

Professor Brian Caddy, of 
Strathclyde University, set up an 
inquiry last May after it 
emerged that a laboratory cen- 
trifuge used by FEL to test 
evidence against bombing 
suspects was contaminated by 
traces of an explosive known as 
RDX, found in Semtex. 

Yesterday, however, Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary, 
told the Commons that Pro- 
fessor Caddy’s report cast no 
doubt on the safety of the con- 
victions of 14 IRA terrorists 
thought to have been affected. 

During a five month inquiiy 
into 124 cases, including the 
IRA convictions. Professor 
Caddy found that the Govern- 
ment laboratory was seriously 
under resourced. 

He called for it to be given 
more money to employ extra se- 
nior staff and to buy monitor- 
ing equipment to limit the risk 
of future contamination of 
forensic evidence. 

The professor also recom- 
mended improvements in the 
storage of case records and a re- 
view of procedures for the 
recovery of items taken from the 
scenes of explosive incidents. 

He found that there had 
been an error in the monitoring 
of background levels of 
explosive" traces associated 
with the centrifuge in the 
laboratory. 

Professor Caddy described 
this error as “a scientific over- 
sight which is unacceptable and 
is much to be criticised". 

However, none of the control 
samples analysed were conta- 
minated within the centrifuge, 
he concluded. 

Professor Caddy said; “From 
my view of all FEL case files 
over the period 1988 to 1996 in 
which the explosive RDX was 
involved. I can find no evi- 
dence which leads me to believe 
that the explosive trace evidence 
is unsound." 


Mr Howard responded to 
the inquiry by saying: “The 
findings in the report do not 
therefore necessitate the re- 
ferral of any of the cases to the 
Court of Appeal.” 

The Home Secretary con- 
ceded: “The discovery of ex- 
plosives contamination in the 
centrifuge was a grave matter 
and one which raised serious 
questions about the reliability 
of the forensic evidence which 
had been submitted Ity the 
FEL iu some serious criminal 
cases.” 

Among the cases consid- 
ered by Professor Caddy were 
those of Harrods bombers 
Patrick Hayes and Jan Ihyior. 
He also looked at the case of 
Sean McNulty, jailed for 25 
years after being convicted of 
involvement in the 1993 bomb- 
ing of an oil terminal at North 
Shields and a gas depot near 
Gateshead. 

David Hammond, McNul- 
ty’s solicitor, said: “All these 
matters should be referred to 
the Court of Appeal. 

“Sean McNulty was convict- 
ed by a majority verdict on en- 
tirety circumstantial evidence. 
If one of the jurors was pre- 
pared to acquit him what would 
have been the effect if they had 
heard that the most damming 
evidence against him came 
from a contaminated 
machine?” 

Mr Hammond said his client 
had a pending application for 
leave to appeal against his con- 
viction. “This report wflj be very 
relevant." he said. 

Professor Caddy’s proposal to 
create a position of Her 
Majesty’s Inspector of Forensic 
Science Services would enable 
the appointee to act as an ex- 
ternal monitor of Britain’s 
forensic science community, 
with a legal right to enter any 
laboratory and assess the staff 
and their work. An annua] re- 
port would be submined to the 
Home Secretary. 

Mr Howard said the Gov- 
ernment would consider such an 
appointment but added that the 
proposal went beyond the rec- 
ommendations of the report of 
the Royal Commission on 
Criminal Justice in June. 



Winter , one of the four Sheldon tapestries at Hatfield House, Hertfordshire, the seat of the Marquess of Salisbury. The tapestry’s restoration was 
recently completed by a skilled volunteer group set up by Lady Salisbury which will celebrate 20 years' work next month Photograph: David Rose 


‘Evita’ puts spotlight on creative feud 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


A very English coolness be- 
tween two knights of the realm 
could put a cloud on the Hol- 
lywood glitz of the film premiere 
of the year, when Evita opens 
in London tomorrow. 

And whether even Madonna 
- the star of the film - can man- 
age to get Evita's creators. Sir 
Andrew Lloyd Webber and Sir 
Tun Rice to share the same cin- 
ema is looking uncertain. 

She certainly has not man- 
aged to get them to share the 
same room. When Madonna 
gives a press conference today 
she will have Sir Andrew at her 
side. But Sir Tim, who has 
been invited, will nol be present. 

Sir Tim failed to attend the 
American premiere in Los An- 



No love lost: Sir Tim Rice and Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber 


gcles at the weekend, prompt- 
ing Sir Andrew to say. “I don’t 
know wbal gets into his head. 
He's a funny boy sometimes.” 


Sir Tim was not available for 
comment yesterday. But his 
spokeswoman said; “Tim has 
other plans ... He is nol really 


a first-night person, though he 
might go as he hasn’t seen the 
film of Evita yet. 

Sir Urn’s ex-wife, Jane Rice, 
entered the fray yesterday, com- 
plaining in a letter to a news- 
paper “It would be helpful if 
journalists who write about fa- 
ta would not refer to it as an An- 
drew Lloyd Webber musical 
It was Tim Rice's idea in the first 
place; all the initial research in 
1974 was done by him, and 
eveiyword of the show was writ- 
ten by him.” 

A close associate of Sir An- 
drew said yesterday “Of course 
it’s not just an Andrew Lloyd 
Webber musical, but journalists 
probably write that because 
Tim never shows up.” Sir An- 
drew’s spokesman said*. “An- 
drew is very much looking 
forward to seeing Tim on 


n GET CLOSER TO THE ACTION WITH 
THE LATEST STEREO TECHNOLOGY 


Sky broadcast the majority of top movies in 
Dolby Surround Sound. So why not get even 
closer to the action with the 3D Spatial Sound 
MSS 290 or Home Cinema MSS 1000. 
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Thursday. We assume that he 
will be there.” 

It was also noticed that Sir 
Tim failed to attend the first 
night last month of another of 
their joint ventures, the West 
End revival of Jesus Christ Su 
perstar. He said he was on hol- 
iday in Lowestoft at the time. 

Sir Andrew's biographer, 
Jonathan Mantle, said yester- 
day. “Tim Rice has felt very ag- 
grieved that he has been 
replaced over the last 18 years 
by so. called jobbing tyridsts. 
LJoyd Webber is a control freak 
who is prepared to blow out a 
friendship that Tim Rice 
thought would last for ever. 
Rice, I am sure, is resentful .. 

• “In a way it is appropriate 
that Evita should highlight their 
disillusionment with each dth 
ec. for it was while working on 
the original in the Seventies that 
drey began to gettather irritated 
with each other. Rice was too 
laid bade for Andrew. He would 
gp off and watch cricket instead 
of coming to meetings. Lloyd 
Webber hated that” 

Adapting the original musi- 
cal to film meant director Alan 
Parker having to bring Rice and 
Lloyd Webber together. He 
bad 146 changes to the original 
score and tyncs to submit to 
them. He also wanted one new 
song. Parker recalls: “The pos- 
sibility of these two gentlemen 
ever collaborating again was, 1 
was told by many who knew 
them well, an idealistic but not 
overly practical notion.” They 
did eventually meet, but worked 
separately on the new song. 


Quality 
alert on 
overseas 
degrees 

Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 




British universities have been 
warned to tighten monitoring of 
degree courses they run over- 
seas after auditors uncovered 
weaknesses in quality controls. 

Higher education watchdogs 
said gaps in quality control 
could lead to future problems 
with the franchised courses, 
which are worth billions of 
pounds to UK institutions. 

Though most of the tens of 
thousands of students taking 
British degrees overseas were 
getting a “reasonable deal", 
some universities were retying 
more on luck than good prac- 
tice to control standards. 

They would need to intro- 
duce more rigorous procedures 
to ensure that qualifications is- 
sued ity foreign institutions in 
their name were of the same 
quality as those taught in 
Britain, or risk triggering sus- 
picion abroad that UK degree 
standards were slipping. .ft. 

The study by the Higher Ed’-''' 
ucation Quality Council, which 
covered 20 overseas links in 
Greece, Hong Kong, Malaysia, 
Singapore and Spain, comes 
shortly after two British insti- 
tutes not included in the sam- 
ple ran into difficulties with 
foreign programmes. 

Southampton and Swansea 
institutes of higher education 
were both criticised Ity the 
council tins year for failing to 
ensure quality checks on de- 
grees offered abroad matched 
the level of scrutiny at home. 

The coimdl's director of qual- 
ity assurance Peter Wiliams 
said yesterday the survey had not 
uncovered any honor stories, 
“though that is not to say that 
honor stories don’t exist". 

UK universities, some of 
whom had set up partnerships 
only recently, were still on a 
learning curve, he said. “We did 
find good programmes but we 
also found a lot of what we 
would call variable practice - 
that is practice which we did not 
feel added up to security." 

Most universities had failed 
to set out clearly enough in ini- 
tial agreements with partner 
institutions overseas arrange- 
ments for checking standards 
and safeguarding foe interests 
of students, foe study found. 

Responsibility for monitoring 
had onen been left: to individ- 
ual departments in foeliome 
university, hampering quality 
control. Some universities bad 
rushed into deals despite know- 
ing little about a partner insti- 
tution “to beat off potential 
.competitors”. In some cases, 
said foe report, foreign gov- 
ernments had gained foe im- 
presskm that British universities 
relaxed entry requirements and 
standards for degrees offered 
abroad, triggering scepticism 
about UK higher education. 

The council yesterday pub- 
lished a beefed-up code of 
practice, and is planning a se- 
ries of “audit” visits next year. 
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Prison for 
hard men 
in cash 
card fraud 


lari Burrell 
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It was to have been one of the 
biggest crimes in history. The 
great hole-in-the-wall swindle 
aimed to turn that icon of mod- 
enrconvenience banking; the 
cash dispenser, into the instru- 
ment that brought British banks 
to their knees. 

John “Little Legs” Lloyd, an 
underworld hardman. and his 
partner Kenneth Nqye, wanted 
for the M25 road-rage murder, 
hand-picked a tram of criminals 
to pull off an £800m fraud. 

filoyd was jailed for five years 
at London's Southwark Crown 
Court yesterday after admitting 
the conspiracy, and his son-in- 
law: Stephen Selon, 42, was 
also jailed for four years; Gra- 
ham Moore, 32, and Paul Kidd, 
36 ’’were both jailed for five 
years, and Moore's brother 
Stephen, 41, for three years. 

John Maguire, 36, was sent to 
prison for two years and Billy 
Hdward, 55, was. given a sus- 
pended two-year prison sen- 
tence and fined £50,000. 

The gang was thwarted by an 
unlikely crime-busting team, 
made up of a softly-spoken 
prison chaplain and a comput- 
er .wizard who once tried to bum 
his wife and rfiflri to death. 

The swindlers' plan bad been 
to use the help of corrupt 
British Telecom technicians to 
tap into the telephone lines 
which link cash dispensers to 
bank computers. The taps 
would have given the gang ac- 
cess to confidential information 
about tens of thousands of ac- 
counts which was to be down- 
loaded onto a computer. The 
data would have been deciypt- 
ed^ind transferred to 140,000 
plastic bogus cash cards. 

Lloyd, 58, of West Kings- 
down, Kent, and Nqye, bad es- 
tablished a worldwide network of 
criminals to use the cards to car- 
ry dtit fraud on a global scale. 

■“Their expectations were to 
raise hundreds of millions of 
pounds,” said Anri Ciimow, 
QC. for the prosecution. “But 
the sky, I think, was the iraut". 

TLloyd was “ostensibly” em- 
ployed as manager of a van- and 
car-hire business at Meopham, 
Kent, part-owned by Kdd, which 
was the front for the plot. 

Maguire, of Mottingbam. 


Kent, made a succession of vis- 
its to BT exchanges daring 
months of pl anning and test 
runs. Haward, of Yalding, Kent, 
offered his home as a safe house. 

The gang's mistake was to re- 
cruit Martin Grant, 37, as its un- 
willing computer expert. 
Serving a 16-year sentence for 
trying ro bum his wife and 
child to death. Grant — once de- 
scribed by a judge as “evil”— was 
studying for a degree in elec- 
tronic communications and dig- 
ital and logic design at Blantyre 
House open prison in Kent. 

Fellow prisoners, acting for 
Noye and his associates, j 
suaded Grant to take a job at 
Kidd's garage as part of his pa- 
role resettlement programme. 

On his first visit, he was in- 
troduced to Noye, who was 
convicted for the Brink's Mat 
robbery in 1983. Lloyd’s com- 
mon-law wife, Jean Sava 
was also jailed for her part in 
famous gold bullion raid. 

At first Grant suspected 
nothing, believing he was em- 
ployed to computerise the 
garage’s customer operations. 
Then he was informed of his 
real task. “He was told he 
would get a full share and 
there was a veiled threat that his 
mother could be sent some 
flowers,” said Miss Cumow. 

Grant first tried to sabotage 
the operation by corrupting a 
computer disk. Then he called 
Crimestoppers and various po- 
lice stations. Eventually he con- 
fided in Blantyre’s prison 
chaplain and one-time police of- 
ficer, the Rev John Bourne. The 
prison governor was alerted 
and police were contacted. 

Surveillance operations woe 
set up as the gang invested an 
estimated £100,000 in an im- 
pressive array of computer 
" itnent and other material, 
te gang moved to Haward’s 
home, which had electrically- 
operated gates, guard dogs, 
and surveillance cameras. 

, When dozeosof officers raid- 
ed the bo usenrJuty 1995, They 
seized 60,000 plastic cards and 
details of tens of thousands of 
personal bank account holders. 
Lloyd was caught red-handed 
encoding cash-dispenser cards. 

Grant is now Uvmgin hiding. 
Police believe a £100,000 contract 
has been taken out on his life. 



tyage, Pub lunch: John Haro (right) and friend carry two turkeys to the Queen Elizabeth public house in Saffron Walden, Essex, after the town’s annual turkey auction; 220 birds 
in the were sold at the sale, which dates back to the 1920s. Mr Hare’s was the heaviest sold this year, weighing in at 441b, and costing £63 Photograph: Brian Hams 


Car number plate change 
spells end of August ‘hump’ 


Clare Garner 

Motorists may soon be able to 
pick their own vanity number 
plates if one option under a 
Government discussion docu- 
ment designed to reduce the 
August scramble for new cars is 
taken forward. 

Proposals for a shake-up of 
the system include the intro- 
duction of American -style “van- 
ity numbeis” which would allow 
car owners to select any com- 
bination of up to seven charac- 
ters - at aaadditional cost and 
subject to availability. 

At present, anyone* wishing to 
personalise their plates can buy 
“cherished numbers” - such as 
Jimmy Tirimck’s CO MlGThe 
options are, however, restricted 
by a system which identifies the 
year of first registration by the 
first or last letter, and the area 
in which the vehicle was first reg- 
istered by the last two or three. 

There is what the Depart- 
ment of Transport described as 



Sir George Young holds a selection of 'vanity' plates 


a “healthy market outthere" for 
personalised plates. Exchange 
and Mart has pages of adver- 
tisements for personalised 
plates from £50 to £500. Ac- 
cordingtothe Guinness Book of 
Records, K2 NGS is the most ex- 
pensive plate ever, fetching 
£231,000 at Christie’s in 1993. 
launching the consultation 


paper yesterday. Sir George 
Young, Secretary of State for 
Transport, said that the annu- 
al peak in new car sales - a quar- 
ter of all new cars are snapped 
up in August - was “ineffi- 
cient” and “costly” to the mo- 
tor manufacturers and traders. 

The four possible alternatives 
proposed by Sir George were: 


an age-based system, a system 
based on geographical areas, a 
combination of age and area 
identifiers, or a system with no 
age or area identifiers. 

The present system is due for 
revision in 2004, when it comes 
to the end of the alphabet. If sig- 
nificant changes were to be im- 
plemented before then. Sir 
George would be calling on tbe 
motor industry to finance tbe 
additional costs involved. 

The Society of Motor Man- 
ufacturers and Traders is keen 
on a quarterly change in num- 
ber plates to e limina te tbe “Au- 
gust hump”. “The present 
tystem acts against the interests 
of tbe manufacturer, the deal- 
er and -most importimtiy- the 
customer," said Ernie Thomp- 
son, chief executive of the So- 
ciety of Motor Manufacturers 
ana Traders. “Wbai is need 
is a new system of registrations 
which win spread the flow of 
new-car sales more evenly 
throughout tbe year.” 



Computer dilemma as scientist 
warns of ‘unfriendly ’ machines 


diaries Arthur 

Science Editor 


£800m plot: Kenneth Nqye (left) and John Uoyd 


Two visions of the future of 
computing were unveiled yes- 
terday - on different conti- 
nents and offering two different 
directions for tbe evolution of 
machines: increasingly fast but 
stupid; or comparatively clever, 
but slow. 

Experts say that eventually 
such systems could be defined 
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as being “alive”, and might 
even be used by governments to 
choose tbe best allocation of tax- 
es, benefits and welfare policy, 
within a generation, they could 
be more intelligent than people 
- though there could weD be 
hidden drawbacks in that 

Tbe first version of the future 
appeared in the United States, 
where the chip-maker Intel 
showed off a computer able to 
cany out 1 trillion (a uriffior mil- 
lion ) calculations each second. 
That is almost three times foster 
than the previous record-hold- 
er, built by Hitachi last year. 

The $50m (£3 Dm) machine, 
custom-built for the US Dep- 
artment of Energy, will math- 
ematically simulate nuclear 
explosions, predict weather and 
try to forecast natural disasters. 

Yet the new machine - built 
by linking hundreds of Pentium 
processors, found in household 
PCs- is stffl “stupid”: it does only 
what it is programmed to do. 

Meanwhile, in the Science 


Museum, London, Professor 
Igor Aleksander was showing 
off an alternative vision: a com- 
puter that is conscious of its en- 
vironment and reacts to it 

Professor Aleksander’s sys- 
tem, called “Magnus", is an 
attempt to replicate conscious- 
ness by creating programs 
which act in tbe same semi- 
predictable way as neurons in 
the brain. Magnus can. “ex- 
plore” its world, which consists 
of pictures in the laptop com- 
puter -where it exists, and ex- 
press “hunger" - which is sated 
by linking to pictures of fruit So 
far it has cost £500,000 to dev- 
elop the program, which is now 
effectively programming itself. 

But experts are mixed in 
their opinion of the future. 

“There’s no point in making 
a computer that's exactly like a 
human being - there are plen- 
ty of people already,” said Peter 
Cochrane, head of research and 
development for BT adding 
that it would be good to have 


computers that could assess and 
pick the best of all options. 

Present fiscal systems are 
hopelessly outdated, be said. 
Even “The Chancellor [of the 
Exchequer] is trying to move into 
the 21st century while using 
16th-century management sys- 
tems ... Inl5to20yearewewill 
have a new breed of computers 
with intelligence, that are ‘alive’ 
- in that they will have births, 
deaths, and propagation. ” 

But some of those scenarios 
might not benefit us, according 
to Professor Kevin Warwick of 
the University of Reading, 
whose new . book March of the 
Machines , published next spring, 
warns that computers of the fu- 
ture might not be friendly. 

“There’s an advantage in 
military, financial and industrial 
terms to having big, stupid 
computers.” he said. “But in 10 
years well have machines as 
complex as a brain. And then 
it's anybody’s guess what will 
happen.” 


Woman who killed brutal 
husband is spared jail 


A battered wife who stabbed her 
bullying husband to death 
walked free from court yester- 
day after a judge said she had 
borne seven years of violence 
with “truly remarkable 
patience”. 

Leeds Crown Court heard 
that when Marjorie Tboley, 53, 
stabbed her drunken husband, 
Peter, through the heart it was 
the final straw in & catalogue of 
degradation and violence. 

Mrs Tooley, a pub landlady, 
who pleaded guilty to 
manslaughter on grounds of 
provocation, endured seven 
years of physical assaults, in- 
cluding punches, kicks while she 
was on the ground, being stran- 
gled until she almost passed out 
and having her head banged 
against walls, said Mukhtar 


Hussain QC, defending. 

Mrs Tboley, who was sen- 
tenced to three years’ probation, 
was frequently locked in the cel- 
lar by her 53-year-old husband. 
He often urinated or defecat- 
ed in the bed or on a table and 
ordered her to clean it up. 

Mr Tooley, who had five chi- 
cken, died on his wife’s 53rd 
birthday, when she held a par- 
ty at their pub. the Cock and 
Bottle, Barkerend Road, Brad- 
ford. He became very drunk. 

Tbe court heard that tbe 
couple went upstairs and soon 
after Mrs Tboley, hysterical, 
rang her daughter, saying: “I 
think I've killed Peter. I didn’t 
mean to do it - it was an acci- 
dent.” 

Mrs Tooley told police that 
her husband had been shout- 


ing abuse at her, calling her a 
“slag and a prostitute", as she 
was buttering a teacake in the 
kitchen. He ordered her info 
the living room and raised his 
fist at her, and she stabbed him. 

Sentencing her to three years’ 
probation ou condition that 
she receives psychiatric help, Mr 
Justice Ognall told hen “You 
bore that chronicle of craelty 
with truly remarkable patience 
and even more remarkable loy- 
alty.” The sentence “should 
most emphatically not be seen 
as a licence to kflT. 

Sandra McNeill, of Justice for 
Women, which has supported 
Mrs Tooley throughout the 
case, called for the Government 
now to consider an amnesty for 
ail women currently serving 
life for killing violent men. 
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Loose change: A giant-sized model of the new £2 coin being shown off outside the Treasury y es te r d a y. The new coin 
- designed by Brace RushJn, s Norfolk art teacher - goes Into circulation next November Photograph: Andrew Buiwman 


Hopes that tbe first dasBOgafthe 
worldwide ban on British beef 
cooJd begin wi thin three to six 
months were held out yesterday 
by the Irish agriculture minis- 
ter Ivan Yates . 

He suggested that Northern 

Ireland could be die first region 
to enjoy a partial resumption of 
trade because of its low ind- 
dence of BSE and its unique cat- 
tle tracing system. 

Welcoming tbe announce- 
ment that Britain will after all 
press ahead with a. special 
slaughter of 100,000 cattle at 
rids of BSE, Mr Yates, who 
chaired yesterday's meeting of 
European farm ministers in 
Brussels, said h marked the be- 
ginning of anew phase, and "a 
significant step forward” . 

The ban is still in Britain's 
coart London must submit a 

blueprint for meeting EU con- 
ditions on herds certified free 


of BSE - essentially grass-fed 
animals -winch is tbe first of tbe 
steps for the gradual lifting of 
the ban set out in the Florence 


Commons, regarded under 
Westminster rules as unparlia- 
mentary. 

Mr Blair's attack touched a 
raw Tory nerve, by pointing 
out that in spite of the selective 
cull, there was still no timetable 
for the lifting of the ban, which 
Mr Blair said bad been 
promised by Mr Major after the 
Florence summit . 

The Labour leader told Mr 
Major: “Yon said the timetable 
was in our hands; not in Euro- 
pean hands. You said that as a 
result, at the end of November, 
tbe ban would be lifted. It is 
dear you had no such agree- 
ment. The timetable is in the 
hands of the veterinary com- 
mittee [ofthe EU]. You cannot 
give us a date. Mr Major 
replied: “You are rntdrsKtingthe 
House." After the Speaker's 
intervention, he said it was done 
irmocenfy but TbryMRi accused 
Mr Blair of “dissembling". 

Although nobody in Brussels 
yesterday was prepared to ofier 


The Government wilinot be 
ready to proceed until the be- 
ginning of February, Mr Hogg 
told EU colleagues yesterday. 
Evaluation of this plan wul 
thea be conducted by iwo expert 
committees before a decisive 
vote in the EUs standing vet- 
erinary committee. - 
In the Commons, the Prime 
Mjmsterwas forced to withdraw 
an aOegptioQ thatTbny Bfair, the 
Labour leader, was "mislead- 
ing" the Commons in angry 
dashes over the Government's 
U-turn on the selective culL 
Mr Blair said BSE —“mad 
cow disease" — was a “symbol 
of this government's incompe- 
tence". Bat as John Major hit 
back, the Speaker, Betty 
Boothroydr ordered the Prune 
Minister to withdraw the alle- 
gation that he had misled the 


any certain ty on a timetable giv- 
en the likely difficulty in track- 
ing high-risk cattle, Mr Hogg's 
announcement on the cullap. 
pears to have given a psycho- 
logical boost to the negotfcuiots. 

Mr Yates said that if the 
“paperwork” in relation to cer- 
tified herds can be dealt with ia 

Janaary and early 3 February, 
then decisions could be .ex- 


it also appears .that - while ‘the 
Government has ostensibly 
bowed to pressure from Scot- 
land to seek a “UK-wide" lift- 
ing of the ban for grass-fed 
herds, rathertfaan special treat- 
ment far Ulster, the criteria win 
be framed in such away as to 
benefit Northern Ireland fann- 
ers long before others. - 
This suggests that the Ulster 
Unionists, who effectively told 
the balance of power in West- 
minster, have -been given as- 
surances from the Government 

that their farmers wifi be first to 

emerge from the embargo^- 
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Heritage 
chief broke 
the rules 


Cfristian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 


A former director of Eng lish 
Heritage who resigned after 
only 14 months breached rules 
on “the proper conduct of pub- 
lic business’’, according Goan au- 
ditor's report covering the 
events leading to his departure. 

Four main actions by Chris 
Green led to his hurned de- 
parture in July, Sir John Bourn, 
Comptroller and Auditor Gen- 
eral, found: the letting of an 
advertising contract and subse- 
quent cover-up of the circum- 
stances, “inappropriate business 
expenses" and the purchase, by 
English Heritage, of office fur- 
niture from Mr Green. While 
these were relatively minor 
matters and did not amount to 
fraud, it was dear that Mr 
Green could not oontitme in rtw» 
job after the allegations came 
to lighL 

The most serious issue was 
the fact that in April 1996 he 
hired an advertising agency to 
run a short poster campaign on 
the London Underground at a 
cost of £161,000 without au- 
thorisation from the chatmian 
and then tried to cover up the 
fact by writing a memorandum 
several weeks later winch was 
back-dated. 

He was involved in a “conflict 
of interest" over the purchase 
of furniture for his office from 
his flat in Edinburg. Mr Green 
sold the furniture for use in his 
English Heritage office. The of- 
fice services manager, having 
originally offered £3,76250 
(625 per cent of the original 


purchase price) increased the 
offer to £4,431 “having per- 
ceived that Mr Green was dis- 
appointed with the offer”. The 
transaction was not deared by 
the chairman. 

The report also found that 
some overpayments had been 
made to Mr Green on his ex- 
penses, and that he had ex- 
ceeded gcddellnes on the prices ; 
of meals for business contacts. 
However, be bad paid for some 
. meals out of his own pocket. 

While Sir John’s repost is crit- 
ical of Mr Green, the matters 
concerned are relatively trivial 
and most involve not having 
properly cleared things with 
the chairman. Sir Jocelyn 
Stevens, who sought legal advice 
as to whether Mr GreenTfad 
was “guilty of gross mis con- 
duct". Sources at Eogfish ®r- 

itage sayThereal reasanfogWr 
Green's departure was a 

with Sir Jocelyn. “Sir Joceffk 

a very difficult man,” onefapi. : 
“There is a k» more to t^wc- 
port than meets the eye. TBar 
was something of a veudfftta. 
against Chris." ' ; fj§ ' 

Another former eirmlwcc 
of National Heritage saik^ir 
Jocelyn Ekes to gpt his owmvay 
and Chris did not always agree 
with him. 7 ’ 

Mr Green, 53, had previous- 

fy had a hi^dysucccssfal 30-year 
career hj Lhe railways. He is nersv . 
a consultant to Gibb Rail in ! 
Reading. He .said last night “I 
took responsibility for my.se- 
tions by resi gning last summer. 

I have the highest regard- for 
the work and staff at Engfeh 
Heritage." 
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Russian nationalists and Chechen extremists 
fall under suspicion after Red Cross killings 


Phil Reeves 

Moscow 

We will probably never know 
what was in the warped minds 
of the individuals who pulled 
masks over their faces, clipped 
silencers on their guns and 
calmly executed six Red Cross 
workers - five of them women 
7 as they dept in their bedrooms 
in a rural hospital in the 
Chechen town of Novye AtagL 

But if their plan was to bring 
more chaos, they may have 
succeeded. The suspension of 
many International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) op- 
erations. the largest in the for- 
mer war zone, is a heavy blow 
for Chechnya, which lies in ru- 
ins after 21 months of war. 

Chechnya's neighbours have 
also been hit. The UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), which has no staff 
in Chechnya itsett. last night said 
it had halted work in the neigh- 
bouring republics of Dagestan, 
Ingushetia and North Ossetia 
for security reasons. High Com- 
missioner Sadako Ogata ex- 
pressed deep concern at the lack 


of security for aid workers at a 
Geneva meeting with Russia's 
Deputy Foreign Minister, Niko- 
lai Afanasievsky, a spokes- 
woman said. 

With precious little money 
coming from Moscow, the 
ICRC was meeting a desperate 
need. It was reopening schools, 
feeding thousands of people, 
providing medical care to the 
hoards of rural Chechens whose 
homes and lives were wrecked 
as the Russian array mounted 
one attack after another on civil- 
ian settlements. 

With peace at last - albeit an 
uneasy one - the agency was at 
last able to get on with recon- 
structing the sewage system 
under the wrecked city of 
Grozny, the republic's capital, 
which has been flooded and is 
in danger of leaking into the 
fresh water supply. 

The agency was not always 
welcome - some zealous local 
Chechen Muslims had com- 
plained about its use of the cross 
as a symbol, but few could deny 
that it was providing a crucial 
service. Not any more, at least 
for the time being. 



There was a belief yesterday, 
among the Chechen leader- 
ship and among many in 
Moscow that the murders, 
which appeared to have bran 
“professionally” carried out, 
were politically motivated. 

The presumed aim was to dis- 
rupt the elections in Chechnya, 
scheduled for 27 Jamiaty which 
form a key component of the 
peace deal with Moscow. The 
Chechen leadership and, at 
least ostensibly, the Kremlin 
were keen for the elections to 
be seen worldwide to be legit- 
imate. International observers 
were to be invited. 

Now foreign participation 
seems far less certain. So the op- 
ponents of the Chechen peace 
deal may well be able to claim 
that the results of the elections, 
which will create a separatist 
president, are questionable. 
They may now have to be de- 
layed for this reason. 

There are many such oppo- 
nenls-These include hard-line 
nationalist elements in Russia, 
including senior members of the 
security forces who were furi- 
ous at President Boris Yeltsin's 
recent derision to withdraw all 
Russian troops from Chechnya. 
They regard the peace accord 
as an admission of defeat and 
a capitulation to terrorists. 

The Chechens also have ex- 
treme voices who have made 
clear their loathing of the peace 
deal. For the last four days, 
Salman Raduyev, a radical 
Chechen commander, has been 
holding 21 troops from the 
Russian Ministry of Interior 
hostage, apparently in protest 
over the accord. That accord 
postpones a final settlement of 
Chechnya’s status for five years. 



Scene of slaughter Novye Atagi hospital, and three of the victims (from top) IngQbjoerg Foss, Gunnhfid Myklebust, and Hans Bkerbout Photoffaphs: Reuters 


He has reportedly said the war 
should go on until Chechnya 
wins outright independence.' 

Yesterday Ivan Rybkin, the 
head of Russia's Security Coun- 
cil who recently replaced the 
sacked General Alexander 


Lebed, arrived in Grozny, 
where he condemned the 
killings (as did Russia's Prime 
Minister, Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin) and told reporters 
Raduyev's hostage-taking was a 
“pitiful failure". 


As it dispatched aid workers 
to safety in the nearby Russian 
ethnic republic of Kabardino- 
Balkaria, the Red Cross made 
clear it was unwilling to resume 
full operations without a guar- 
antee that its foreign workers 


would be safe. The murders, 
said a spokesman in Moscow, 
were “an assassina tion" 

Such guarantees trill be hard 
for the separatists who now run 
Chechnya to give, unless the 
killers are caught. Yet without 


Red Cross help, Chechens will 
have to struggle on, living in the 
wreckage of a war without ad- 
equate health care, water, or 
housing. The sorry history of 
a long-suffering people will 
only grow grimmer. 


Murders force aid agencies to quit anarchy of Grozny 


Christopher Bellamy 


stophi 

ice Cor 


Defence Correspondent 

Phil Reeves 

Moscow 


Aid agencies working in Chechnya 
and neighbouring Russian republics 
yesterday reacted with shock and dis- 
belief at the attack which killed six 
Red Cross personnel - five of them 
women nurses - and wounded one. 

All the international aid agencies 
had last eight pulled their staff out 
of the immediate vicinity of Grozny, 
which was deemed too anarchic for 
them to operate in effectively, or 
were prepared to do so if the situa- 
tion deteriorates. 


“This is an attack directed at far 
more than six aid workers from the 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross*’, said Kim Gordon-Bates, a 
spokesman for the Geneva-based or- 
ganisation, which operates in war 
zones to protect victims of war, 
whether prisoners, wounded or vic- 
tims of associated diseases such as 
TB and polio. 

“It is an image of conflict to 
come. It is what happens when peo- 
ple in positions of responsibility 
have hidden agendas. It is veiy se- 
rious writing on the waD. If someone 
wants to boast of the murder of five 
women in their beds - let them 
boast.. .7 . 


The Red Cross had 20 workers in 
Chechnya. Last night the 13 who had 
survived and not been wounded 
had been withdrawn to Nalchik, the 
main airfield for Grazry, used by the 
Russian forces in the disastrous mil- 
itary campaign terminated recently. 

The Red Cross said the move was 
temporary and that the organisation 
remained independent of other in- 
ternational agencies. “We've frozen 
operations for now,” Mr Gordon- 
Bates said. “A certain number of an- 
swers have to.be given: the whos, the 
whys. The people who did this knew 
what they were doing. They knew 
damn well it was a hospital. It was 
extremely well-marked/’ 


The Red Cross make a point of be- 
ing well-known in the areas where 
it is operating as tins is the best form 
of security. The ICRC has a “Dis- 
semination Department" whose job 
is to ensure every official and soldier 
on every checkpoint is told what the 
Red Cross does and why, and why 
the Red Cross should be allowed to 
do it. Only when full “political 
preparation” is complete does it set 
up a permanent base, such as the hos- 
pital where the staff attacked early 
yesterday morning were working. 

The international aid agencies or 
non-governmental organisations re- 
cruit people, mainly in their thirties, 
with a wide range of relevant skills 


for relief and development work. 
Medical staff - doctors, nurses and 
medical technicians - are particu- 
larly valued. Service abroad with an 
international agency, gaining expe- 
rience of primary health care and cer- 
tain diseases rare in the West, is a 
step on the promotion ladder for 
many medical personnel, while oth- 
ers find work as a GP or junior hos- 
pital doctor in Western country dull 
or frustrating. Former armed services 
personnel, officers and senior NCOs, 
are also attracted to the work. 

Like everyone who works in the 
aid business in Chechnya, the Red 
Cross workers were willing to do thdr 
job amid considerable danger. Since 


the war began, in December 1994, 
two foreign aid workers - an Amer- 
ican and a Finn - have been lolled. 
Others have been subject to threats, 
intimidation, and kidnappings. This 
year nine people from the ICRC, 
have been kidnapped, for brief pe- 
riods, in a rash of abductions from 
almost every aid agency. 

One of these occurred at the 
Novye Atagi hospital this autumn, al- 
though it was quickly resolved by the 
agency, using its Chechen contacts. 

According to the Red Cross, se- 
curity had since been tightened up, 
but the building was not heavily 
guarded. Clearly, the murdets-a low 
point, even by the dismal standards 


of Hood-soaked Chechnya - were be- 
yond anyone's worst expectations. 

Yesterday leaders in Chechnya's 
temporary separatist-led govern- 
ment were quick to condemn the 
killings. The deputy prime minister, 
Mcwladi Udugov, described them as 
“a dreadful link in the chain of provo- 
cations aimed against the fragile 
peace in Chechnya”. 

But it will require more than 
words to coax the Red Cross back to 
the republic, where it has been pro- 
viding extensive medical aid, food 
and other assistance. The agency, the 
largest in action in the war zone, will 
want solid guarantees that its work- 
era will be safe. 


Indian censors lay down the 
reel position on Kama Sutra 


Indian censors are taking a va- 
riety of positions on the Kama 
Sutra. The film-maker Mira 
Nair, whose latest feature is in- 
spired by the world’s most ven- 
erable sex-book, says most of 
these would prove impossible 
for her. A special tribunal in 
Bombay will rule this week on 
Ms Nair’s appeal against a ban 
on the uncut version of her film. 

The review committee has 
called for the award-winning di- 
rector to “delete sexuality" 
from her Kama Sutra - A Tale 
of Low, and specifies 14 expHrit 
scenes that must be cut before 
Indian audiences would be al- 
lowed to see the film. 

While battling to get her 
erotic vision passed by censors 
- who wanted only seven cuts 
after the initial viewing but re- 
cently doubled their list ~ Ms 
Nair has shown sneak previews 
of the English-language film to 
middle-class audiences in New 
Delhi and Bombay.(A Hindi 
version will also be released.) 

In the cinema, there was ut- 
ter silence as nude bodies 
writhed on-screcn. Close-ups of 
naked women caressing each 
other, the noises of foreplay. 



flesh. Sex that is repressed be- 
comes taboo, pernicious, and 
twisted... These women [in the 
film] empower themselves. It is 
a narrative tale of sexual poli- 
tics, back before the Mughals 
came. I try to many Bros with 
the divine." 

Ms Nair, who already has an 
Indian distributor lined up, 
plans screenings across India for 
all-female audiences, all-male 
audiences, and for couples only. 
The idea emerged when women 
viewers in Bombay requested 
some cinema owners to ban 
men from afternoon showings 
of last year’s controversial film 
Bandit Queen , by Shashi 
Kapoor. That film also suf- 
fered at the han ds of the cen- 
sors before being certified for 
distribution. 

Kama Sutra, unlike the soft- 

E orn Emmanuelle, which 
rought blue movies main- 
stream in the 1970s. is seen from 
a woman's point of view. The 
males are mostly insensitive 
brutes. A jealous servant girl 
winds up at a school for cour- 
tesans after she seduces her roy- 
al mistress’s husband oo the eve 
of the big wedding. Later she re- 
turns to give the spumed wife 
some pointers. Passionate, ob- 
sessive, selfish, and unrequited 
love - all are explored through 
this tale of rivalry. “Men gen- 
erally feel threatened by this 
movie," Ms Nair said. “The 
women are so knowing." Iron- 
ically, a woman justice heads the 
censorship tribunal. “I think she 
caught my wavelength,” Ms 
Nair said. 

Kama Sutra -a Tale of Law 
stars Rekha, a fonyish star who 
crossed over from the potboil- 
ers pumped out by India’s “Bol- 
lywood”, and casts her as a 
sexual maestro with provocative 
apprentices. It also introduces 
the beautiful Indira Verma as 
the plotting servant. After get- 
ting kudos in San Sebastian and 
Tbronto, Ms Nair feared over- 
exposure and withdrew the 
movie from the London film fes- 
tival It is due to premiere on 

. ^ M 1 — _ . Valentine’s Day in the United 

1—; — — — ^ »ha character Rasa Devi, teaching her States and should be in London 
G ripping SdS'lSstfra positions Photograph: Reuters cinemas by early spring. 


full-frontal nudity, and obvious 
oral sex under the blankets 
seemed to stun a sophisticated 
group more accustomed to coy 
Hindi film conventions. Even 
on-screen kisses were rare un- 
til the last few years, and nubile 
bodies still tend to be draped in 
wet saris. Passion, usually 
mimed by dancing around trees 
or made melodramatic in hack- 
neyed rape scenes, suddenly 
loomed large. “Itwasraw.and 
it did disturb me,” said Amri- 
ta. a young film-buff eager to see 
the latest work by the director 


The film-maker 
Mina Nair (left) is 
rocking society 
with a production 
of the most 
famous sex-book 
that 'empowers 
women', writes 
Jan McGirk 
in New Delhi 


of the acclaimed Salaam Bom- 
bay and Mississippi Masala, 
“But there was nothing you 
could call raunchy." 

Ms Nair said: “How do they 
expect us to have a nation with 
nearly a billion people withont 
knowing about sex?" Educated 
Id a Himalayan convent before 
attending Harvard and achiev- 
ing international acclaim, the di- 
rector is not oblivious to Indian 

sensibilities. 

“It is absolute hypocrisy to say 
that India is not ready for this. 
It's just a visceral reaction to 


PDS ‘pact’ spurs defections 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


Sevenprominent east German 
politicians announced yesterday 
that they were defecting to 
Helmut Kohl’s Christian 
Democrats because they sus- 
pected their own left-wing par- 
ties of trying to forge an alliance 
with the heirs of the Commu- 
nist regime. 

Their decision put the Social 
Democrats and the Greens on 
the defensive, forcing them to 
deny any plans to strike an 
electoral pact with the Party of 
Democratic Socialism (PDS), 


the third biggest in the east. 

“I have said ii many times, 
and 1 shall say it again- there can 
be no co-operation or coalition 
with a post- Stalinist party,” de- 
clared Joschka Fischer, the 
leader of the Greens. Mr Fischer 
was reacting to news that one of 
his MPs, Vera Lengsfeld, had 
crossed over to the government 
benches because she felt the 
Greens were “prepared to help 
the PDS back to power in order 
to get into power itself". 

Ms Lengsfeld, a civil rights 
activist arrested in the 198% by 
the HoneckeT regime, has 
strong personal reasons for op- 


posing a party which has so far 
refused to repudiate its past In 
1992 she divorced her husband, 
after discovering that he had 
spied on her for the StasL The 
six other new Christian De- 
mocrats, not in parliament, 
were also known opponents of 
the Comm unis t regime. 

Until recently, the Greens 
and the Social Democrats have 
maintained a common front 
with the right against the PDS, 
convinced that the ex-Comro li- 
ras ts would eventually fade 
away. Their calculations have 
turned out to be wrong, and 
party strategists now expea the 


outcome of the next general 
election to hinge on votes m the 
east, and the mandates the 
PDS might be able to con- 
tribute to a putative “Red- 
Green” coalition. 

The polls show that if elections 
were held today, the three par- 
ties together would in theory be 
able to dislodge Mr KohL But in 
practice, as the events of yes- 
terday illustrated, even a hint of 
a deal with the PDS would exact 
retribution. Politics in the east 
continues to have a dynamism of 
its own, far removed from the 
fault lines which divide the rest 

of the country. 
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Memory of 
1974 keeps 
Cypriot 
peace deal 
grounded 



$ 


jr 

1 





r 




y. 


• . T :^:' A '*> 


Tony Barber 

Nicosia 


The gutted shell of a Cyprus 
Airways passenger plane lies on 
the tarmac of Nicosia airport, 
silent and sinister testimony to 
the failure of 22 years of in- 
ternational efforts to solve the 
Island's problems. The plane, a 
Trident Sun Jet, bears the scars 
of gunfire from Turkish forces 
who foiled the pilot's attempt to 
take off with his passengers and 


crew and escape Turkey's inva- 
sion of Cyprus in July 1974. 

Twenty- two years later, not 
only is the plane still there, but 
the airport itself looks as if it has 
been trapped in time. Wall 
posters in the departure hall dis- 
play advertisements for the 
kind of watches, cigarettes and 
beach holidays that people 
bought in 1974. 

The perfectly preserved 
Celeron of a bird lies on the 
floor. Bullet-shattered windows 
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Delayed departure: The Cyprus Airways jet which has remained stuck on the tarmac of Nicosia airport since war brofoo 'oiit in July 1374 


Photograph: Adrian Brootarttex 


remind vishoxs of the fighting as they try to launch tbe most ItJs the bleakest, emptiest air- 
that erupted in and around serious effort at breaking the port in Europe, perhaps the 
Nicosia all those summers ago. Cyprus deadlock since 1974. All world. All the docks, informa- 
Sucfa scenes speak of tbe declare that tbe status quo on tion boards, luggage conveyor 
mountainous task facing Cyprus is unacceptable, yet the belts and signs at check-in desks 
Britain, its European Union status quo at Nicosia airport has and passport control were 
partners and the United States taken on the air of eternity. taken down long ago. 


air- There are no people and no 

die vehicles outside, except an oo- protected area dividing me 
na- casioual United Nations soldier iltridsh-held north from the 
driving a van. When no one is - Greek Cypriot, government- 
visiting, a UN officer locks the -held south of Cyprus. No com- 


be airport lies within a UN- 
ected area dividing the 


tion boards, luggage conveyor driving : 
belts and signs at check-in desks visiting, 


terminal biddings with a padlock merdal plane has been allowed 

VaK.” tn flu rntn nr rml rtf Nwvicia onfip. 


labelled "Airport Keys’ 
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to fly into or out of Niocisia since 
1974, an inconvenience which 
obliges most people heading for 
the capital’s Greek sector to fly 
into Larnaca 30 miles away on 
the south coast. 

There was once a plan to re- 
open the airport for civilians; 
part of a set of UN “oonfidence- 
builrtirig measures'’ to promote 
an overall settlement Even un- 
der these proposal, Greek and 
Hirkish Cypriots would have 
used different entrances and 
exits to the airport. 

If the airport is stuck in time, 
so are the attitudes of many on 
both sides of the island. Cross- 
ing from the government- 
con trolled sector of Nicosia to 
the ‘Tiirkish Republic erf North- 
ern Cyprus”, one sees a poster 
proclaiming; “Tbrirish murder- 
era out of Cyprus" and then, cm 
the Turkish side, a poster pro- 
claiming: ‘The dock cannot be 
put bade to the 1963-74 period". 

This harks bade to die slaugh- 
ter of Hirkish Cypriots in 1963, 
three years after independence 
from Britain. It is an episode 
etched as searingly in their 
memoiy as is Turkey's 1974 in- 
vasion and occupation of the 
north for Greek Cypriots. 

Now the outside world is 
urging both sides to shed prej- 
udices inherited from 1963 arid 
1974. The aim is to open direct 
talks next spring between the 
two rommumties’ leaders, Pres- 
ided Glaibos Clerides and Rauf 
Denktash. 


However, the world is mak- 
ing its long-awaited "big push 
on Cyprus” at a time when ten- 
sions on the island, and between. 
Greece andHokey, are higher 
than for many yeare. Five peo- 
ple have been lolled in ethnic 
violence this year, and an arms 
race is gathering speed. . ~ 
Tbe difficulties were high- 
lighted in a visit paid this wepk 
by Malcolm Rificmd, the £or- - 
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enusent favours EU entry, but 
Mr Denktash fears that EU 
membership would spell the 
death of his separatist republic. 
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Tung Chee-hwa, who mil lead 
Hong Kong's first post-colonial 
government, has delivered an 
unexpectedly strong message 
about China’s interference in 
the territory's economy on the 




eve of his departure to Peking, 
where he wul be fbnnaHv an- 
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nessmen shmdi, Mr Tung said: 
“We must deal resolutely with 
any organisation at provincial 
and dty level from m ainlan d 
China who will be seeking spe- 
cial favours in establishing 
themselves in Hong Kong. They 
are welcome to participate in 
Hong Kong's economic activi- 
ties but they must abide by the 
same rules as .everyone else.” 

He also delivered a stern 
warning about preventing cor- 
ruption from creeping “into 
our dedicated and efficient civ- 
il service 7 ’ and said he would en- 
sure that “money and politics do 
not mix”. 

In making these remarks Mr 
Tung appears to have taken on 
board some of the most fre- 
quently expressed public fears 
about Hong Kong being en- 
gulfed in a sea of corruption 
from China after it resumes sov- 
ereignty in July. 

Nevertheless, he made it- 
equaHy clear that he was not in 
favour of any action, which 
could be seen as c o nfr on t in g the 
new sovereign power. 

He conceded that there was 
scope for Hang Kong and Chi- 
na to have different views about 
“what needs to be done” but 
stressed that “quiet negotiation 
does not mean weakness. 
Achieving your aim needs not 
to be done through open con- 
frontation and street demons- 
trations”. 

Asked who would be his 


Tung: must ensure *mon^y. 
and politics do not mix' 


to Peking was to gain an answer 
to this question. It is likely he 
wil] be received by both Presi- 
dent Jianj> Zemin and the 
Prime Minister, Li Feng, who 
should be in a position to give 
a definitive reply* 

In Peking, the foreign -min- 
istry spokesman told Hong 
Kong journalists that the oa- 
bility of the dvfl service wases- 
sential for a smooth transition 
of power. This remark was tak- 
en as meaning that the leaders 
of the civil service would retain 
their jobs. Fears have been fax- 
pressed that C hina would ex- 
clude dvil servants regarded as 
too dose to the current British 
administration. -r 


a. uv ir — ~yi » 

clear that although Mr lung 
would nominate the pohey^ev- 
el civil servants, they wbtdd 
have to be approved in Peking. 

Mr Tung wfl] also dtoms 
with Chinese leaders the oper- 
ation of a provincial legislature : 
to be formed next month and 
ran in parallel with the ra£rai£ 
Legislative CbundL which Cp- 
na will abolish. ■ . j- 

He has acknowledged mat 


making bodies' is problemal 
but insisted yesterday ttt 




Betty, but then conceded that 
part of the purpose of his visit 


provisional body. • .: k '. 

He said that doubts about ns 
legality could be resolved fy a 
simple act from the Natiqpd 


People’s Congress, ChipV 5 
rubber-stamp parliament. J, ; . 
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Denktash: Fears EU will 
quart separatist hopes 


Greek Cypriots for talking 
about one “international per- 
sonality'’ for Cyprus radfckthan 
a single undivided soveP^gnty. 

At the same time, Mr Denk- 
tash stonewalled him by re- 
jeering any linkage between a * 
settlement of the Cyprus depute 
and the Aland’s application to 
join the EU. 


jizens 

rirflt tO 


The Greek Cypriot-led gov- 
nment favours EU entry, but 


claim 
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dance for 
joy as 
Mobutu 
returns 


WiHiam Waffis - 

Reuter 


Kinshasa - Zaire’s President, 
Mobutu Sese Sefco, returned 
honie yesterday to a rapturous 
welcome after four months in 
Europe where he bad surgery 
for jJrostate cancer. 

Opto 20,000 people' packed 
the airport outside the capital 
Kinshas a to welcome home the 
maiTwhose supporters describe 
him as the symbol of unity in the 
anarchic Centra] African nation. 

A rebel coalition has over- 
whelmed Zaire’s ragged army in 
the east in the last two months, 
taking the key towns of Goma, 
Bukavu and Uvira. 

Many thousands more lined 
the 10 miles from the capital to 
the airport. Tight security 
surrounded the homecoming 
with army sharp-shooters on 
rooftops at the airport and civ- 
il guard troops in trucks along 
the road from the capita I 

The crowds, some wearing 
imitation leopard-skin hats, 
surged forward as the plane tax- 
ied to a halt. 

President Mobutu smiled as 
he walked down the steps from 
the aircraft with his wife, Bobi 
Lad&wa, as cheering, drum-, 
ming, music and chanting re- 
sounded around the airport. 





international 

significant shorts 
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Desperately missed: President gets a rousing welcome at Kinshasa airport following his four-month absence in Europe 


Wearing his trade-mark leop- 
ard-skin hat, he walked unaid- 
ed and easily, carrying, as 
always; a carved walking stick. 

Prime Minister Kengo wa 
Dondo waited at the aircraft 


PhotagrapteAP 


steps. A small girl handed the 
President a huge bouquet of 
flowers. He shook hands afl 
round and joined in singing the 
national anthem. The crowded 
erupted into cheering as he 


raised his arms in acknowl- 
edgement. 

Mr Mobutu and his wife lat- 
er left the airport by car with the 
fiercely loyal presidential guard 
protecting their convoy. 


The Zairean rebels remained 
defiant in spite of the return of 
President Mobutu to Kinshasa, 
and said they were ready for any 
counter-attack on eastern 
Zaire. 


One Zairean newspaper said 
Mr Mobutu plans to stay in 
Zaire for only two or three 
weeks, before completing his 
convalescence in his villa over- 
looking the Mediterranean. 


Milosevic 
meets poll 
protesters 

President Slobodan Milosevic 
of Serbia met students who 
presented demands for 
democracy, (me of whom said 
he promised to investigate 
election-fraud charges. It was 
the first time Mr Milosevic 
met protesters who have held 
four weeks of demonstrations 
since opposition victories in 
local erections were 
overturned. .<4P- Belgrade 

CMirim lawsuit 
cash ‘tainted 

The fund set up to pay the 
First Family’s legal expenses 
returned $640,000 
(£425.000), saying it may be 
from improper sources, as 
controversy continues over 
of dubious Democrat 
funds for the 1996 election. 
The Clintons’ legal bills, 
arising from Whitewater and 
the Paula Jones affair, are 
estimated at S2.2m. 

Rupert ContveO - Washington 

Saddam’s shot 
son reappears 

President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq's son Uday, shot and 
wounded last week, appeared 
on television chatting with a 
Qatari envoy and a reporter. 

Reuter- Baghdad 


Belgian police 
smash Nigerian 
sex-slavering 

Belgian police smashed a 
ring involving 300 Nigerian 
girls brought in on forged 
papers and sold into sex 
slavery. They arrested 12 
people: the ring also involved 
Italy, the Netherlands and 
Germany, although the girls 
mostly ended up as 
prostitutes in Antwerp and 

Brussels. Reuter - Brussels 

Killer wins 
a reprieve 

The US Supreme Court 
stayed the execution of 
Joseph Roger O’Dell, whose 
appeal drew the support of 
the Pope, pending a review of 
his formal appeal. He was 
convicted of murdering a 
woman outside a nightclub. 
AP - Richmond 

Case sheathed 
in mystery 

Israeli police discovered why 
burgled homes near Tel Aviv 
all had greasy doorhandles. 
Thieves caught in a stake-out 
told investigators they had 
used lubricated condoms 
instead of gloves in the 
burglaries because they were 
easier to put on than gloves 
and were fingerprint-safe. 
Reuter - Jerusalem 


EU blocks 
citizens’ 

, right to 
claim 
asylum 
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Sarah Helm gram, are the 'most recent ex- 

Brussels amples of asylum-seeking be- 

tween EU states. In one case a 
European leaders have quietly couple fled Spain after they 
agreed to write off 40 years of were accused of going shelter 
human rights laws by proposing to Basque extremists - an ac- 


V;iU 




that European citizens should 
no longer have the right to claim 


cusatkm they denied. As re- 
cently as 1978 Britain was found 


T 


asylum in another European guilty bythe European Court of 
Union member state. Human rights in Strasbourg of 

A paragraph drafted at the inflicting “inhuman and de- 
weekend Dublin summit sug- grading treatment” on prison- j 
gests that EU governments now ers held in Northern Ireland. | 
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believe tiiat no EU citizen will 
ever again be in need of asylum. 
The proposal was first made by 
Spain, which is angry that Bel- 
gium has offered refuge to al- 
leged supporters of the Basque 
separatist movement, ETA. 
However, other governments 
appear to have aderpted the plan 
with alacrity and intend to in- 
sert it into proposals for creat- 
ing ah “area of freedom justice 
and; security" for European 
citizens. 


Amnesty International has 
recently produced highly criti- 
cal reports on ill-treatment of 
individuals by security forces in 
Germany, France and Italy. 

Concern about the EU plan 
has been heightened by paral- 
lel efforts in the United Nations 
to restrict the definition of 
refugees to exclude people 
deemed by a particular state to 
be “planning, inciting or fund- 
ing terrorism”. 

The EU proposal is also 


Without any public consul- viewed by groups monitoring 
union, the heads of government European justice proposals as a 


have instructed their officials 
working on the EU draft treaty 
to “establish It as a dear prin- 


further indication of the union’s 
increasingly restrictive attitude 
towards asylum and immigration 


ciple that no member state of in general. For more than five 
the Union may apply for asylum years member states have beeo 
in another member state, lak- attempting to co-ordinate pob 

___ icy on asylum and immigration 

_ I by establishing an ever tighter 

“ring fence” around the ELPs ex- 
ternal borders to prevent would- 

governments be refugees entering, 
o A senes of measures have 

intend to create been agreed in oatiine, includ- 

mg a common visa list, and pro- 

an ‘area of "S35CX 

and have regularly complained that 
li ccuuiu cwiVA many of tbese measures have re- 

dPfMlTThv’ duced the ability of asylum 

* seekers to have their cases 

— “ heard. Fbr example the EU has 

ine into account international developed the idea of a “safe 
treaties”. third counny”, which means asy- 

Human rich is bodies and lum seekers from countries 
refege^CTOUps, including the deemed by the EU to be “safe” 
United Nations High Comrais- cannot make a claim, 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Earlier this ycarthe EU 
have reacted with anger, com- adopted a new restrictive defi- 
p Joining the EU intends to re- ration of ^refugee , to establish 
write the 1951 Geneva the principle that only lndrnd- 
Convention, guaranteeing the uals fleeing persecution fiom 
rights of all asylum-seekers to governments or state msotu- 
p resent a case for refuge. dons could have a nght to asy- 
Thc convention defines a Iran in the EU. Amnesty 
refugee as someone with a believes the proposal is part at 
“well-founded fear of persecu- an EU drive to tighten barriers 
lion on the grounds or race re- against all asyium scetera l am 
licion, nationality, membership sure there is a policy to limit the 
of a particular social group or possibility for _peop!e ter seek 
political opinion”. asylum, said Bngitte Ernst of 

Although human rights bod- Amnesty. ’ . 

ics accept that cases of severe The UNHCR behev^ihat 
human rights violations within countries who have signed the 
EU member states are rare. Geneva Conventions, as allEU 
they warn that such violations member have, cannot cordon 
do happen and political cir- off one set of countries saying 
cu instances can swiftly change, the human nghts provisions 
The three Basques, whose cases cannot apply there, 
are before the courts in Bel- Leading article, page 11 
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obituaries / gazette 


Professor 
Quentin Bell 


Marvellous check lies behind 
foe notion that levitation, the 
flouting or mass and weight, 
could become the subject of 
sculpture. Rjr many years a hor- 
izontal lady with a vertical mane 
or hair hovered over Quentin 
Bell's garden, her seemingly 
bronze body in fact made out 
of fibre-glass. Quentin Bed's 
sculpture is only one aspect of 
a multi-Cacetcd career sustained 
throughout by a courageous, ex- 
uberant questioning of precon- 
ceptions and accepted values. It 
was the way he coped with the 
weight of his inheritance. It 

also kept his innoceace intact. 

As the son of Give and 
Vanessa Bell and the nephew of 
Leonard and Virginia Woolf, he 
was bom into the very heart of 
“Bloomsbury". The year was 
1Q10 and therefore he was, as he 
has said, used to say. coeval with 
the first Post- Impressionist ex- 
hibition. He imbibed the tenets 
used to justify this art, regard- 
ed Roger Fry as his first teacher 
and took to heart Fry's premise: 
“In art we know nothing for cer- 
tain." On leaving Leighton Park 
School Bell went to Paris to 
study painting, his artistic edu- 
cation leading him through a 
variety of styles, including ab- 
straction and' Surrealism, before 
his political inclinations direct- 
ed him towards a more social- 
ly committed form of realism, 
in the late 1950s he joined the 
Easton Road SchooL 

The death of his brother, Ju- 
lian, in the Spanish Civil War 
caused an irreparable blow to 
all the inhabitants of Charles- 
ton. the family home on the 
Firle estate in Sussex. This may 
explain why, when exempted 
from military’ service owing to 
a past history of tuberculosis, 
Quentin Bell remained there 
during the first half of the 1939- 
45 war. undertaking farm work 
and in his spare time collabo- 
rating with his mother and 
Dunam Grant on the decora- 
tion of the nearby Berwick 
Church. Brought into the po- 
litical warfare executive by Da- 
vid Garnett, he worked briefly 
on propaganda for the French. 


He also continued to make 
pots, having gone to Stafford- 
shire in 1935 to acquire the nec- 
essary technical knowledge. His 
attitude to this art, however, 
owed less lo tradition than to 
Roger Fry’s belief that pottery 


is essentially a form of sculpture 
its surface texture should 


and 

express directly the artist’s sen- 
ability. Quentin Bell's mugs 
are often imperfectly shaped 
and at least one of his vases 
leaked. But because he resist- 
ed mechanical exactitude his 
pots and plates, with their bhies, 
greens and gold lustre, unfiul- 
mgly convey the pleasure he 
experienced in then making. 

The importance to him dur- 
ing the last .years of his life of 


his daily sojourn in his pottery 
he mav 

have felt di 


hints at the frustration ne may 
luring the 25 years he 
lectured on the history and 
theory of art. His distinguished 
career in education began at 
.King's College, Newcastle, in 
1952 and brought him profes- 
sorships at the universities of 
Leeds and Sussex. He was also 
Slade Professor of Fine Art at 
Oxford University during 1964- 
65 and, the next year, Ferens 
Professor of Fine Art at Hull 
University. 


Perhaps Bell’s chief gift as a 
: of hum 


teacher was his use of humour 
to infiltrate his message into the 
minds of his listeners. As his 
published lectures reveal, he 
wore his erudition lightly and 
combined a combative stance 
with a conversational manner. 
He developed on interest in Vic- 
torian and in particular Pre- 


Raphaelite artists long before 
t lastuon. 


these came back into 
He also wrote on Ruskin, Roger 
Montand and the history of art 
education in the 19th century. 

Less well known is a small 
book published in 1957 - The 
True story of Cinderella, written 
and illustrated by Bell for his 
nieces. The overflow of his 
^native energy in his private 
to the devising of plays 
and treasure hunts, and to such 
vigorous ornamentation of 
Christmas cakes, baked in lat- 
er years by his daughters, that 


not a scrap of kmg sugar could 
be seen beneath the crystallised 
fruit, angelica and silver balls. 
His extravagant imagination 
delighted in fantasy aim narra- 
tive. This became especially 
noticeable when clay finally 
took over from paint as his chief 
means of artistic expression. His 
terracotta figurines, one of 
which was entitled Invisible 
Man Rapes Invisible 'Woman, 
prove that nothing was beyond 
his grasp. 

In these small sculptures he 
seemed to be turning his back 
on "significant form", to be 
flying in the face of what had be- 
come an established aesthetic 
orthodoxy. But if there was a 
teasing element behind his pur- 
suit of the bizarre, erotic and 
anecdotal, his attitude to art was 
fundamentally serious. It was 
also in part shaped by his po- 
litical awareness of art's rela- 
tionship with society. This 
determined both his firet book. 
On Human Finery (1947), a wit- 
ty, erudite study of fashion, and 
this coflection of essays Bad Ait 
(1989), which attends to the 
many paradoxes surrounding 
the notion of "bad” art, not least 
the fact that bad art is often 
made out of desire on the part 
of the artist to produce that 
which society deems good. 

The appearance in 1968 of his 
short book Bloomsbury sig- 
nalled his acceptance of another 
significant role, one he occupied 
in a unique partnership with his 
wife, Anne Olivier Bell, whom 
he had married in 1952. To- 
gether they began the task of 
sorting through the great cache 
of papeis that would explain his 
family's history and its cultural 
legacy to the world at large. To 
scholars of all nationalities, 
myself included, Quentin Bell 
offered availability and intelli- 
gence, patience and sternness, 
in an unremitting concern to 
make sure that the record was 
not falsified. 

Whether be was rebutting the 
recurrent slipshod use of the 
term “Bloomsbury” or the 
wilder sillinesses emanating 
from the extremes erf American 



Belt: maverick with a roguish 


and English academic life, he 
consistently upheld facts and 
reason against bigotry and false 
argument. An important link in 
this development had been his 
friendship with Leonard Woolf. 
It might have seemed that 
Quentin, the maverick nephew 
with a roguish humour, was ifl- 
sulted to the task of writing the 
biography of Virginia Woolf. 
But it was Leonard Woolf, the 
personification of austerity and 
rationality, who asked him to do 
iL And despite subsequent bi- 
ographies, including Lyndall 
Gordon’s prize-winning interi- 
or life and, more recently, 
Hermione Lee's superlative 
study, Quentin Bell’s two- 
volume Virginia Woolf a biog- 
raphy (1972) retains authority. 

With his sister, Angelica Gar- 
nett, and his wife, he also 
worked successfully toward the 
preservation of Charleston and 
its decorations by Duncan 
Grant and Vanessa Bell, 
through the setting up of the 
Charleston Trust Though this 
added greatly to the many de- 
mands on him, he still found 
time to bold regular exhibitions, 


to write a novel. The Brandon 
Ripers (1985), books on the Pre- 
Raphaelites and the techniques 
of terracotta, and finally his 
memoirs. Elders and Betters 
(1995), which emerged after 
three foiled attempts at autobi- 
ography. He also delighted many 
audiences, at home and abroad, 
with his unexpected pockets of 
memory, which further revealed 
his fecundity and the humane 
wisdom beneath his sense of fun 
and profound irreverence. 

Frances Spalding 


Quentin Claudian Stephen Bed, 
painter, sculptor, potter, art his- 
torian and writer bom London 
19 August 1910; Lecturer in Art 
Education, King's College, New- 
castle 1952-56, Senior Lecturer 
1956-62; Professor of Fine Art, 
Leeds University 1962-67; Slade 


verdty 1964-65; Ferens Professor 
ofFmeArt, Hull University 1965- 
66; Professor of the History and 
Theory of Art, Sussex University 
1967-75 (Emeritus); married 
1952 Anne Olivier Popham (me 
son, two daughters); died Firle, 
Sussex 16 December 1996. 


Ruby Murray 



Ruby Murray's _ huskily girlish 
voice, its plaintive tunefulness 
enhanced by an involuntary 
catch in the throat took the pop 
world by storm in the mid- 
Fifties and made the young 

Irish singer one of the most suc- 
cessful stars in the history of 
B ritish popular music. 

Her hteatant, rfy quality gave 
her thflt touch of amateurism 
which the British public loves, 
while foe intimate Duskiness of 
her delivery added sex appeal. 
She set a pop-chart record by 
having five hits in the Tbp 
Twenty at one time feat 
equalled only by Elvis Presley 
and Madonna), while hex name 
has entered British folklore as 

rhyming shing for “curry’’. Her 
private life, though, was nothap- 
py and blighted by. the chronic 
alcoholism that caused her 
death. 

Born in 1935 in Belfast to a 
Scottish father and an Irish 
mother, Murray had an opera- 
tion for swollen glands whoa she 
was six weeks old which left her 
with an unusually husky voice. 
A childhood visit to see the mm- 
strel performer G JEL Elliott at 
the music-hall inspired her to 
join a children’s choir r and 
soon she was performing solo. 
When she was 12 she made her 
professional d&ut on Irish tele- 
vision and two years later, with 
her mother as chaperone, she 
was touring in variety. 

Over the next five years she 


the Tbp Twenty, three more 

hits followed in rapid succesaom 

the New Musical Express voted 
her Britain’s favourite feanatevo- 
calist (she received over 1,000 
votes more than her nearest ri- 
val AbnaCogan), Bernard Del- 
font signed her to co-star with 

Non^V^sdomattheLonckra 

Palladium in the revue Painting 
die Town , and she appeared in 
the Royal \fcriety Show. ' 

The following year she was 
heard on screen singing You 
Are My First Lows” in /ft Great 
to be Vrnng, had an acting role 
as a chambermaid in the 
Frankie Howerd comedy A 
Touch of the Sun, and made the 

firs of two successful tours of 
the United States. Though she 
was to have two more modest 
record hits, “Goodbye, Jimmy, 
Goodbye" (1959) and “Change 
Your Mind" (1970), and con- 
tinued to headline variety bills 
in the provinces for another two 
decades, her career was never 
to reach such a peak again, 
while problems in ner person- 
al life plus the stresses of her ca- 
reer prompted addiction to 
both alcohol and valium. 

She married her first hus- 
band, Bernard Burgess, of the 
dose harmony group the Jones 
Boys, in 1957, and in 1962 they 


would smoke 80 cigarettes a 
dav ) In 1982 she was arrested 
and fined for being drunk and 

disorderly - she spent a night m 
a cell and is alleged to have en- 
tertained the police wife her hit 0 
songs. Still fondly remembered, 
she received a standing ovation 
in 1985 when she appeared in 
the concert Forty Years of 
Peace in the preface of 
Princess Anne, but her anal 
London appearance, at Brick 
Lane Music Hall in March 
1993, revealed a frail, halting 
performer. . , „ 

Fbr the last two years she had 


and Scotland. When her 

touring show TStnkee Doodle 
Blarney played at the Metro- 
politan Music Hall in London 
in 1954, the television produc- 
er Richard Afton, who had 
been responsible for her Irish 
television appearance as a dnld. 


started a year-long tour of 
' i Snow ' 


to succeed Joan Regan as res- 
ident anger in his television 
series Quite Contrary. 

Murray’s first appearance on 
the show prompted the record 
producer Ray Martin to gwe her 
a contract with Columbia 
Records. Her second release, 
“Heartbeat", went to No 2 m the 
charts, and was followed by the 
song which was to become her 
signature tune, “Softly,, Softly” 
(by Pierre Dudan, Paddy 
Roberts and Mark Paul), a No 
I hit and a sensational success: 
While these two sonjpwere in 


Britain in Snow White and die 
Seven Dwarfs. When Murray fell 
in love with the comedian Frank 
Parsnip who was.botb married 
and a Roman Catholic, the 
stresses it put on her marriage 
increased her reliance on alco- 
hol. She joined Alcoholics 
Anonymous and twice spent 
time in a psychiatric hospital af- 
ter nervous breakdowns. When 
she and Burgess divorced in 
1977, he alleged that she was 
prone to physical violence and 
he was awarded custody of 
their two children Julie and Tim 
(now the singer Tim Murray). 

The same year Murray began 

living with Ray Lamar, a the- 
atrical manager for Bernard 
Detfont, and m 1993 they were 
married. Tboagi it was a lov- 
ing relationrinp, foe chronic 
alcoholism persisted, despite 
repeated attempts by Murray to 
stop. (When she did stop, she 



Murray; ‘Softiy, softy 
Photograph: Hutton Getty 


totally given up drinking, but her 
liver bad become irreparably 
damaged and for the eight 
months until her death foe was 
a patient in a nursing home. The 
LBC broadcaster Lee Stevens, 
her manager for 12 years, said, 
“She gave happiness to mflKous 
of people, but sadly foe never 
found real happiness herself." 

Torn Vallanee 


jillenniuw 

jfcibr th' 

Id south 


Ruby Florence Campbell Murray 
singer bom Belfast 29. March 
1935; married 1957 Barnard 
Burgess (oneson, one daughter, 
marriage dissolved 1977), 1993^ 
Ray Lamar, died Torquay, Devon - 
17 December 1996. 



Norman Hackforth 


. ' 

* 


Norman Hackforth’s life 
changed when the BBC pro- 
ducer Cldand Finn chose him 
as a “Mystery Voice" to tell the 
listeners at home what the next 
object was going to be in a new 
series of radio parlour games 
entitled Tiiwift' Questions. His 
“dark brown voice" proved per- 
fect for the job and on 14 
March 1947 the first pro- 
gramme was broadcast It was 
an immediate hit. 

In the post-war 1940s, when 
the nearest thing to a screen on 
the chunk of furniture in the 
corner was an illuminated dial 
showing dozens of world-wide 
stations from Hihvrsum to Sch- 
enectady. it was the voice, not 
the face, that counted. By 1923 
we already had a Golden Voice 
of Radio, the velvety smooth 
tones of Stewart Hibburd who 
hade ihc nation. “Goodnight, 
cxervhody . . . goodnight." This 
was the first radio cilchphrasc. 
The pause in the phrase, which 
was w hat turned it into a catch- 
phrase. was. according to its 
e» ening-diessed creator, "so 
ili.ii the listener at home could 
answer me hack, and so that I 
i'Hild have the last word”. 

Fhc Si her Voice followed, 
the tenor Yal Rosing who sang 
s*< sweetly about the "Icddv 
Bears' Picnic" with 1 lent} Hall 
and his BBl Dance Orchestra. 
Then came the Sinister Voice, 
that * T Valentine Dyall. who in- 
toned *' This is i our story-teller, 
the Mjii lit Black” before 


every late-night instalment of 
Appointment With Fear (1943). 

Finally, with a nod towards 
one unofficial Golden tfoice, the 
fruity tones of Syd Walker, the 
wandering junk man of Band 
Waggon (1939 - catcbphrase 
“What would you do, chums?”), 
we had the Mystery Voice. 

For a while the Mystery 
Voice was just that, a mystery. 
But with the passing of time and 
the rapidly increasing success of 
TWenty Questions, he was duly 
revealed as Norman Hackforth. 
Hackforth was the slender, 
small, and short-trousered pi- 
anist who accompanied Noel 
Coward on his many troop con- 
certs throughout the wilder 
theatres of war. Together they 
put on shows from South Africa 
to Burma by way of Ceylon. 

After the war their associa- 
tion continued, on and off. In 
1947 Hackforth wrote and 
staged his own revue, Between 
Ourselves. Coward went on 
opening night, but confided to 
his diary, “Awful, with a couple 
of good ideas bungled and a cast 
of repellent unattractiveness.” 

Norman Hackforth was bom 
in India in 1908. By the late 
1920s he could be seen playing 
and singing in the John Logie 
Baird experimental television 
programmes on the original 
spinning disc system, and in 
1929 he was picked out of 
cabaret to do his turn in two ear- 
ly talkie shorts - Musical Mo- 
ments and A Song or Two. He 



ftnd the meet object Hackforth on Twenty Questions in 1948 


also acted in Eight Cylinder 
Love (1934), a Quota Quickie 
in which Pat Aheme played a 
kidnapped racing driver. 

The format o\ Twenty Ques- 
tions, based an the family par- 
lour game Animal, Vegetable or 
Mineral, was bought from its 
American adapters by a popu- 
lar pre-war dance band leader, 
and soon the post-broadcast an- 
nouncement of “By arrange- 
ment with Maurice Wmnick" 
became a catchphrase in itself. 

Twenty Questions not only 
gave the husky Hackforth a new 
lease on life, fut it did the same 


for several other long-time ra- 
dio names. The chairman was 
Stewart MacPherson, a pre- 
war ice hockey commentator, 
keeping control of the impres- 
sionist Jack 'Rain, at a loose end 
through the sudden ending of 
It’s That Man , Richard Dim- 
. bleby, the war correspondent 
(not yet a television personali- 
ty), and Anona Winn, once the 
leader of her own dance band, 
the Winners, Later Gilbert 


Home followed Harding. The 
genial Home would become the 
subject of a biography by Hack- 
forth, Sob For Home (1976). 

WhSst the total run of Twen- 
ty Questions set up a record for 
panel games - it lasted from 
1947 to 1976 -the fuD number 
of foows is unknown. The BBC 
refuses to acknowledge its run 
on Radio Luxembourg, where 
it was sponsored by Craven A 
cork- tips. Hackforth would not 
see foe entire series through, but 
was suddenly plucked from his 
“secret room” and turned into 
a panellist himself in 1965. He 
did appear as himself in The 
Twenty Questions Murder Mys- 
tery (1948), later re-issued as 
Murder on the Air. In foe cast, 
headed by Robert Beatty and 
Rona Anderson, the full classic 
radio team appeared: Train, 
Dimbleby, MacPherson, Daph- 
ne Padel and Jeanne de Casalis. 

In later days Hackforth filled 
the post of the first musical di- 
rector of Anglia Television, and 
in his retirement wrote his own 
autobiography, published in 
1976 and now extremely hard to 
find. He called it And the Next 
Object Is , his catchphrase from 
Twenty Questions. 

Denis Gifford 


Harding, the grumpy old grum- 
bler of radio, took over when 


MacPherson returned to Cana- 
da, and the comedian Kenneth 


As accompanist to Noel Cow- 
ard, writes Philip Hoare, Nor- 
man Hackforth joined a small 
band of musicians who con- 
tributed rather more to the 
Master's work than keeping op 


with a pell-mell rendition of 
“Mad Dogs andEnglishmen”. 

Hadrfbrth’s relationship with 
Coward began in 1941, when be 
succeeded Elsie April and Robb 
Stewart as his amanuensis and 
arranger; Hackforth helped 
Coward write such wartime 
classics as “London Pride” and 
“Won't You Please Oblige Us 
With a Bren Gun”. 

In 1943, when Coward was 
touring foe Middle East war 
zone, he met ug with Hackforth 
and engaged him as his pianist 
on a tour of South Africa. Itwas 
a memorable trip for both par- 
ties. Hackforth remembered 
the nerve-wradted first night of 
the tour in Cape Tbwn, when 
Coward engaged the Cape 
Tbwn Municipal Orchestra to 
open with a selection from 
Wagner and Rossini. The effect 
was calculated to “bore foe be- 
jesus out of foe audience 77 , said 
Hackforth; after that “they'll be 
only too delighted to see us”. 
Coward and Hackforth went cm 
to play throughout southern 
Africa, from hospital canteens 
in what is now Soweto, to the 
Pretoria Country Club. 

Mountbalten having asked 
Cfowazd to extend bis tour to foe 
Ear East, Coward and Hack- 
forth arrived in India in foe 
monsoon. Acquring an upright 
piano (“from first to last a ma- 
lign, te m pe ram ental little mon- 
ster 77 ), they spent 10 hellish 
days m the jungle, made worse 
by not entirely appreciative au- 


diences: Hackforth “open- 
necked, sweat-stained knaki 
shirt, with a lock of damp hair 
hanging over one eye, and ham- 
menngaway at the little Trea- 
sure as though he was at his lasp 
gasp and this was the last con- 
scious action afhis life” as Cow- 
ard sang to 2,000 booing black 
GIs who had never heard of this 
effete limey. Throughout, Hack- 
forth “kept his temper, his sense 
of humour and his health, which 
was foe most surprising of all, for 
bus looks as resolutely belied his 
constitution then as they do to- 
day”, wrote Coward in 1954. 
“IBs face is always wan and set 
in deceptively morose lines, and 
no burning sun, no stinging 
wind has ever succeeded in 
tinting lightly its waxen pallor.” 

Although Hackforth main- 
tained that they worked to- 
gether “very amiably, indeed, 
always”, in later years, he was 
keen to set the record straight 
on his relationship with Coward, 
first in his memons, and latterly 
in interviews. He was particu- 
larly exercised by comments in 
Coward's “ghastly diaries which 
realty show him up in such a vile 
light I don’t know why anybody 
ever published them". 

Coward underplayed Hack- 
forth ’span in his remvention as 
a cabaret singer. In 1951, Hack- 
forth was playing for Beatrice 
Lillie at the Caf£ de Paris 
(which he was also promoting): 
NoH came io the first night, had a 
rfnnlc with me afterwards and said 


course' yon 


cabaretr I said "( 
would. I’ve been Hying to get job to 
do it for years! why don't < — — * 


do it for years! Why don t you set z:. 
yourself a good agent and see what 
happens?” He said “I don’t want an 


agent -you can be my agent" So I 
was. And I got him his Smt booking 



- it wasn’t wry difficult, I may say, 
egotiated it. 


but I actually negotiat 


—•I .. 
>.■« - 


In 1954, Hackforth joined 
Coward in Jamaica, “Slaving 
away every day” on the score for 
the abortive muscalAfertheBaS. 
Coward saw h in Bristol the fol- 
lowing year. “The otehestii was 
appalling, foe orchestrations be- 
neath contempt, and poorNor- 
man conducted like a stick ofwet 
asparagus . . , The whole score 
wfll have to be re-orchestrated 
from overture to finale arid Nor- 
man wifl have to be fired.” “TJp- 
ical Nod COward exaggeration,” 
countered Hackforth. . 

The working relationship 
with Coward ended that year, 
when Hackforth was unable to 
acquire an American permit for 
Coward’s planned cabaret con- 

quest of Las Vegas. Mariene Di- 
etrich found a new accompanist 
and arranger for Coward: Pfetti 
Matz, who become another' in 
the long line of unsung herpes 
who underscored foe career of 
a musically illiterate, but 
supremely gifted genius. 


■TZ\r. 
Si. - • 
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Norman Hackforth, actor, aanat, 
broadcaster bom Gaya, buSti 20 
December 1908; married Pamela 
(n£e Hall died 1995); dtetTen- 
terden, Kent 14 DecanbefJ996. 
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Birthdays 

Held Mardul Lord Branull. Lord- 
Ucuicrun! of Greater London. 77: 
Mi>s Frjocvv Crook, director. 
Howard League Tor Penal Reform, 
■W; Mr Juln Dussin. film duvesor. H4; 
Lt-Cdr tan Fimi VC, Th; Mr 
ChrUiivphcr Fr>. playwright. S9; 
Pamela. Lady Horici'b. jntrrnalru 
and prndih'r/. fti ftafesur MkiucJ 
Kdrrivon. Vice -Chance Hot, Wuher- 
lurapfim I'niieiwty. 55: Mr Romeo 
Le Blanc. Governor-General of 
Canada, 69; Mr Geoffrey Lirflhnuse 
MR?i; Lord MacLcan,a Senator uf 
the College of Justice in Scotland, 5R; 
Lord Merlyri’Rccv. former Home 
Secretary. ?(•; Mr Mohammed AIL 
bowr, 53; Mr John Mon, former 

chairman, VriUiam SbkliU, Mr Al- 
bert Pheey. Director -General, Na- 
tnmal Criminal Intelligence Service, 

JK; Mwi Annette Page- ballerina, 64: 
Dr Joyce Rcyra»UK hisionan. Th; Mr 
Keith Rielunl, guiiarrit with the 
Rolling Slones. 53: Uwd Rubens of 
Waldjngbam. former Coal Board 
and Ytckm chamnan, Stic Mr Stmvn 
Spielberg, film funduccr and dirtc- 
iur, 4i; Sir Ctuviophcr Snun-Whue. 
High Court judge. 63: Mr Joe Wade, 
former trade union leader. T7; The 
Right Rev Roy wniuunboa. Bishop 
of Southwark. 64. 


story writer. 1S7U: Paul Hee. abstract 
painter. 1879: Dame Gladys Coop- 
er, actress. 1S88: Betty (Elizabeth 
Rnlhl Grahle, actress. 19Ih. Deaths: 
Antonio Srradnan. riolin maker. 

Dotolhs Leigh Savers, detec- 
tive story writer. 195"; Sam Wana- 
maker. actor, director and producer, 
ivn.l. On this day: under the 13th 
Amendment, slavery was abolished 
in the United States. IS65; the 
French newspaper Le Monde was is- 
sued for the Oiv time. 1944; afier dis- 
cirsswn in (he House of Lords, the 
death penalty for murder was final- 
ly abolished in Britain. IW. Tbdiy 
s ibe Feast Day of St FLzncan. St Ga- 
tun. Saints Rufus and Zcsimus. St 
Samthan and St Wine bald. 


Lectures 

Nrtimml GaBcrr: Mari Grilfilh, “A 1 - 
ter Blake (iuh modem Mndonnas". 

ipm. 

Tste Gnflery: Justix Hopkins. “Vi- 
sions of the Real World (tik Cauvy n 
Town painicrs", ipm. 


Anniversaries 


Births; Qurles Wesley, hymn-wnte:. 
1707; Joseph Grimaldi, down, 17"9; 
Sdki i Hector Hugh MtmreL short- 


Luncheons 

HM Governmeai 

The Hon Nkhclas Soamcs MP, Min- 
ister of State for foe .Armed Forces, 
was the host at a luncheon held 
yesterday at Lancaster Hi'msc, St 
James's. London SW1, in honour of 
Dr Audizcj Karkwzka. Firs Deputy 
Minster Tor National Defence of the 
Republic of Poland. 


Officer had reasonable grounds for arrest of suspect 


O’ Bara r Chkf Constable of the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary; House 
of Lords (Lord Goff of CheKcIey, 
Lord MusuH. Lord Sicyn. Lord 
Hoffmann. Lord Hope of 
Craighead.) 12 December 1996 


LAW REPORT 


18 December 1996 


for damages for unlawful arrest 
and false imprisonment. 


The mere fact that a police con- 
stable had been instructed by a 
superior officer to arrest a per- 
son was not capable of amount- 
ing to “reasonable grounds for 
suspecting” that person of be- 
ing involved in terrorism under 
the Prevention of Terrorism 
(Temporary Provisions) Act 
1984. The constable must be 

grrea some basisforsucb an in- 
struction, such as a report of 
an inforroet; from which he 
could reasonably form a gen- 
uine suspicion in his own mind, 

■ The House of Lords dis- 


use impnsoi 

Section 12(1) of foe 1984 Act 
section 14(1' 


(now section 14(1) of the In- 
vention of Terrorism (Tbi 
rary Provisions) Act 1! 
provided that: 
a constable may arrest without war- 
rant k ptrtOfl whom he has reason- 
able grounds for suspecting to be 

... (b) a person who is or has been 
concerned in the camxmsaoa, prepa- 
ration or instigation of acts of 
terrorism . . . 


at Strand Road Police Station 
at 530 am on the morning of 
28 December 1985. The pur- 
pose of the briefing was to 
mount an operation to search 
houses to look for weapons or 
other evidence and to arrest a 
number of people in connection 
with a recent act of terrorism. 
The briefing was conducted by 
an inspector and was attended 
by a number of other officers. 

The court held that the in- 


missed an appeal by the pb in- 
ti O'Hara, against the 


tiff Gerard O'Hara, against the 
decision of the Court of Appeal 
on 6 May 1994, affirming foe 
decision of Mr Justice McCol- 
lum cm 14 September 1990, dis- 
mbsing foe plaintiff's cbim 
against the Chief Constable of 
the Royal Ulster Constabulary 


The plaintiff was arrested on 
.28 December 1985 after a 
search had been conducted at 
his house at 72 Duncreggan 
Road, Londonderry. He was 
detained for questioning at 
Castlereagh Police Office 
before subsequently being 
released without charge. 

At the trial of foe plaintiffs 
action against the Chief Con- 
stable, foe arresting officer, 
DC Stewart, said in evidence 
that he had attended a briefing 


was admissible and was ^ _ 
dent to constitute foe state of 
mind required of an arresting 
officer under section 12(l)(b). 
Hugh Kennedy QC and Barry Mac- 
Demid BL (BJtL BrnbergA Co) jar 
the plaintiff; Putiick CogJiSn QCand 
Piers Grant BL (Treasury Sotidtor) Jor 
the defendant 


the mind of the arresting offi- 
cer when the power was exer- 
ciser fo part fr was a subjective 
test, because he must have 
formed a genuine suspicion in 
his own mind that the person 
had been concerned in acts of 
terrorism. 

In part itwas also an objec- 
tive one, because there must 
also be reasonable grounds for 
the suspicion- But the objective 
test did. not require the court 
to look beyond what was in foe 
mind of foe arresting officer. 

It was the grounds which 
were in his mind at foe tit ug 

which must be found to be zea- 


they were reasonable, but 
whether a reasonable man 
would be of that opinion, hav- 
ing regard to foe mfonnation 
which was m the mind of tte$!> 
resting officer. It was fofcidh 
resting officer’s own acristet 
of foe information which be. 
had which mattered; not'wb* 1 
was observed by or knowh,toJ 
anyone else. ,. J 

The information acted Op ty 
the arresting officer need not 
be based on his ownobseiva- 

tionsr as he was entided to fom. 

a suspicion based oa 
had been told tfis reasonaW* 


sonable grounds for the suspi- 
VI foe 


Lord Hope said the test which 
section 12(1} laid down was a 
simple but practical one. It 
related entirety to what was in 


cion he bad formed All 

objective test required was that 
these grounds be examined 
objectively and that they be 
judged at the time when the 
power was exercised 
The question was not 
whether foe arresting officer 
himself thought at foe time that 


iumjauoD which naq 
en to him anonymonsty.cn *f 
might be based cm 
perhaps in the course 
emergency, which tumecrw*. 
later to be wrong. As it was lM 
information which was Suf* 
mind alone that was rele«^ 
it was not necessary to 
that the information or 6 
which his suspicion was ~ w s , 
were true. • 


Paul 
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EU asylum should not just be discarded 


N o Citizen of any countiy in the 
huropean Union should ever 
need to seek asylum in another 
- cu state, so which liberal pro" 
European could disagree that the 
time has come to abolish the right to 
do so? Well, we may be liberal and 
pro-huropean, but in our view ring 
proposal is premature and potentially 
dangerous. J 

The abolition of asylum claims 
within the EU is, as we report today, 
one _ of the hitherto-unnoticed sug- 
gestions in the draft treaty tabled at 
last weekend’s Dublin su mmi t The 
document proposes that “no citizen of 
a member state of the Union may 
apply Jot asylum in another member 
state." As no one can remember the 
last time any EU national was granted 
asylum in another EU country this 
may seem like a bit of harmless defy- 
ing up, of limited interest in the day- 
to-day. Nowhere in the EU as 
presently constituted is there any 
country where violence for political 
ends can be justified, and so it follows 
that there cannot be any “freedom 
fighters” seeking sanctuary. Nor can 
. anyone in the EU suffer from, in the 
£ words of the 1951 Geneva Convention, 

T a a well-founded fear of persecution” 
by their government on grounds of 
race, religion or nationality. So the 
argument goes. 

And, as the EU is already an area 
in which there is free movement of 


people, made up of established demo- 
cratic states which respect human 
rights, the Irish draft treaty argues that 
“ this would be a ampffiratioiTtd'help 
create an “area of freedom, security 
and justice”. 

Well, hold on a minute. We should 
be treating the negotiations about 
Europe's future with the same level of 
seriousness and ambition as the 
drafters of the American Constitution. 
That is not our view: ii is the view 
declared by John Bruton, the Irish 
Prime Minister, at the end of the sum- 
mit last weekend. Let us put aside the 
unworthy thought that Mr Bruton, 
John Major and Helmut Kohl do not 
stand comparison with James Madi- 
son, George Washington and Ben- 
jamin Franklin. Let us instead wel- 
come the idea of a European 
Constitution and look at what It means 
to be serious and ambitious about 
drafting it. 

It is no good foisting a draft treaty 
entitled “Adapting the EU for the 
Benefit of its Peoples” on the peoples 
of Europe without a real attempt to 
consult and inform those same 
peoples. Specifically, the right to 
“internal asylum" may be largely theo- 
retical, but it raises hugely significant 
issues, and it has hot been debated in 
any meaningful way. There are further 
grounds for scepticism, in that far from 
being part of a disinterested attempt 
to simplify the laws of the EU “for the 
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benefit of its peoples", this proposal 
seems to arise from a desire to 
appease the Spanish government The 
Spaniards were outraged at the start 
of this year when the Belgian govern- 
ment refused to extradite two Basque 
separatists on terrorism charges. The 
Belgian authorities may have been 
swayed by reports of the appalling 
state of some Spanish jails, which 
could conceivably amount to 
“inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment” - a phrase from the 
European Convention on Human 
Rights which is often used as a defin- 
ition of “persecution". 


Now, all EU member states are sig- 
natories to the European Convention 
and so there should be no question of 
human rights abuse within the fron- 
tiers of the Union. But there is. The 
United Kingdom has in the past been 
found guilty of subjecting suspected 
terrorists in Northern Ireland to 
degrading treatment. And the proce- 
dures for enforcing rights under the 
Convention are cumbersome. More 
fundamentally, those rights are not 
part of EU law. They have been incor- 
porated into the laws of some mem- 
ber states, but oot others (such as 
Britain’s). 


It would be wrong in principle, 
therefore, for the EU to legislate io 
remove the right to internal asylum 
1 until it has also legislated to protect 
the human rights of its citizens. But 
this does indeed take us into the ter- 
ritory of a Constitution for Europe - 
which would be a good thing, but into 
which we should not stray by accident 
or stealth. The abolition of asylum 
within the EU would also be more 
credible if all EU countries had evi- 
dently fair procedures, and if the 
trend in our attitudes to refugees 
from elsewhere in the world were 
towards strengthening rather than 
weakening protection for the perse- 
cuted. Sadly, the trend is in the oppo- 
site direction. Michael Howard’s pos- 
turing at the United Nations this 
week, to refuse asylum to tftpse sus- 
pected of the “planning, in ci t em ent or 
funding of terrorism", cannot override 
the European Convention on Human 
Rights, which protects people from 
inhuman or degrading treatment “irre- 
spective of the person in question". 
But it casts a dark shadow over the 
Home Secretary’s intentions. 

Until we do have a European Con- 
stitution, it is risky to argue that the 
Union is fast becoming such a perfect 
group of countries that the citizens of 
one would never need protection in 
another. Hie history of our Continent 
this century is not reassuring: we have 
seen paroxysms of violence and per- 


secution in unlikely places. Politics con 
change, and there are still large fascist 
parties across Europe. 

It might Tie argued that, because 
there are no applications for asylum 
within the EU (apart, apparently, 
from Jehovah's Witnesses who occa- 
sionally claim unsuccessfully that they 
are persecuted), there is no need for 
a right to asylum. A better argument 
would be that no protection should be 
removed until it can be shown that it 
will never be needed. 

A time to give... 
2pinthe£l 

*Ttis the season to be scumming. 

A Only 2p in every pound that cus- 
tomers spend on Books Etc’s “home- 
less charities" cards actually goes to a 
good cause - in contrast to the 20p that 
Dcbcnhams passes on. But there's no 
point in getting too indignant; these 
companies are cashing in on our lazi- 
ness, not our festive generosity. If wc 
really cared about donating to charity, 
we could check the small print on the 
side of the cards and avoid those which 
try to conceal how much cash they are 
rally passing on. The solution is simple. 
Don’t get mad complaining about ex- 
ploitative retailers and publishers; get 
even, and wield a little consumer power. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


A millennium 
park for the 
stifled south 

Sir A major new National Park in 
the pastoral south-eastern comer 
of the country would be a 
wonderful millennium project 
(leading article, 13 December). 
This could buy up set-aside farming 
and (ideally m hill and remote 
countryside) and landscape it, 
removing modem field patterns, 
fences and walls to create a large 
area of old-style heathland or deer 
forest in which walkers and horse- 
riders could roam free. As a 
climber I would like to see such a 
national park contain artificial 
cliffs, boulders and edges (carefully 
designed to blend into the 
environment), and water sports 
could also be catered for with large 
lakes drained at times of spate by 
wild water rivers for rafting and 
canoeing. 

The “Capability” Browns of the 
21st century could make their 
reputations by providing pleasing 
environments, not fora privileged 
aristocracy but for mass popular 
use. The car could be restricted to 
the periphery and the odd through 
route. Adjacent railway stops could 
allow easy access from the dries. 

I recall with despair the very 
inadequate walking and outdoor 
recreational possibilities within 
striking distance of north London 
when 1 lived there in the Seventies. 
Public footpaths were jealously 
hemmed in with barbed wire fences 
and areas of open hills, fields or 
heathland were in short supply. 
Contrasting this with the 
magnificent moors, forests, rivers, 
crags and lakes that I can now 
enjoy in close proximity to my 
home near Macclesfield, 1 am 
amazed that people in the south 
have put up with outdoor 
recreational poverty for so long. 
Every weekend, thousands of them 
pack the motorways on the long 
trek north or west to the distant 
national parks. 

A large area (or areas) of public 
recreation space linking up the 
fields, hills, copses and rivers in 
sonic of the remoter areas of, say, 
Oxfordshire. Bedfordshire. 
Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire 
and Northamptonshire would be a 
priceless national asset for the 
future and would also create jobs 
and boost tomisl-rclaied activities 
in an area now given up mainly to 
monotonous modern agriculture. 
KEN WILSON 
LangUy. Cheshire 

Sir. Your leading article castigating 
the plans for monumental 
celebration of the millennium is apt 
and timely. The ideal project would 
be one whose value would grow 
with the years, not decay once the 

party's over. . 

Whv not it set of projects which 

move us forward environmentally? 

In addition to your excellent 
deciduous forests, what about 
millennial allotments, millennial 
evde paths (but to meet real 
evervdav transport needs, not 
weekend leisure), even millennial 
house insulation? 

What about technology? A 
hundred and fifty years ago, 

Victorian society created the great 
museums and institutions of 
learning to ensure that the countiy 
would benefit from advances in 
knowledge and creativity. In recent 
years, manv advancing nations have 
'kick-started this process by 
creating national centres; the 
excellent Jawaharlal Nehru Centre 
for Advanced Scientific Research 
in Bangalore is one of many. A few 
years ago, the UK toyed with the 
idea of Faraday Centres"; the 
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mill ennium is the time for it to be 
dusted off. 

Lastly, the future of the UK 
depends on our children and their 
children. One simple idea would be 
a national programme to teach 
parenting skills, both in school and 
m the community. 

Professor CHRJS ADAMS 
Birkenhead, Merseyside 

Sin I too am attracted by the idea 
of a Millennium Forest. But before 
we plant it, would it be a good idea 
lo demolish another forest: the 
pylons that disfigure so much of 
our countryside? Spending £700m 
on burying power rabies would 
provide more people with a 
significant and enduring 
monument than any current plans 
for domes and wheels. 

MORNY DAVISON 
Templecombe. Somerset 

Sir Quite right. Dump the empty 
Greenwich “celebration". My 
recipe for success? First, sack the 
Millennium Commission and let no 
one over 30 (apart from myself, at 
49) near any future plans. Second, 
make the Glastonbury Festival in 
the year 2000 the centrepiece of a 
nationwide celebration of music of 
all kinds in all places. Third, hire a 
creative madman (Jean -Paul 
Gaultier comes to mind) to 
produce an extravagant parade 
through the streets of London as a 
focus for a street party. 

BRIAN G MITCHELL 
Cambridge 

Sin You are right to attack the 
tawdry proposals for a mfllennium 
exhibition at Greenwich. An 
alternative would be to create an 
open space around St PmA’s 
C athedral and down to the Thames 
by clearing away the relatively 


undistinguished buildings which 
currently hem in Wren's 
masterpiece. 

JOHN HUTCHINSON 
London SW20 

Sir. Your leading article highlights 
the empty symbolism of the 
proposed mfllennium projects. 
Something more worthy of a civilised 
country would he for an millennium 
funds to be put towards eliminating 
homelessness and ensuring that 
every family and individual had a 
decent home to live in. 

(Sister) JOAN FABER RSCJ 
London E7 

Sir Why do we have to celebrare 
the year 2000 by building 
something? Why can’t we celebrate 
by getting rid of an eyesore, eg 
Slough? 

RPHEINEMANN 
Caversham, Berkshire 


German dollar 

Sir The most appealing explanation 
I have heard for the origin of the 
dollar sfea. S (letter, 17 December), 
is that it is a rare example of a 
pictogram m English. Originally it 
was written 1ST. to depict a river 
■running between its banks, ie a 
valley or, in German, lid. The 
currency thus denoted was the Taler, 
Wh can still hear the sound “Tbler*, 
in the American pronunciation of 
“dollar”. The written pictogram has 
been squashed into one character 
space as $. 

SARA CLARKE 
Hayfield, Derbyshire 


Green machines 
make sense 

Sir So we “say one thing and do 
another" when choosing green 
washing machines, televisions and 
cars (leading article, II December). 
This is hardly surprising, for usually 
there is little alternative. 

Nobody wants to buy a product 
that breaks down quickly, and then 
needs to be thrown out because 
replacement parts aren’t available. 
Yet bow often do wc have the option 
of choosing a product that is built to 
last, and designed to be repaired, 
reused and recycled? We need to 
make dramatic cuts in our use of 
raw materials. By malting things last 
twice as long, we would be using half 
as much - that would be a start. 

To do this, we need legislative 
changes to ensure that products are 
designed to make sense for the 
environment and sense for 
consumers. 

Dr ANNA THOMAS 
Waste Campaigner 
Friends of the Earth 
London N1 


Credibility gulf 

Sin At a time when the armed forces 
are having an increasingly difficult 
time with recruitment, and needing 
to rely more and more heavily on the 
Territorial Army, the Ministry of 
Defence's management of "Gulf war 
syndrome" is difficult to reconcile. 

Mr Soames’s statement in the 
Commons (report, II December) 
was welcome for its honesty. 


However, the whole affair is in 
stark contrast with the American 
approach to the treatment of their 
veterans who developed problems 
as a result of service in the Gulf. 

Not only did they immediately 
undertake to fund research into the 
disorders, but they have offered no- 
fault compensation for those 
affected. In comparison, the onus 
has been on our veterans to prove 
their illnesses are genuine. For five 
years they have needed to fight a war 
of attrition to force the MoD into 
accepting the reality of their plight. 

How are we to persuade other 
brave men and women to risk their 
lives in the fight for Queen and 
countiy when those disabled by 
active service are seen having to 
battle for the right to compensation 
when they return home? 
GSARULFRCS 
Captain RAMC (V) 

Bristol 


Violent reactions 

Sir: Dr Peter Davies (Tetter, 14 
December) reports on work which 
suggests that randomly selected 
adults are not influenced by 
fictional violence in the same way 
as when they view film of real 
violence. Unfortunately, his own 
formulation reveals the limits of its 
usefulness: “Normal adults can 
differentiate between fantasy and 
reality." Perhaps he would consider 
arranging a study to determine the 
effect of fictional violence on adults 
who are nor normal. 

Dr CONNOR FERRIS 
Exeter 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. 

Far 0171-293 2056: e-mail kuers@mdependent.co.uk}. 

E-mail correspondents are asked to gnv a postal address, betters may be edited for length and clarity. 


When chickens 
lived on the roof 

Sin The house with grass on the 
roof that Peter Cuming plans wfll 
not be the first in Kentish Town 
("Rabbits on the roof in Britain's 
greenest house", 14 December). 

Nearly 30 years ago the late 
architect Philip Fank built such a 
house for his family at lomano 
Cottages, where they still live. 
Chickens occupied a comer of the 
roof garden at one time, delighting 
some neighbours, though not all, 
with their dawn cries. 

As to rabbits, we bad two for 
years, much loved by dinner guests 
for their tameness in spite of their 
tendency to snatch bread They 
also appreciated cigarette ends, 
dregs of sherry, sugar and, 
unfortunately, cut flowers. 

1 would not, however, 
recommend Peter Cuming to get 
two males, even limp-pawed ones, 
as it is the males who tend to dig 
the largest holes in the lawn. What 
about two comfortable spinsters in 
fluffy coats? 

GILLIAN TINDALL 
London NWS 


Barbie effect 

Sir. It must be Christmas because 
Suzanne Moore is writing the 
annual article about Barbie dolls 
(13 December). 

For several years my daughter 
enacted gender roles with Barbie 
and Ken. 

Now aged IS, my daughter is 
reading women’s studies at 
Lancaster and her preferred role 
model is Jo Brand. 

ROSE MEADE 
Ashford, Kent 


Pain is the clue 
to animal rights 

Sir. Janet George (letter, 16 
December) describes animal rights 
as a "spurious" philosophy 1 . 1 beg to 
differ. We may believe that the 
quality of the average adult human 
life is such that it is more important 
than the life of a non-human 
animal. It is less self-evident that a 
new-born infant or even an adult 
with a profound mental disability 
has a higher quality of life than 
many animals. 

However we would still, quite 
rightly, be horrified if someone 
suggested that we should 
deliberately inflict pain on these 
people for medical research or rear 
them in cramped cages and then use 
them as food. The reason why this 
would be unethical cannot simply be 
that they are a member of our own 
species. That would be arbitraiy and 
no more logical than a racist or sexist 
would be in giving special treatment 
to their own race or gender. 

The real reason that we cannot 
justify treating people in this way is 
because they would suffer pain and 
deprivation, through no fault of 
their own, and not for their own 
benefit. These arguments apply 
equally to the animals that we use 
for vivisection and factory farming. 
These practices are therefore 
immoral for the some reasons as if 
they were done to people. They 
should be stopped immediately. 
RICHARD MOUNTFORD 
Birmingham 


Keep Spice Girls 
away from Dad 

Sir: What do The Independent and 
our father have in common? The 
Spice Girls! (“Spice Girls vote 
Tnatchcr the new leader of their 
band", 13 December: letter, 14 
December) What is happening to 
what has always been regarded in 
our family as a serious paper? 
Now, every morning, our father, 
who is a source of embarrassment 
at the best of times, quotes long, 
mostly boring facts about the 
Spice’ Girls, and how it must be 
right because it is in 77/t' 
Independent. 

As three teenagers who are not 
in the slightest bit interested in this 
group, can we ask that you please 
stop putting their photo on the 
front cover and providing our 
father with more irrelevant facts. 
Let’s have some real news. Come 
back lo earth. Independent - there 
are better ways to attract young 
readers! 

CLAIRE (17). HELEN (15) and 

ADRIAN (12) LANSDOWN 
Oadbv, Leicestershire 


Orwellian vision 

Sir: With reference to the article on 
pigs acting as donors for transplant 
surgery (report, 1 7 December), I 
referyou to the end of George 
Orwell 's .Animal Farm : "The 
creatures outside looked from pig 
to man, and from man to pig, and 
from pig to man again, but already 
it was impossible to say which was 
which." 

ALANRAYNER 
Dorchester, Dorset 


Guinness for gays 

Sin Dr Alan Bullion asks why gay 
bars don’t sell good beer (letter, 16 
December). Should he ever come 
north, I would recommend Squires, 
in Glasgow: the Guinness is the 
best in the West of Scotland. 
DESMOND COUGHLAN 
Cumbernauld. Strathclyde 



Wembley National 
Stadium 


Capital design: Sir Norman Foster (right) is imposing his instantly recognisable style on the architecture of London 


Sir Norman Foster’s buildings already dominate the skyline of London, as Sir Christopher 
Wren’s did 300 years ago. And like it or not, says Jonathan Glancey, there are more to come 


T hree hundred yeans 
ago. Sir Christopher 
Wren signed his 
name in domes and 
lowers across the sky- 
line of London. From Chelsea 
to Greenwich via the City of 
London, Britain's most famous 
architect punctuated the capi- 
tal with what were and remain 
some of Europe's finest build* 
ings: the Royal Hospital. Chel- 
sea. St Rail's Cathedral, the 
rebuilt City churches and the 
Royal Hospital (later the Royal 
Naval College), Greenwich. 

Three hundred years later. 
Sir Norman Foster, Britain’s 
best known and most cele- 
brated contemporary architect, 
is doing much the same. Fos- 
ter’s canvas is even larger than 
Wren’s, reflecting the scale of 
a city that has expanded to 
become, and remains, one of 
the largest, wealthiest and most 
creative in the world. 

Yesterday Foster was given 
the go-aheud to transform 


Wembley Stadium into the 
world-class sports and enter- 
tainment centre it deserves to 
be. Meanwhile Foster and his 
team - Britain’s biggest archi- 
tectural practice - have been 
working on a scheme to re- 
model the route through 
Trafalgar Square. Horscguards 
Parade and Parliament Square. 
They are also revamping the 
British Museum, and have won 
a competition for a pedestrian 
bridge across the Thames, con- 
necting Wren’s St Paul's to 
what is to be the new Tate Gal- 
lery of Modern Art in the for- 
mer Bankside Power Station. 

These projects represent 
just the tip of an architectural 
iceberg. Foster is currently wait- 
ing for the green light to begin 
work on the construction of the 
Millennium Tower on the site 
of the Baltic Exchange in the 
City of London; if it goes ahead 
it will be the tallest building in 
Europe by far. The City can 
expect at least four more sleek 


office towers by Foster, while 
further east along the river 
Thames in London’s Dock- 
lands, the Foster-designed tube 
station for the Jubilee line 
extension of the underground Is 
taking shape at Canary Wharf 
(alongside his projected Citi- 
bank tower). If the Millennium 
Festival goes ahead, visitors to 
Greenwich in 2000 wffl arrive at 
a Foster terminal, if they come 
by bus or ooach. Back in central 
London, art lovers and tourists 
enjoy looking at paintings at the 
Sadder Galleries of the finan- 
cially embarrassed Royal Acad- 
emy of Art on Piccadilly: the 
galleries and the hydraulic glass 
lift that takes visitors to them 
are by Foster. 

So, too, is the ITN head- 
quarters on Gray’s Inn Road 
between the West End and the 
City, while nearby an extension 
to the London School of Econ- 
omics is on Foster's drawing 
boards. Within sight of this is 
the former headquarters of the 


Daily Mirror , designed by the 
great engineer Sir Owen 
W illiams , and for several years 
the landing-pad for the late 
Robert Maxwell’s helicopter; 
the building is to be demolished 
and a replacement, to be called 
Holbom Place, is on the cards. 
Sir Norman has already 
designed it 

He has been 
working on the new ■— 

Qore Theatre and _ 

Basic Medical Sri- StOI 

ence building for Norm 
Imperial College nur ' 11 
London, the vast 111 

new extension to St nnvaj 

Pan eras Station, in ■anwiw 
readiness for a sec- truly 
ond wave of Euro- ■ AMf j 
star trains, and the LOilO 
new Treasury build- Sti 
mg in Great 
George Street, m—mm 
Westminster. 

This is an all- 
encompassing and astonishing 
list that reflects Foster’s inex- 
orable rise from small begin- 


Stormin’ 
Norman, as 
he is 

known, has 
truly taken 
London by 
Storm 



nings with Richard Rogers, Su 
Rogers and Wendy Cheese- 


the country work for Foster, in 
the hope of rising to become a 
partner in the firm, or of setting 
up on their own with a known 
and respected track record. 

For another, Foster is 6L an 
age when architects, unlike 
many other professional and 
business people, are in their 
prime. Very few architects can 
count on major 
commissions until 
” I • they reach 40; this 
mill' is because their 
in ae education is long 
in, dS w hen they 

iS start out in their 

I Haft kte twenties they 
l, nas are only just begm- 
taken nmg to get to grips 
with the complex 
HI Dy process of getting a 
riff building off the 
ground. 

Wren was still 
very much at work 
in his nineties, liv- 
ing to witness the completion of 
St Paul’s Cathedral: Foster has 
a long way to go yet, whether 


ca pital m radical fashion. Aside 
from Wiren, whose presence - 
though muted since the Sixties 
by the sheer scale, if not the 
quality, of modem commercial 
architecture - is still impossible 
to misR or to mistake, there 
have been other architects who 
have enjoyed their spell of fame 
on the London stage. 

In the Sixties and Seventies, 
when Wren churches were 
dwarfed by brash. new office 
blocks, the distinctive designsof 
Richard Seifert - “the Col- 
onel”, as be has always been 
known. - led the way into the 
clouds. Seifert’s 385ft Centre- 
point remains the fulcrum of 
central London, its highly dis- 
tinctive beehive fagades dating 
from a period when hairdos of 
that name were ail the rage 
among the office girls who 
strutted along Oxford Street 
and Charing Cross Road in the 
building’s lengthy shadow. 

Centrepoint is just one of a 
swarm of central London build- 



Rogers and Wendy Cheese- 
man- they set up in practice in 
the front room of a small flat in 
Hampstead nearly 35 years ago 
- to the inheriting of Wren’s. 

Naturally Foster’s success 
attracts snide and hostile criti- 
cism, and naturally there are 
those who feel that Sir Norman 
has quite enough work already, 
and that some of these presti- 
gious projects should go to 
younger and fresher talents. 
Such criticism, however, is 
unfair: for one thing, many of 
the brightest young architects in 


you approve of his work, or not 
And by the time he has run his 
course, London wfll be crowned 
with many more of his build- 
ings. 

Curiously, Foster’s conquest 
of the London skyline has been 
late in coming. At the beginning 
of the Nineties most of his 
firm’s work was elsewhere in 
the world, from Hong Kong 
and Japan via Continental 
Europe to the United States. 
However, when London does 
finally take up with a major 
architect, the result is a spate of 
buildings that lift the face of the 


ings by Seifert, and although 
the Colonel was much criticised 


the Colonel was much criticised 
in his day, his highly-polished 
designs have stood the test of 
time. The criticism was due 
principally to Seifert's associa- 
tion with Harry Hyams, the 
litigious developer who built 
Centrepoint and infamously 
watched over it virile it sat 
empty for many years, in the 
hope of a leap in the value of 
office rents. A vacant monu- 
ment at the very heart of Lon- 
don made many people very 
angry: Centrepoint’s was the 
unacceptable facade of capi- 
talism, though ft was never a 


bad budding, and is now rathe? 
fashionable. The second reason 
that Seifert was unpopular was 
because he seemed a damned 
sight too good at business to be 
an architect. In the Sixties, and 
until recently, the British, archi- 
tect was meant to be a gent, a 
decent, tweedy type supported 
tty his parents until late in life 
and with no understanding of 
time, or interest in money. 
Seifert was a whiz at both. 

Seifeit had effectively 
retired by the time Margaret 
Thatcher and Nigel Lawson 
pumped the economy to 
Schwarzenegger proportions 
and a spate of massive new 
commercial monuments rose 
on the London skyline. Before 
the bubble burst in 1989, it 
looked as if Terry Farrell, a 
skilled architect in thrall to 
transatlantic Post-Modern des- 
ign, was about to follow in the 
tradition of Wren and Seifert. 
Farrell gave us the operatic 
offices over Charing Cross Sta- 
tion, the M16 headquarters at 
Vanxhall and Alban Gale, a 
broad-shouldered office block 
over London Wall, as well as 
the much-publicised head- 


quarters ofTV-AM in Camden 
Town. London was going Fo- 


Town. London was going Fo- 
Mo in a big way, with architects 
and developers falling over one 
another to give shape to the 
balkiest and brashest office 
buildings this side of Chicago. 
This was when Broadgate was 
built; Canary Wharf too. 
These buddings may be brash, 
but they are well made despite 
having been rushed up. often 
within 12 months. They taught 


Britain’s most creative archt 
tects a lesson: in the future - a 
era when the private sectra 
would rule the roost, and old, 
gentlemanly ways would be the 
stuff of Merchant Ivory films - 
the best of them must be as 
tough and as canny as Seifert 
and, daze it be said. Sir Christ- 
opher Wren. 

This combination -creative 
thinking and commercial acu- 
men - equals Norman Foster. 
For private-sector clients, Fos- 
ter is the ideal architect of the 
age, offering intelligent and 
sophisticated architecture that 
is evolutionary rather than rev- 
olutionary, at a pace and at a 
price. His buildings are in- 
stantly recognisable and form 
part of a canon of work which 

- though inventive and assured 

- is not as rich as Men's or as 
sassy as Seifert’s. But Stormin’ 
Norman, as he is known in the 
profession, has truly taken Lon- 
don by storm. 

An&itects in the US have 
known for at least a century 
how to work in a way that sat- 
isfies our desire for noble and 
even beautiful city-centre budd- 
ings and simultaneously makes 
sense to developers; the skyline 
of Manhattan, and even more 
so Chicago, is proof of that. We 
may not want London to look 
like Chicago, but our architects 
are wise to learn its lessons, 
even if they are doing so dowly. 
When more of them do, Sir 
Norman Foster’s will be only 
one of a number of distin- 
guished signatures written in 
steel and bride, stone and glass 
across the capital's skyline. 
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Spare a thought for Today’s barmy army 


T he people on Radio 4’s 
Today programme have 
asked me to remind 
you lhai voting is still open in 
their Personality of the Year 
competition. The full list of 
candidates for the Today 
Programme Personality of 
the Year is as follows: 


If you’re travelling home to Ireland for Christmas, 
you may be looking for the best place to 
invest your money. 


Look no tiirtliLT dun A1B, Ireland’s leading Bank. We’ve a wide range of 
savings and investment options to choose from, guaranteeing safety, 
see: inn and. of course, interest is paid tree of Irish rax to non-residents. 
So whether vou want a potentially higher return, a guaranteed rare 
of interest or easy access to your monev, AIB has a savings 
and investment option to suit you. 

For more information, contact auv AIB Bank branch 
in Ireland when vou arrive home. 


LL I OCR. Si 1 REN' iTli BE VOLK. SECURITY 



□ The Bishop of the West 
Midlands 

The Bishop of the West 
Midlands is a regular on 
Thougfu far the Day. Here is 
a sample quote from one of 
his recent Thoughts: “Like 
many of us. I was bitterly 
disappointed not to win 
anything in the Lottery on 
Saturday. But then 1 
thought, well. Our Lord 

never bought a lottery ticket 

and did He complain? 1 
think noL Did he apply for 
lottery funds to bund his 
church? 1 think not, Jesus 
and his 12 disciples were, in 
a very real sense, street 
theaLrc, but were they 
subsidised? Of course noL 
Wei. that’s all the parallels 1 
can think of betw een the 
National Lottery and Jesus, 
so it’s back to Jim." 


The man who does the sport 
is sometimes called Gary 
Richardson and sometimes 
not, but whatever name he 
goes under he has been 
universally praised for never 
boasting when his racing tips 
win. Indeed, he never apolo- 
gises when they do not win. 
Indeed, nobody ever knows 
if they win or lose. Indeed, 
there is a school of thought 
which says that they are not 
real horses but names made 
up by Gary Richardson to 
avoid controversy. If indeed 
Gary Richardson is Gary 
Ridiardson’s real name. 



dragged from his bed, and 
who has to face damn fool 
questions such as, “Well, Mr 
Osgood, obviously we don't 
know wiry this Boeing 747 
crashed on take-off killing 
350 people, but as editor of 
Air Crash Monthly what 
would you say is the most 
likely cause, bearing in mind 
similar accidents in the 
past?” 


a white Christmas this 
year?” and the weather 
person has to resist the 
temptation to say, “Wbal a 
damn fool question!” 


Mom- 


•St.' 




□ Michael HeseJtine 
For being the only politician, 
who regularly has the 
courage to point out to the 
presenter what a damn fooL 
question he is asking. 



Miles 

Kington 
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□ The man who does the 
sport at 725 and a gain al fl-K 


□ Malcolm Rifltind 

Malcolm Rifkind is a 
favourite with many 
listeners, not for his foreign 
policy, which nobody can 
quite identify, but for his 
accent, which nobody can 
quite identify either, owing 
to his continuing, heroic and 
ultimately unavailing 
struggle to lose his Scottish 
tinge. In the words of one 
listener “Some weeks ! 
think has finally lost it, and 
achieved that weary 
Oxbridge Westminster 
sound, bur the next week it 
comes creeping back again 
into his strangulated voice. 


fascinating! Well, compared 
to what be says, anyway.” 


□ The weather forecaster 
who has to deal with chatty 
presenters 

This is a nomination for 
bravery. The bravery, that is, 
of a weather person at the 
London Weather Centre, 
waiting with a beautifully 


□ The expert who has been 
dragged out of his bed at 
short notice after a disaster; 
to explain it to the listeners 
All our hearts must gp out to 
this poor man, who is being 
hauled on to the Today 
programme to help cover last 
night’s big disaster because _ . 
the Today programme feels it 
has to cover big disasters, 
even though nobody knows 
what has happened or what 
caused it, especially the 
expert who has been just 


polished script which starts 
something tike: “Well, that 
depression which has 
covered Britain for two days 
is finally moving away into 
the North Sea ..." , knowing 
that some would-be informal 
Today presenter is going to 
ruin your opening % saying, 
“Well, it’s Ume to go over to 
Rob Kettiey at the Weather 
Centre again - so, is it going 
to rain at the Cup F inal 
then, Rob?”, which makes 
nonsense of your Script- 
Even worse, if the presenter 
says, “Well, what chances of 


□ The man or woman on 
the Today programme who 
thinks np the damn fool 
questions 

My favourite one is: “So, • 
Minister, what are you going 
to tell the House this 
afternoon?” to which the 
answer is always: Tm afraid 
you’ll have to wait till this 
afternoon to find oat,” 
though this has never 
slopped anyone on the Today 
programme from asking it, 
or indeed its variant: _ . 
“Minister, I know you can’t 
tell us exactly what you're • 
going to Lefl the House tins 

afternoon, but canyon give 

us the rough outline of your 
statement?” to which tire - 
answer is exactly the same. 
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the commentators 


Why the green 
shopper is not beim 


' Martin Amis: better 


properly served 


rich than read 


E veryone wants to be 
good. Now there are 
new and better ways to 
be good without really trying. If 
Christmas nausea is setting in 
and the joy of shopping is wear- 
ing thin it is a good time to con- 
sider turning shopping into a 
virtue: you are what vou shop. 
Now we axe back "in boom 
times, the late Eighties enthu- 
siasm for eco-ethical-naniral- 
environraentaj and funy-ani- 


maJ -friendly shopping is on its 
way back too. Kwik Save values 
rule in the bad times, ethics are 
strictly for booms. 

So, acquiring information 
from the Ethical Consumer 
magazine (a workers’ co-oper- 
ative), let us enter the worrying 


Polly 

Toynbee 


Coast sewage effluent, H$S 
Hire Shops “in support of a 
long pay and trade onion dis- 
pute with ancillary workers of 
Hfflingdon Hospital’ 1 , all poul- 
try meat S forbidden “for treat- 
ment of chickens and turkeys 
on the way to the slaughter- 
house”, Walkers crisps for 
“derecognition of the GMB 
trade union”. Shell for the 
Ogond region, Tfexaco and Tbtal 
for Ecuadorian Am mm and 
Burma, and WH Smith and 
John Menzies “for their sales of 
soft pornography". 


U l ^ eing rich is 
1 u about acting 
1— C too, isn’t it? 
H BA style, a 
A ■ * pose, an in- 
terpretation that you force 
upon the world? Whether or 
not you’ve made the stuff your- 
self you have to set about pre- 
tending that you merit it, that 
money chose right in choosing 
you, and that you’ll do right by 
money in your turn." Martin 


Amis, Money. 

In 1984, the 35-year old Mar- 
tin Amis subtitled Money - still, 
for many readers, his finest 
novel - “a suicide note". There 
most have been times over the 
past decade when the relative 
riches that his books have 


world of the virtuous shopper. 

Published by the Kthirai Con- 
sumer Research Association, it 1 

carries out audits and delves LlaWt 

deep into the background of j. 

companies, rooting out the Q1SCT 

unscrupulous on every front • 

And there are so many battle- JOT ] 
fronts: the environment, con- 
ditions of workers, links with r*lsn ?n 
vfle regimes, gay rights, unkind- v a 1,1 

□ess to animals. It is a kind of J 

Which? magazine for the con- tiAilCI 
science instead of the purse, n 
with reports available on an LUG cT 
A-Z of the most ethical choices, - 

from adhesives and airlines to 200(1 £ 

wool and yoghurt. 0 

There are special reports on do w 
why not to buy Rayban sun- 
glasses, Pepsi, Nike trainers or Lpr»fvr 

Gillette products. Tesco is 
criticised for “insensitive ■ 

expansion p lans " as is United l llXU. 
^.Biscuits for its (discontinued) 

^contributions to the Conserva- ZGc 

ftive Party. 

Once you combine all that 
with health considerations, 
shopping becomes very tricky indeed. The trou- 
ble with ethical boycotts and health scares is 
that they tend to stay with you for a lifetime. 
I st HI instinctively hesitate over Cape oranges 
or Spanish lemons. (Actually post-Franco 
Spain is bade on the boycott list, “because erf 
cruelty involved in bullfights and village fies- 
tas"). Is it OK to cat Californian table grapes 
or is the Chavez workers' boycott still on? And 
what about aluminium saucepans causing 
Alzheimer's? That one-off scare caused a big- 
ger throw-out of old pans than the war effort 
and it lingers on in the memory (suggesting you 
haven't yet developed the dread disease) but 
then you never hear any more about it. (The 
Alzheimer's Disease Society says nothing has 
been proven and they do not recommend 
Lhrowing out pans.) 

Which supermarket should you choose? 
This is quite complicated. If it means going by 
car, don’t. If yon must, then Sainsbuxy’s and 
the Co-op rank best on environmental policy 
and factory fanning. (The Ethical Consumer 
points out, though, that Sainsbuiy’s is currently 
the subject of a boycott by Outrage, the gay 
rights group, because the Sainsbmy family trust 
funds a “Christian Gay-healing” organisa- 
tion.) A new Sainsbuiy’s has just opened in 
Clapham High Street, walking distance from 


my home (good news, though bags v heavy). 
On the other band, it was opened by John 
Major - bad news, except some might rejoice 
that he is reduced to gigs that are usually the 
prerogative of Miss UK, 1985. 

The Ethical Consumer lists 36 current boy- 
cotts. ranging from airlines that transport 
monkeys for research and companies that 
sponsor angling contests to all Burmese/ 
] sra eli/M oroccan/TUr kish holidays. Esso is out 
"for use of a circus tiger in its adverts”, 
Hazeley Down bottled water for being owned 
by Southern \Sfater, responsible for South 


per needs is a handy little 
T - _ ethical shopping computer 

J.X gTGen which checks out amr product 

0 as you reach for it on the 

TO*nnTlf*tci supermarket shelf, with an 

piuuuuw alarm on the bar code if it rates 

Lotto Kacm above a certain number of 

Ildve uetm points. Yon would need, 

ifzxrl though to be able to pro- 

uioui cuiLcu gramme it to suit your own 

» r conscience, so that you could 

IQT DOgUS give more black marks to per- 

. fectiy-formed-vegetabl es-from- 

daims, what Kenya-that-kill-their- 

7 . workets-with-reckless-insecti- 

exactly can SS i u ? g * anto ' say ’ theEsso 

flip ovpracm Forit turns out that virtuous 

ulic avci age shopping is not as easy at it 
j -1 seemed. The National Con- 

gOOCL snopper snmerCounca recently warned 

_ , . that the public had become 

U.0 WlthOUt wiHy of so-called green and 

friendly things that turned oat 
becoming* £L not to be. Samsbury’s and other 

o supermarkets have withdrawn 

virlv*nlnna ntany of their green cleaning 

riuiLUl U Uo products after deciding they 

_ _ 10 were no mare environment- 

ZGalOll friendly than others. Those 

green products remaining 
realty do make a difference - 
like recycled lavatory paper. 
But the basic truth that no buying is green 
has seeped through to the consumer. Plastic- 
wrapped combustion-engwe- transported 
supermarket-sold goods are all expensive in 
energy. Companies that try to be good often 
run into public trouble, as with Body Shop and 
some of its Third World suppliers. Ben and 
Jerry's Rainforest Crunch ice cream, intended 
to benefit co-operatives of Brazilian brazil-nut 
workers, had to have its wording changed once 
it was discovered the very success of foe oper- 
ation had caused foe co-operatives to be 
pushed out by foe commercial suppliers. 

It is all very difficult Companies that make 
green or ethical claims have often been exceed- 
ingly economical with foe truth. On the other 
hand, companies that genuinely try, do better 
deserve to be rewarded. There is something 
absurd about foe Ethical Consumer * s anti- 
shopping list because it makes no value judge- ' 
men ts about what realty matters. It lacks a 
sense of proportion and priority and risks being 
Laughed at - or making people despair at the 
whole idea. 

For some boycotts do work: in foe end, busi- 
ness disinvestment brought down apartheid. It 
is encouraging that foe Co-op Bank’s ethical 
investment polity is now paying off, with dou- 
ble foe number of new accounts opening in a 
static market With 24-hour personal telephone 
banking and as many cash machines as the 
others, changing over to foe Co-op is virtue 
easily acquired (though people are more likely 
to get divorced than change banks in their life- 
time). Most of us are unlikely to do anything 
very strenuous to alter our consumption habits 
but opinion polls show that mexeasingty con- 
sumers are willing to buy foe morally better 
rather than foe worse, if foe better is easily 
available. 

'Ethical Consumer" magazine, Unit 21, 41 Old 
Birtey St, Manchester M15 5RF 


brought (not bad dosb for a 
scribbler, but peanuts for one of 


his beloved tennis stars) have 
seemed like deadly poison. In 
media eyes, a screen of pound 
notes - and, since his Kaison 
with foe American author and 
heiress Isabel Fonseca, dollar 
bills - now masks every literary 
step he takes. Yet, if Amis has 
become less a novelist than a 
figurehead for the new rules of 
engagement between art and 
commerce, he hasn’t shown 
much desire to quit his post. 
Year after year; his progress 
beam out foe winner of foe New 
Statesman's competition for 
unlikely book tides: “My 
Struggle, by Martin Amis". 

This week, be returned to 
Random House’s literary 
imprint Jonathan Cape - his 
publisher for most of foe past 
25 years - for a four-book deal 
reputed to be worth around 
£lm- A crucial but overlooked 
side of foe contract involves the 
reversion of Alois's valuable 
backlist - titles such as Money, 
London Fields and The Rachel 
Pepers - from Penguin to Vin- 
tage paperbacks. As well as 
fiction, foe works for Cape may 
include Amis’s own memoir of 
his annus hombitis of 1985 - 
when his marriage ended, his 
father Sir Kingsley died and his 
life turned into foe raw mater- 
ial of a broadsheet soap opera. 

Two years ago, he deserted 
Random House for Rupert 
Murdoch’s HaipeiCoIIins in a 
two-book, £475,000 deal nego- 
tiated by his agent Andrew 
Wylie - who must be thrilled 
that journalists call him “The 
Jackal” as lazDy as they dubbed 
David Willetts “Tfro Brains". 

But The Information - foe 
brooding and dotted novel of 
bookish rivalry that accounted 
for foe bulk of HajperCoDins’ 
investment - did far from bril- 
liantty in the shops. Tbm Rosen- 
thal, publisher at Andr£ 
Deutsch, reveals that “foe view 
of foe book trade, with access 
to foe wholesale figures, is that 
The Information was a com- 
mercial fiasco. One would be 
very surprised if it earned 
£100,000, let alone £500,000.” 

Even so, Amis has joined a 
tiny super-league of literary big 
hitters whose career patterns 
now have more in common 
with foe likes of Andre Agassi 
than Angus Wilson. Simon 
Master of Random House may 
welcome Amis “back to his 



by Boyd Tonkin 



and failure hit some sore spots 
on its readers. One of foe 
novel's running gags concerns 
a vast, ungainly book by 
Richard Tull, its floundering 
wash-o ul of 3 writer. His man- 
uscript provokes migraines and 
fevers in anyone unlucky 
enough to dap eyes on it Oddly 
enough. The Information itseu 
had just that effect Its vision of 
life as a savage Darwinian zoo, 
where winning and losing alone 
matter, felt cramped and mean 
- but still struck some nerve- 
jangling chords. 

Yet in place of the strenuous 
wrangles found in Amis fav- 
ourites such as Saul Bellow, his 
own quest for foe Big Picture 
amounts to a few vague, cosmo- 


logical ideas about entropy and 
a pervasive, rafoerwhiny fear of 


a pervasive, rafoerwhiny fear of 
death. As a moral superstruc- 
ture, this looks about as fragile 
as foe peeling stucco of the 
sod ally polarised North Kens- 
ington streets where his books 
were set and written. 

“Wonderful gargoyles; lousy 
architecture,” wrote George 
Orwell about Dickens. A mid- 
career verdict on Amis might 
come to the same condusion. 
No character could conjure up 
his age more vividly than Keith 
Thlent, foe horribly funny darts- 


playing thug from London 
Fields, with a TV sports com- 
mentary constantly playing in 
his head. Yet that book falls 
apart into an opaque nnd mis- 
handled approximation of a 
murder plot It sounds encour- 
aging that foe new Cape deal’s 
fast fruit will be a contract mys- 
tery to be entitled Night Tram. 
Hints at its content suggest 


Literary riches: Martin Amis with his partner, the American heiress Isabel Fonseca 


Literary fiction now has its own 
Cedric Brown fat cats - but are these 
authors worth their piles of cash? 


foe tightly-plotted 1982 former 
that remains Amis’s most sat- 
isfying structure so far. 

“Every writer,” Amis once 
wrote, “hopes or boldly as- 
sumes that his life is in some 
sense exemplary.” If he didn’t 
exist, a culture avid to treat 
literature as a branch of show- 
biz would probably have to 
invent him. All foe same, he 
shows no sign of wanting to 
withdraw from foe scrum. 


rightful home", but foe truth is 
that hot literary properties can 
now choose to lx: as mobile as 
unregulated cash itself. 

A hard core of transatlantic 
agents have hustled this pre- 
mier division into being. Wylie 
and Ed Victor are the best 
known, but publishers react to 
the pair in sharply contrasting 
ways. Victor, although a steely 
negotiator, inspires trust and 
respect. Wylie, who believes 
publishers have traditionally 
sold their leading authors short, 
elicits less glowing reports. 
Other figures have helped raise 
the stakes for a favoured few. 

In Britain, foe young agent 
Nick Marston at A P \Vhtt has 
specialised in seven-figure film- 
nghts deals for popular novel- 
ists such as Philip Kerr ( Grid- 
iron , Esau ) and Nicholas Evans 


i The Horse Whisperer). In foe 
JS, a precedent was set when 


US, a precedent was set when 
Mark McCormack's giant IMG 
agency - better known for golf 
and tennis champions - signed 


up Donna Thrtt for her debut 
novel. The Secret History. 

In every corner of the leisure 
market, from basketball to clas- 
sical music, the power of foe 
agent has widened foe gap in 
rewards between foe fat cats 
and foe rest. And, in the shape 
of Amis and a handful of oth- 
ers, literary fiction now has its 
own Cedric Browns. Tb them 
that hath, shall be given. 

Rosenthal comments that 
“Whenever this happens, foe 
danger is that anything from 
two to half-a-dozen perfectly 
decent mid-list authors will get 
starved." He adds that such 
deals represent “a grotesquely 
macho performance for pub- 
lishers. These people are never 
spending their own money, but 
foe shareholders'. What they're 
saying is that ‘my shlong is big- 
ger than yours.’” 

Accountancy aside, is Amis 
worth this rising mound of 1 
cash? As a stunningly original 
phrase-maker with a drip-feed 


from foe Spirit of foe Age, he 
has few rivals. Dickension gro- 
tesques with a knotted argot all 
then- own stalk his pages, their 
feral humour rooted in a very 
English comedy of manners. If 
a writer such as Nick Hornby - 
with his earnest, decent aspira- 
tions - embodies Dr Jekyll for 
thousands of young-to-middle- 
aged professionals, Amis does 
a good job of summoning their 
Mr Hyde. 

Fiasco or not. The Informa- 
tion’s obsessive dwelling on the 
mutual dynamics of success 


Henry James once wrote a 
spooky tale in which a famous 


the social lion and foe toiling 
recluse. For foe sake of his 
future work, foe Amis who 
haunts foe Centre Court (and 
foe front pages) should break 
up with the gifted stylist whose 
books get ah dressed up, and 
then have nowhere to go. But 
it may never happen in a cli- 
mate that, as foe price of fame, 
forbids authors foe right to 
insert even foe width of one of 
Keith TUent's grubby tenners 
between their life and Works. 


Labour looks less liberal as power looms 



announces details of a human rights 
law for Britain. These days, home sec- 
retaries and wannabees such as Mr 

Straw prefer to strike Rambo poses as 
the hard men of government. It’s dif- 
ficult to imagine them losing much 
sleep over human rights. 

Mr Straw has, after all, backed pro- 
visions in Michael Howard’s Police 
Bill that would allow extensive elec- 
tronic surveillance of indivi duals with- 
oul a warrant. It is Jack Straw who 
seeks to wage war against that dread- 
ful threat to the future of foe western 
socielv - the squeegee person, who 
wants to wash your windscreen while 
you wait ai the traffic lights. And n Mr 
Straw gets into power, troublesome 
youngsters should expect to find 
themselves subject to curfews. 

In short. Mr Straw sounds like a far 
more illiberal figure than, for example, 
Roy Jenkins, Labour's finest and most 
progressive Home Secretary. Yet Mr 
Straw apparently plans to do for lib- 
eralism what even Jenkins failed to 
achieve - incorporate foe European 
Convention on Human Rights into 
British law. At a stroke, our own 
courts would at last be entitled to test 
laws passed by Parliament against, for 
example, the rights to life, liberty, secu- 
rity and freedom of expression. We 

have, since 1952, been subject to these 

. - B... Jiffiwniv 



They could seek a domestic remedy. 
If Mr Straw enacts his proposals. 


Jack O’Sullivan 


E revisions. Bui the difference, under 
abour’s plans, is that foe aggrieved 
would no longer have to wait five or 
six yearn until foe European Court in 
Strasbourg judged their complaint 


Opposition 
plans to 
entrench 
human rights 
in British law 
are not as 
radical as 
they seem. 
Ministers, not 
judges, will 
still have the 
last word 


If Mr Straw enacts his proposals, 
the British judiciary could subject 
future governments to even more 
embarrassment than Michael Howard 
has been experiencing. The first 
British Laws up for challenge could 
include foe proposed new rules on 
police surveillance (which may 
infringe foe right to privacy), Diane 
Blood’s inability to obtain her dead 
husband’s sperm for XVF treatment 
(right to found a family), refusal to 
provide foe same state subsidies for 
Muslim schools as offered to Angli- 
cans and Catholics (freedom of reli- 


yeais, and certainty not to judges or 
a constitutional convention. 


constitutions,- enforceable by the 
courts and almost impossible to 


(foe right to a fair trial). 

Today’s discussion paper suggests 
that a joint committee of the Com- 
mons and foe Lords should be estab- 
lished to ensure that future legislation 
is consistent with foe convention. 
And Labour says it would consider foe 
establishment of a Human Rights 
Commission, advocated by foe left- 
leaning Institute for Public Policy 
Research, to support legal challenges 
in much the same way as do the Com- 
mission for Racial Equality and foe 
Equal Opportunities Commission 

But before civil libertarians drive 
round all night sounding their horns 
at an historic victory, they should read 
foe smaU print Tbqr will discover that 
Mr Straw’s proposals turn out to be 
less liberal than they seem, because 
Labour’s would-be Home Secretary 
has remained true to foe time-hon- 
oured principle that Britain is ruled by 
an elected dictatorship, subordinate to 
□one but foe electorate once every five 


It is foe government of foe day, not 
foe judiciary, that would be given foe 
ultimate responsibility by Mr Straw to 
enforce the convention’s “rights". 
Nowhere does today's discussion doc- 
ument say that foe judges could strike 
down a law judged in breach of foe 
convention. That provision, which 
existed in earlier drafts of foe docu- 
ment, has been dropped by Mr Straw. 

Instead, where foe judges discover 
a breach of foe convention, “consid- 
eration will need to be given by the 
government of the day and Parliament 
as to what action should be taken”. 
What this seems to mean is that 
judges are entitled only to knock on a 
minister's door and say “Hey, we 
think you’ve made a mistake”, and let 
Parliament (controlled by foe gov- 
ernment of foe day) take over from 
there. This may be a big improvement 
on foe status quo, but hardly a revo- 
lution in the rights of the individual vis- 
a-vis foe state. Especially since, tinder 


foe proposals. Parliament would also 
retain foe right to pass laws which 


re tarn the right to pass laws which 
unambiguously broke foe convention, 
provided that intention was dearly 
stated at the time of legislating. 

The result of all this is that Mr 
Straw’s plans leave British citizens still 
prey to maverick government, to min- 
isters who, if enjoying a large enough 


majority in Parliament, could say to 
hell with foe judges and the conven- 


hell with foe judges and the conven- 
tion and do so with impunity, at least 
in foe short nm- 

Compared with foe “rights” other 
countries enjoy, entrenched in foeir 


courts and almost impossible to 
change or ignore, Mr Straw’s pro- 
posals add tittle to the individual's per- 
sonal armoury. They look radical only 
in comparison with lory unwillingness 
to contemplate even this modest mea- 
sure. 

It’s not difficult to see why Labour 
has changed its tune. Under John 
Smith foe party was committed to cre- 
ating a BlII of Rights tailor-made for 
Britain. Such a reform may have 
seemed attractive when foe parly was 
in opposition and foe Ibries were cre- 
ating an all-powerful central govern- 
ment in Westminster. But once Tony 
Blair succeeded to foe leadership and 
the polls began to give Labour a whiff 
of coming power, retreat was ordered. 
A new Bill of Rights, which could hin- 
der a Labour government’s freedom 
of action, was quietly dropped and foe 
parly went instead Tor foe less ambi- 
tious goal of incorporating foe Euro- 
pean Convention. Now, just as Labour 
looks set to take over the government 
front benches, foe idea of limiting foe 
executive's power looks even less 
attractive. Hence Mr Straw’s latest 
watered-down proposal 

Is there any hope that Jack Straw 
will rise to foe challenge of genuinely 
and irrevocably limiting state power? 
The signs are discouraging. There is, 
as todays document demonstrates, a 
struggle going on between Labour’s 
liberal and illiberal tendencies. But if 
the . liberal side fails to triumph in 
Opposition, it certainty will lose out 
when foe party takes over our elected 
dictatorship. 
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Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


A committee of MPs yesterday 
attacked the auditors Coopers 

& Lybrand, the Securities and 

Futures Authority and the Bank 
of England for missing oppor- 
tunities in detect the manage- 
ment deficiencies at Barings 
ahead of its CSOthn collapse last 
vear. 

The Treasury select commit - 

tee reserved its most detailed 
and pungent criticisms for the 


Bank of England's performance 
in overseeing Barings, and it 
warned that unless the Bank 
changed its “old culture" it 
may have to lose responsibility 
for banking supervision* 

But it also said the SFA, the 
regulator responsible for secu- 
rities and derivatives trading, 
visited the bank In January 
1995, just a few weeks before the 
collapse at the end off^bruaiy. 

The committee said: “Al- 
though our inquiry has not re- 
vealed any shortcomings of the 


SFA in respect of the detection 
of malpractice at Barings, we 
note with concern that a visit to 


Baring? was conducted the 


SFA in January 1995 and that 

the lack of internal connols and 

management weaknesses went 
undetected.” 

The MPS on the committee, 
including Hm Yeo and Quentin 
Davies, said that many of the 
criticisms levelled at the regu- 
lators could also be marie of 
Coopers & Lybrand. They said 
that the firm failed over sever- 


al years to pick up the serious 
lack of controls which helped 
Nick Leeson, the rogue trader 
at the centre of the scandal, to 
escape detection for so long. 

The committee was “con- 
cerned that one of the key 
checks, that of the auditors, 
upon which shareholders should 
be able to rely, failed over a 
number of years to reveal weak 
internal controls and resulting 
unauthorised behaviour”. 

The committee criticised the 
Bank of England for using 


Coopers to carry out a Section 
39 inouiry into Barings under the 
Banking Act, saying that sudi in- 
quiries should be done by firms 
uot tied up with the institution 
being investigated. 

But the British Bankers As- 
sociation rejected this recom- 
mendation as “expensve and of 
doubtful value”. 

The report follows a series of 
public hearings at which senior 
figures, including Peter Baring, 
the chairman, and Andrew 
Tuckey, his deputy, were given 


the rough edge of the MPs' 
tongues. But the report said 
almost nothing about the 
personalities involved or about 
individual responsibility. 

It ch'd however criticise the 
Bank of England for only 
grudgingly helping the investi- 
gation by the Singapore au- 
thorities, and it urged approved 
in ternational mor Ttinatio n and 
the removal of obstacles to 
sharing Tnfhr ma rinP r 

The committee said “The 

Bank needs to demonstrate 


that it is able to separate its su- 
pervisory activities from its oth- 
er functions. Otherwise it may 
be that in order to bring about 
the neeessaiy cultural change 
banking supervision will have to 
be taken away from the Bank 
of England-” 

The MPs were “concerned 

that, as a former bank itself and 
asa cheerleader for the City, the 

Rank may be in a position of 
‘regulatory capture’ 

The proximity of the Bank to 
the banking sector could act as 


Bumper pay rises 
for Granada chiefs 


Mathew Horsman 

Media Editor 


Despite having criticised 


Gerry Robinson, the chairman 
of Granada Group, was paid 
£?2S.UU0 in the year to Sep- 
tember. a rise of 21 per cent, 
while the chief executive, 
Charles .Allen, received a 53 per 
cent increase to £531,000. 

By comparison, outgoing 
chairman Alex Bernstein 
earned just £210.000 in his last 
full year in the position. 

Mr Robinson, who has said, 
famously, that he prefers to 
work jus t lbur-and-a-half days a 
week, was paid the equivalent of 
£795,000 a year on the assump- 
tion of a half-day off a week. 

The sharply higher figures 
were being seen iu some quar- 
ters List night as an indication 
of a change in corporate style 
at the media, leisure and rentals 
conglomerate. 

Analysts pointed out. for in- 
stance. that the company's head 
office had formerly been 
housed in modest offices in 
Golden Square. Following its 
successful takeover of Forte, the 
hotels and restaurants company 
for £3.9bn early this year. 
Granada moved into Stornoway 
House, a mansion in a row of 
expensive buildings just off 
London's Green Park. 


spite 

Forte tor its opulent corporate 
style during the bitter contested 
bid, Granada management has 
since decided to keep the Forte 
corporate jet and has a staff of 
company drivers for senior 
executives. 

This was seen as being in 
marked contrast to the lean and 
supple image projected by 
Granada during the takeover. 
Sir Rocco Forte, (he patrician 
chief executive of Forte, was 
criticised for having been on a 
shooting holiday in Yorkshire as 
the bid was being unveiled last 
year in London. 

Both Mr Allen and Mr 
Robinson were also awarded 
share options exercisable be- 
tween 1999 and 2006 at a price 
of 859.5p. Mr ADen received 
199,000 options, while Mr 
Robinson was awarded 220,000. 

In addition, Mr Allen has 
268,500 “in-thc-moncy” op- 
tions exercisable at 190p, which 
were worth £1.8m at yesterday's 
dosing share price o’f864p. Mr 
Robinson’s valid options, exer- 
cisable at 184p, were worth 
nearly £2.8m. 

A Granada spokesman said 
the sharply higher remuneration 
reflected new responsibilities for 
both men and the fact that 
Granada now owns Forte, in ad- 


dition to its media and rentals 
operations. “You either believe 
that Britain’s top business peo- 
ple should be paid the going rate 
or you do not," he said. 

Henry Staunton, the finance 
director, saw his salary rise 
more modestly to £283,000 
from £253,000. Mr Staunton was 
also awarded 37.000 new op- 
tions in the year, also exercis- 


able at 8595p. His valid options 
were worth just over £800,000 


at last night's closing price. 

Granada has a policy of not 
paying bonuses, preferring a 
mixture of competitive salaries 
and share options. Senior ex- 
ecutives receive benefits such as 
medical coverage, company cars 
and life assurance. 

Company insiders stressed 
yesterday that the remuneration 
for senior executives was also 
linked to the extra burdens of 
overseeing the massive sell-off 
of Forte's hotel assets. Granada 
is selling the Exclusive Hotels, 
worth about £90 0m, in a series 
of long drawn-out negotiations. 
Most of the sales will not be 
completed until next year. 

Granada has also earmarked 
for sale its Welcome Break 
motorway service assets. A sale 
is not expected before the new 
year, with Whitbread, the brew- 
ing gian t, a likely contender. .. 



Style shift (from left): Henry Staimton. jSerry Robinson and Ch; 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


MoD housing 
receipts keep 
PSBR on target 




Dime Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The first figures for government 
borrowing sinee the Budget 
indicated that it was on course 
to meet its target this year. The 
upturn in the eamomy should 
help keep the public finances on 
an improving trend for the time 
tx’ing, economists said yesterday. 

The public sector born wing 
requirement (PSBR) was 
£lhbn Iasi month, much as the 
City expected. The Th; usury 
sjuI this wjs fully in line with 
the Budget forecast. 

It was welcome news Tor the 
(nn eminent the day after the 
Organ is. u mu lor Economic Co- 
operation and Development 
lud picked nut slow progress on 
culling homwing as its only 
ci it L ism oi the Government's 
pi'h Lies in .in otherwise glinting 
k-jst:. 

Ihcre were almost no pri- 
v-.iii'.n««n rmcecds to (latter the 
headline PSBR figure in No- 
vember. Bui Hie Iirsi receipts 
fioni the sale of Minisiry of De- 
fence housing pn ivuicd a liaihtv 
In •me oi the BuJget s 
present at h'njl wheezes, this 
sale ol assets is being counted 
as negative departmental 
spending lather than priv.uis.i- 

tioii iweipls 

Lasl m> mill's huurc brought 
the PSBR so far litis financial 
vear to £13 ‘'bn. iusl over iilbn 


better than at the same stage last 
financial year. The MoD 
housing sale therefore accounts 
for most of the year-on-year 
improvement. 

Nevertheless, the City reac- 
tion was favourable. “The 
PSBR is on track this year," said 
Kevin Darlington at brokers 
Hoare Govett, although be 
added that the improvement 
was due entirely to the econo- 
my's cyclical pick-up and that 
targets for future years would 
not be meL 

Others were more optimistic. 
“The underiving trends seem 
fairly healthy i" said Cumin Barr 
at Deutsche Morgan Grenfell. 

Tax receipts as a whole grew 
7 per cent year on year, a little 
better than the Treasury's fore- 
cast. Income tax and corpora- 
tion tax revenues fell during the 
month after a surge in October. 
But the only real disappoint- 
ment was VAT revenues, which 
at £3.7ba were £295m below 
their level the previous No- 
vember despite the strong 
growth in consumer spending. 

The cumulative departmental 
spending for April to Novem- 
ber was 32’ per cent higher than 
at the same stage last financial 
year. This is ahead of the 
planned 2.25 per cent growth, 
although the traditional end- 
year spending surge is unlikely 
i*> he as pronounced this year 
os lust. 


M&G backs £ 196 m bid for Newman 


Patrick Tooher 


FKL the acquisitive engineering 
group, yesterday launched its 
first hostile takeover by deliv- 
ering a potentially knock-out bid 
worth £196m for Newman 
looks, Europe’s largest archi- 
tectural hardware company. 

In a highly unusual move 
M&G, Newman looks’ biggest 
shareholder with an 112 per 
cent stake, said it had irrevo- 
cably undertaken to accept 
FKTs offer while Britannic As- 
surance. another institutional in- 
vestor, also pledged its 2-2 per 
cent stake to FKI. 

M&G normally backs in- 
cumbent management in 
takeover situations, but the 
fund manager has become dis- 
illusioned with Newman Tanks’ 
poor track record. 

“In no way could it be de- 
scribed as a successful company. 
It has demonstrably underper- 
formed," said Nigel Morrison, 


a director of M&G. “We have 
been invested in Newman 
Tonks for many years and sup- 
ported them through rights is- 
sues and a bid by McKechnie in 
the late Eighties. Bui their 
share price [prior to the bid] and 
the dividend are lower than 10 
years ago. FKI’s bid is the 
quickest way of realising share- 
holder value.” 

However, Mr Morrison de- 


nied M&G had changed its 
policy on takeovers. “This is a 
one-off situation,” he said. 


Newman Tonks, a Birming- 
ham-based maker of door han- 
dles, locks and hinges, rejected 
what it called FKTs “oppor- 
tunistic” bid and urged share- 
holders to take no action. It said 
the bid did not reflect its value 
of its brands, market position or 
future prospects. 


• FKI Is offering a mixture of 
cash and shares worth L50p, or 
£196m. There is a 140p cash al- 
ternative. The deal is being 
funded by a fully underwritten 
conditional rights issue of two 
new FKI shares for every 13 ex- 
isting shares held at 175p to 
raise £152m. 

The rest of the deal will be 
funded from internal resources, 
taking FKTs gearing up from 


Burnfield rejects Fairey offer 


Burnfield, the laser technology 
to pressure gauges group, said 
it had “no hesitation” in 
rejecting a hostile £5 1.1m bid 
made yesterday by the rival 
engineer Fairey. 

Brian McGowan, Burnfield 
chairman, said: “Fairey is 
offering a knockdown price 
for Burnfield and its potential.” 
Fairey is offering one share for 


every four Burnfield shares, 
valuing each share in the tar- 


get at 145.9p. Shares in Bum- 
field: ‘ 


I rose by 36p to 136p, while 
Fhirey’s eased Up to 582p. 

Fairey said its offer was 
conditional on shareholders 
voting down the £24m acqui- 


John Boulter, chief executive 
of Fairey, claimed that the 
Ling purchase would cut Bum- 
field’s earnings in the next 
year. Burnfield said, however, 
that the Ling deal offered good 


potential, and urged sh are- 
no! 


sition for Ling Dynamic sys- 
d last 


terns announced last week by 
Burnfield. 


toiders to vote in favour of the 
acquisition at an extraordi- 
nary general meeting on 30 
December. 


more than 60 percent to 80 per 
cent. Jeff Whalley, FKTs chair- 
man. said the combination of 
Newman Tonks with FKTs 
hardware group would create a 
business with an annual 
turnover of £ 500m, making it 
the largest of FKTs four divi- 
sions with 38 per cent of sales. 

FKI first approached M&G 
a fortnight ago. Talks between 
Mr Whalley and Newman 
Ionics' rharrmnn Christopher 
Hughes, about an agreed 134p- 
a-share cash offer worth £172m 
began on Thursday at the Lon- 
don offices of ING Barings, the 
merchant bank brought in to 
handle the deal ahead of FKTs 
normal advisers, Rothschilds. 

But discussions broke down 
on Sunday when Newman 
Tbnks revealed it had been ap- 
proached by FKI but did not dis- 
close a bid value. 


Last night shares in Newman 
Tonks ended 20.5p firmer at 
149J5p. FKI fefl 3-5p to 196.5p. 


Digital 
television 
gets DTI 
go-ahead 


Mathew Horsman 


The way was cleared yesterday 
for the launch of up to 200 dig- 
ital television channels by late 
1997, following the publication 
of final regulations from the De- 
partment ofThade and Industry 


on set-top box technology. 

Rupert Murdoch’s 


BSkyB’ Rupert Mi 
satellite broadcaster, is now ex- 
pected to award contracts to ax 
set-top box manufacturers, in- 
cluding Pace Micro Technology, 
Sony and Nokia. The contracts 
are being negotiated, and will 
be confirmed before Christmas. 

The boxes will be subsidised 
by a Sky-led consortium in- 
volving Midland Bank, BT and 
several leading retailers. 

The final DTI regulations 
incorporated new safeguards to 
prevent anti-competitive behav- 
iour, including a requirement 
that companies controlling the 
“conditional access" technology 
used to operate decoders pro- 
vide derailed information to 
broadcasters about the system 
before launch. 

This was a main demands of 
the BBC which had been lob- 
bying for tighter controls on set- 
top box access, fearing a 
monopoly by Mr Murdoch 
could restrict the open market 
Mr Murdoch’s News Data- 
com owns the patents on the 
only functioning conditional 
access system in use in the UK 
But the BBC's chief demand 
- that Mr Murdoch be forced 
to licence his technology to 
broadcasters— has been ignored 
in the final regulations. 

The BBC gave a “qualified 
welcome” to the revised rules, 
but warned that “broadcasters 
and consumers still face un- 
certainty”, particularly if Oftel, 
which wiH regulate access to dig- 
ital television, is “unable to en- 
force an open market”. 

BSkyB was believed to be re- 
laxed about the changes, and 
was preparing to launch its dig- 
ital service on schedule in the 
autumn of 1997. 

Other broadcasters had 
hoped to force BSkyB to make 
its boxes compatible with oth- 
er digital platforms, including 
digital terrestrial television and 
digital cable. The regulations do 
not enforce compatibility, as the 
Government preferred to leave 
it to Oftel to determine whether 
suppliers were behaving anti- 
competitively. 


$lm bonuses for Goldman Sachs staff 


Goldman Sachs yesterday 
announced its second-best ever 
profits performance, putting 
many employees in the g-mt US 
securities firm in line to pocket 
annual bonuses of more than 
Sim (£600.000) each. And 
partners in the 127-ycar old Arm 
arc set to receive even larger 
multi-million dollar rewards 
through increases in their share- 
holdings in the firm. 

There is a belief on Wall 
Street that bonuses paid to em- 
ployees at other leading 


ing securi- 


ties houses, which include Sa- 
lomon. Morgan Stanley, and JP 
Morgan, will be up to 45 per cent 
higher that last year's payouts. 

However, several analysts 
are predicting that the bubble 
is about to burst. Sailie Kraw- 
check, an analyst at Sanford C 
Bernstein, predicts that profits 
at securities houses have 
“nowhere to go but down". 

Goldman's pre-tax earnings 
rose 69 per cent in the fourth 
quarter to die end of November 
to S743m, buoyed by investment 


banking, trading and asset 
management. John Thain, 
Goldman's treasurer, said the 
quarter was its third-best ever. 

The result boosted the total 
taxable profit for the year to 
$2.6bn. only slightly below the 
record $2.7bn that Goldman 
made in 1993. Fourth-quarter 
revenue amounted to £l-54bn, . 
taking the year's total to $6J4bn. 

The profits increase has come 
as surging stocks and low in- 
terest rates boosted stock and 
bond underwriting and mergers 


and acquisitions. “The market 
environment was singularly 
favourable to Goldman,” said 
John Keefe, an independent se- 
curities analyst. “They had a 
great share of underwriting and 
lots of merger and acquisition 
activity - there were lots of 
opportunities for them.” 

Goldman was the leading 
US underwriter of common 
stocks in the last three months. 
It arranged S7.9bn of sales for 
clients, according to Bloomberg 
Financial Markets. 
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UK law firms 
agree merger 


Roger Trapp 


Cameron Mark by Hewitt and 
McKenna & Co are to merge 
to form what is claimed to be 
the eigbth-largest law linn in 
Britain and Europe. 

The combined firm, called 
Cameron McKenna, will open 
for business on 1 May 1997. 
While it will aim to take on the 
other leading firms on a broad 
front it will have particular 
strengths in banking and insol- 
vency, insurance, construction, 
energy and healthcare. 

Cameron Maricby Hewitt se- 
nior partner Bin Shelfbrd is 
due to become senior partner of 
the new firm, with McKenna 
managing partner Robert 
Deny-Evans assuming that role. 

Yesterday’s move, which 
comes as the second tier of City 
law firms is under increasing 
pressure, had been expected for 
some time, with some specu- 
lating that a third firm, Denton 
Hall, might also join the new or- 
ganisation. One observer pre- 
dicted that the two practices 
might yet seek another partner, 
possibty from the United States, 
m an attempt to challenge the 
truly international {layers in the 
top five. 


Adrian Bum. of accountants 
Binder Hamlyn, which advises 
many law firms, described the 
merger as “a wise move" that 
was likely to be followed by 


Dibb Lupton Broomhead, the 
aggressive regional-based firm 
that was previously the country's 
lOth-biggest, took in Alsop 
Wilkinson to become the sev- 
enth-Utrgcst firm. 

While the top five firms, 
headed by Clifford Chance, are 
increasingly competing in- 
ternationally with the biggest US 
firms, about 40 finis earning 
fees of between about £2hn and 
£90m a year are facing increas- 
ing competition from each 
other, from operations that 
have lower overheads through 
being based outside London, 
from US practices and from the 
large accountancy firms , wtdeh' 
are increasingly eyeing th*' 
lucrative legal market as 
counter to audit and other com- 
pliance-type work. This year. 
Arthur Andersen announce 
that its legal operation earned 
about £I5m. Figures pubfiffled 
by Legal Business _ sbo* 
Cameron Markby Hewitt and 
McKenna & Co were the 14tn 
and 15th largest firms. 


. _ rr r; jp - 




a double-edged sword- The re- 
port said: “While it is useful to 
the Bank to have intimate 
knowledge of the banking sec- 
tor [although not intimate 
enough to have picked upon the 
rumours circulating before the 
collapse of Barings], there is a 
risk tnal the Bank could avoid 
introducing useful supervisory 
measures which would dis- 
please the banks or might be 
perceived to have competitive- 
ness implications." 

Comment, page 15 
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Case for still sending in the DTI inspectors 




So far, 111 reports 
have been published 
and although we still 
await two of the most 
interesting - those 
into the Maxwell 
scandal and the 
Guinness affair - 
publication has served 
a public service* 


'mest Saunders’ victory before the Eu- 
— ropean Cbun of Human Rights has done 
no favouisfor the system of sending in DTI 

inspectors to get to the root of ooiporate cor- 
ruption and maladministration, But the 
judgment should not obscure the fact that 
they remain an important part of the appa- 
ratus for determining blame and then find- 
ing remedies when dungs go pear-shaped, 
as they so often do in commercial life. 

. The use of DTI inspectors was never 
intended to be an aid to the successful pros- 
ecution of those charged with breaking the 
law. However, it became so as the ever-zeaJ- 
ous Michael Howard piloted the Financial 
Services Act onto the statute books. Instead, 
the purpose of DTI investigations was ro 
serve as post-mortems and get to the bot- 
tom of some murky affairs. Hence their pow- 
ers to compel witnesses to give evidence 
under pain of imprisonment which lay 
behind Mr Saunders appeal to the court. 

These powers have now been conferred 
on the Serious Fraud Office for the purposes 
of pursuing prosecutions Bat that does not 
alter the need to retain DTI inspectors. So 
far, 11 1 reports by DTI inspectors have been 
published and although we still await two of 
the most interesting— those into the Maxwell 
scandal and the Guinness affair itself —pub- 
lication serves a public service. It is one of 
the few, unvarnished ways of getting at the 
truth behind corporate failure and one of the 
best means of informing practice and law to 
prevent future re-occurrences. 


Save for the Bank of England's self-serv- 
ing report on the Barings fiasco, we will 

probably never definitively know who was to 

blame for the collapse of Britain's oldest 
merchant bank. Likewise, in the absence of 
DTI inspectors, we may never get to the bot- 
tom of the Morgan Grenfell scandal, even 
if the SFO does decide to proceed. 

In the Guinness case the European Court 
may have ruled that (he use to which DU 
inspectors evidence was put rfenfeH Mr 
Saunders a fair trial. But that does not 
detract from the important role they should 
continue to play. 

A super regulator 
has few followers 

,ne of the bodies that has attempted to 
_ discover the truth behind the Barings 
collapse is the Commons Treasury Select 
Committee. Its report, published last night, 
contrasts sharply with the fierce exchanges 
witnessed when the MPs were taking evi- 
dence from the Bank of England and the 
other d rama tis personae. 

Gone is all the vituperative personal crit- 
icism of the players in the d rama and in its 
place is a measured and serious piece of 
work that showed that after a series of 
ies into Johnson Matthey Bankers, 
and now Barings the committee is 
able to get a grip on the technical issues of 
banking supervision. ' 


o; 


The members include Brian Sedgemore. 
the Labour veteran on the committee who 
cut his teeth - mainly on the neck of Lord 
Kmgsdown, then Robin Leigh-JVmberton, 
Governor of the Bank of England - during 
the mid-SOs inquiries into JMB. 

The committee is extremely critical of the 
Bank - and deservedly so. The last time the 
same Lord Kiqgsdown appeared before it he 
was to explain how much sharper the super- 
vision department had got at doing its j'ob 
in the wake of the BCC1 scandaL Then Bar- 
ings happened. 

Bat the committee has drawn back from 
recommending that the Bank should lose 
responsibility for supervision, instead leav- 
ing it in the air as a threat in case things don’t 
improve. This question of whether to break 
up the Bank is one that has had even the 
Labour Party backing steadily away, as it 
researched the complications of rebuilding 
the supervision system almost from scratch. 
The strongest argument in favour has always 
been that when the Bank's supervision arm 
fails, it indirectly damages its reputation for 
conducting monetary polity, something that 
has taken on more important as the Gov- 
ernor acquires more influence over the 
Chancellor in setting interest rates. 

The committee is rijght to point out the 
cultural problem of having the supervisor too 
cosily close to its charges. Indeed, long term, 
there is an attractive logic in proposals for 
a new super regulator covering both secu- 
rities and banking - two industries that are 


merging rapidly. But as the MPs' restrained 
comments show, support for that proposi- 
tion is now muted on both sides of the house. 

Back to the days 
of honky-Tonks 

J ust as everyone else is doing the splits, ha*j 
tng derided that oTOfilotncrates arc out and 
“focused" businesses are in, along comes a 
blast from the past to turn back the clock. 
Jeff Whall^ is best remembered as part of 
the duo at FKI that blazed an acquisition trail 
across the industrial landscape in the 1980s 
until it came horribly unstuck with the re- 
verse takeover of contracting group' Babcock, 
Well. Mr Wh alley is back with another 
partner and this lime FKTs target is the 
sleepy old maker of architectural hardware 
(doorknobs to you and me). Newman Tbnks, 
which yesterday found itself on the wrong 
end of a £196m hid. 

Naturally, Mr Whalley and his new part- 
ner. Bob Beeston. eschew any suggestion 
that the bid is a throwback to the conglom- 
erate-happy days of the Eighties when you 
were only as good as your last and prefer- 
ably hostile bid. 

FKI, they insist, is 3 reformed character 
- an international manufacturing group 
focused on a range of complementary busi- 
nesses, Whilst It is true, amazingly enough, 
that this is FKI's first hostile bid, its port- 
folio of businesses would nevertheless 


' appear to fit the description of conglomer- 
1 ate unless there is some connection between 
car headlights, conveyor belts and castors 
that the rest of us have missed. 

The rationale for Lhc hid. in as much as 
one exists, is that by welding together New- 
man Tonks with FKI's existing hardware 
groupjt will I create a business that merits the 
-core”. In reality, it is an opportunist 
offer. Newman Tonks has performed 
abysmally on most measures of shareholder 
return. So much so. in fact, that its biggest 
institutional investor. M&G, has already 
thrown in the towel with gusto, irrevocably 
undertaking to vote Its 1 1 per cent slake m 
favour of the offer even if a higher bid comes 
along. Ftir a shareholder that normally 
backs incumbent management to the hilu 
that speaks volumes about the current lead- 
ership of Newman Tonks. 

For its pan. Newman Tonks, has already 
begun making noises about a white knight 
- a sure sign of desperation when the oflbr 
document has not even been posted and the 
bid clock is yet to start. 

Mr Whalley has already splashed out 
£260m this year on an Italian manufacturer 
of car alternators, an electrical power busi- 
ness and another doorknob maker - all in 
the name or focus, of course. 

The combination of a hungry predator, u 
disillusioned shareholder and an indifferent 
track record Ls not the most auspicious plat- 
forms from which to launch a defence of 
Newman Tonks. 


BT goes to 
court over 
watchdog’s 
new powers 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

British Tblecom yesterday began 
. • its long-awaited High Court 
* f challenge against controversial 
moves "by Don Cruickshank, 
the industry regulator, to take 
on wide-ranging powers to ban 
anti-competitive behaviour. 

However, as the judicial re- 
view got under way it emerged 
that Mr Cruickshank could re- 
opeo a tough four-year price 
regime for BTs residential cus- . 
tamers, which be has tied to the 
new fair trading powers, if the 
company won the court case. 

An Oftel spokesman con- 
firmed that the regulator could 
look again at the price formula, 
which cuts domestic phone bills 
by 4.5 per cent a year from next 
August until July 2001. It also 
excludes almost all business 
customers for the first time on 
the grounds that competition in 
the business phone market is 
already well established. 

In court Roger Henderson 
QCs representing BX attacked 
the new licence conditions 
which he claimed would give Mr 
Cruickshank much wider pow- 
ers than those envisaged by 


Parliament when it passed the 
law which defined the role of 
Oftel, the watchdog, at privati- 
sation in 1984. 

The outcome of the judicial 
review is also likely to influence 
the future direction of the UK 
regulatory system and has im- 
plications for the Government’s 
broader competition policy. 
The proposals draw heavily 
from European competition 
law, which the Government 
has recently delayed Introducr 
ing into the UK. . . 

The newpowers, which come 
into effect from 31 December, 
enable Mr Cruickshank to 
move much more quickly on any 
action by BT or other telecoms 
companies which he decided 
was anti-competitive. They 
would replace the current sys- 
tem based on many individual 
licence conditions designed to 
stamp out specific actions such 
as the requirement to provide 
itemised billing for customers or 
a system fornuJtingcaDstothe 
emergency services. 

BT accepted the measures in 
the summer at the eleventh 
hour, narrowly averting a full- 
blown investigation by the 
Monopolies and Mergers 



In Brief 


Test case: Don Cruickshank’s proposed powers draw heavily on European competition law and the outcome of the 
judicial review will have Implications for the Government's broader competition policy 


Commission, in one of the most 
bitter disputes ever between the 
company and its regulator. 

Approval by BT came after 
Sir Peter Bo afield, chief exec- 
utive, secured what be daimed 
was a key concession, where 
Cruickshank agreed to appoint 
an advisory body to vet nts de- 
cisions. However, the group of 
four experts, which will be 
chaired by Jeremy Lever QC. a 
former leading competition 
lawyer, has no power to enforce 


any of its recommendations. 

In court yesterday BT la- 
belled the. advisory group a 
“shadow of the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission” with no 
power to making binding rulings. 
Describing the advisory board as 
a “neutered body”, MrHender- 
son argued that “checks and bal- 
ances are not what they appear”. 

Though BT has accepted the 
new powers and the package of 
price controls, the company 
claimed it had a duty to mount 


the legal challenge to protect Its 
shareholders. The action is sup- 
ported by Vodafone, Britain’s 
leading mobile phone operator, 
which believes the changes con- 
centrate too much power in the 
hands of one person. 

The main thrust of BTs 
attack was on the scale and sub- 
jective nature of Mr Cruick- 
sh auk’s new powers, which the 
company daimed would elevate 
him above the existing overall 
competition watchdog, the Of- 


fice of Fair Trading. Indulging 
in liberal cricketing metaphors, 
Mr Henderson said: “Effec- 
tively we’re getting a second 
wicket keeper." 

He daimed Oftel would in- 
evitably regard BT “as in a dom- 
inant position across the board" 
because of its near monopoly of 
local domestic telephone ser- 
vices. The burden would con- 
stantly be on BT to prove its 
strategy was not designed to 
thwart competition. 


United Biscuits sells Ross vegetables for £44m 


Magnus Grimowd 

United Biscuits, the snacks to 
frozen goods group, yesterday 
took another step towards fo- 
cusing its business with a £44m 
deal to sell its Ross Vegetable 
Products operation to man- 
agement. 

The deal comes just about a 
year after the group sold its 
troubled Keebler business in the 
US and is being seen as the lat- 
est attempt by the chief execu- 
tive, Eric Nicoli, to reverse the 
declining fortunes of the group. 


It will result in a £3 2m write off 
of goodwill and £19m of capi- 
talised brand value. 

The Ross operation was iden- 
tified as non-core earlier this 
year after a reorganisation of 
the whole frozen and chilled 
foods operation to focus on 
“priority markets”. The limited 
marketing and investment in the 
business, which includes the 
Ross frozen vegetable brand 
and Oriental Express ready 
meals, has left it lagging behind 
rivals such as Bird’s Eye, 
Ibndafrost, Findus and Heinz. 


Although better-known in 
the north of England arid Scot- 
land, a spokesman said yester- 
day. “It has been very much the 

C r relation to Bird's Eye and 
been very clearly non-core 
for some time, although it has 
been performing well recently." 

United Biscuits' shares, 
which have been in more or less 
continuous decline since a peak 
of 434p in 1993, edged down an- 
other 0.5p to 197.Jp yesterday. 
Analysts generally welcomed 
the deal, but said it was not un- 
expected. 


One said that in recent years 
United Biscuits had concen- 
trated on differentiating its 
frozen foods business by specific 
markets, such as the Lmda Mc- 
Cartney range of vegetarian 
meals, San Marco pizzas and 
Young’s Seafood. “Basically, I 
don't think they would daim that 
frozen vegetables is a great 
value-added sector," he said. 

It is understood that the 
management-led group beat a 
number of other offers after 
Ross was “reasonably widely 
marketed" to possible buyers. 


although it is thought Bird's 
Eye, pan of Unilever, might 
have faced competition prob- 
lems in completing a deal. The 
winning group, RVP Foods, a 
specialty-formed company, is 
backed by the private equity arm 
of the Union Bank of Switzer- 
land Of the total £44m con- 
sideration, £2m is deferred 
Ross had operating profits of 
£6.2m on sales of £56.1 id in 
1995 and net assets of £11.4m 
last December. But one analyst 
suggested that level of prof- 
itability was not Kkety to be sus- 


tained pointing to the distort- 
ing effect of higher potato 
prices following the drought that 
year. Although there will be 
some earnings dilution in the 
short term from the sale, Unit- 
ed Biscuits is thought to concur 
that Ross has reached peak 
profitability. The proceeds of 
Lhe deal will be used to reduce 
net borrowings which stood at 
£387m in July. 

The Ross Vegetable busi- 
ness was acquired in 1988 with 
Ross Young’s, the food opera- 
tion of Imperial Group. 


Eurotherm goes for growth 

Eurolherm, the instrumentation to moior controls group, said it 
could handle up to £100m of acquisitions as it announced a switch 
to a more acquisitive growth strategy. The mow is a triumph for 
Claes Hullman, lhc chief executive who resigned and was then 
reinstated earlier this year after a row over strategy with then chair- 
man Jack Leonard The company' revealed the boardroom spat 
had cost £300,000 in fees to ING Barings and other advisers. New 
chairman Sir James Harm confirmed that non -executive direc- 
tors Rhys Williams and Sid Taylor would retire at February’s an- 
nual meeting, along with the former chairman, but said there would 
be no pay-offs for loss of office. Investment Column , page 16 

Green light for Ciba/Sandoz merger 

The two Swiss drug giants Ciba and Sandoz cleared the last hur- 
dle to their £34bn merger when the US authorities approved the 
deaL The Federal Trade Commission gave conditional approval 
for the merger, which will create the world's second-largest phar- 
maceuticals group after Glaxo Wellcome, to be called Novartis. 
Clearance is subject to the two companies licensing out or divesting 
several product areas. 

Surprise cut in French rates 

The Banque de France cut its key intervention rate yesterday by 
5 basis points to 3.15 per cent, taking the financial markets by 
surprise. The move was seen as symbolic, as it was too small to 
have much impact on the economy. The central bank also an- 
nounced that its monetary targets for 1997 would be unchanged. 

Higgs & Hill sells construction arm 

Higgs & Hill yesterday sold its struggling construction division 
to focus on its properly and housebuilding activities. The sale of 
the construction arm for £2fL5ra to HoDandsche Beton GrOep 
gives the company cash proceeds of £6m but means it surrenders 
to right to the Higgs & Hill name and will now be known as Swan 
Hill. George Duncan, chairman, said: “As a medium-seed gen- 
eral contractor, the construction division has been increasingly 
at a disadvantage in a market which is consolidating into major 
international contractors with laige balance sheets and small con- 
tractors working off low cost bases." 

Sherwood warns of lower profits 

Sherwood Group said pre-tax profits for the second half of 1996 
would be appreciably less than the £3.75m made in the first half, 
after incurring or providing for exceptional reoiganisational costs 
for the full year of £3.1m. of which £800,000 relates to the first 
half. The company said indications for 1997 were more encour- 
aging and it is proposed to maintain the dividend for the year 
ended December 1996 at the same level as for 1995. Sherwood’s 
shares fell I7p to 4i_5p. 

P&O appoints Mobbs to Bovis 

Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Co said it had appointed 
Sir Nigel Mobbs as non-executive chairman of its wholly owned 
subsidiary Bovis Homes. Bovis is due to float on the stock mar- 
ket in 1997. Sir Nigel is chairman and chief executive of Slough 
Estates and is on the board of Barclays. 

Coats shares up after warning 

Coats Vtyclla closed 5p higher at 127p as analysts expressed re- 
lief that a trading statement yesterday was "not worse". Coals 
warned it would be taking a £55m restructuring charge in the cur- 
rent year but said underlying operating profits would emerge “sim- 
ilar” to last year's. 


Retuning may cost 
Pearson £180m 


Mathew Horsman 

Media Editor 

Pearson, the media and infor- 
mation company, will today 
detail a higher-lhan-forecast 
budget for the retiming of video 
recorders for the new Channel 
5 service, with estimates rang- 
ing to as high as £180m. That 
would compared with the orig- 
inal budget of £55m, and the 
subsequent forecastsof£L20m. 

Pearson's share of the re- 
tuning costs could be about 
£45m. reflecting its 24 per cent 
interest in the new terrestrial 
service. The figure will be in- 
cluded in an eagerly awaited 
trading statement from lbs 
media, leisure and financial 
services conglomerate, which is 
expected to concentrate on 
news from the US and UK 
book publishing businesses. 

Pearson is expected to say 
that its US Penguin subsidiary 
has largely avoided the troubling 
trend in the United Stat es to- 
ward a high level of returns from 


retailers, because of its “just-in- 
time" printing arrangements. 

Analysts did not expect any 
further news on Mindscape, 
the ill-starred CD-Rom Mid 
game cartridge manufacturer, 
which is expected to make loss- 
es of up to £46m this year. The 
problems at Mindscape were 
first revealed in a trading state- 
ment a year ago. 

Analysts’ estimates for the full 
year vary widely, from just 
£280m to as high as £370m, re- 
flecting differing expectations 
on write-downs and other items. 
Pearson’s sprawling assets, 
which include Madame Tus- 
sand, the Financial Tones, 50 per 
cent of \he Economist, Thames 
Television and Adcfison-Wesley- 
Longman, the educational pub- 
lishing group, have often led to 
confusing results, depending 
on bow the earnings are stated 
by the company. The television 
subsidiary, grouping Jhamefj 
Grundy Worldwide, SelecTV 
and ACT, was expected to have 
performed strongly in 1996. 


Low pay and insecurity 
common in small firms 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


The much-trumpeted success of 
small companies as the job- 
creating lifeblood of the econ- 
omy is called into question by 
new research today. 

The world of the smallest 
enterprises is “exceptionally 
turbulent" with only one in two 
surviving more than three years, 

and providing jobs which offer 
poor pay and minimal training, 
according to Alan Hughes, 
director of Cambridge Univer- 
a'tys ESRC Centre for Business 
Research. 

He explicitly contradicts lan 
f jmg, President of the Board of 
Trade, who claims that “small 
firms have been the principal 
source of new jobs in tins coun- 
try for many years". 

'in a paper published by the 
FrtT plnymfnT ftility Institute. Mr 
Hughes reports that “only a 
handful” of small and medium- 


sized enterprises (SMEs) show 
signs of consistent employment 
expansion. The chances of 
survival of the “microbusiness” 
employing fewer than five 
people were “slim". 

Innovative firms were more 
likely to survive and those who 
built up collaborative relation- 
ships with suppliers and 
universities. 

The evidence, which parallels 
recent research in the United 
States, does not support minis- 
terial assertions that the small 
business sector is the lifeblood 
of the economy, providing the 
new ideas, products and services. 

“Do we realty want to con- 
tinue the recent trends in the 
UK of encouraging the creation 
of large numbers of micro- 
firms, which offer low wages, 
insecure jobs with low skills? Or 
do we want to foster an SME 
sector strong on innovation, 
stable growth and high skills?" 

Mr Hughes writes. 


He said it was a challenge to 
Government to find out why so 
few enterprises succeeded. Min- 
isters should discover ways of 
encouraging the firms to do bet- 
ter and to create businesses with 
the capacity to innovate and 
offer stable employment. 

The research found that the 
overall net growth of 400,000 
businesses between 1980 and 
1991 was the difference be- 
tween 2.1 million registrations 
and 1.7 million deregistrations. 
Around one in 10 businesses left 
the VAT registers m any one 
year in the 1980s. “Within this 
turbulent world the very small- 
est firms are six times more 
likely to leave the register than 
the rest." the report says. 

Around 60 per cent of those 
leaving the register each year 
had done so because of busness 
failure. Only 55 per cent of 
newly registered enterprises 
survived to three years and 35 
per cent to six years. 
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Snooze outweighs booze at Vaux 

The Investment Column 


Sir Ptiul Nicholson must wonder what 
be has w do to satisfy the City. The pa- 
trician chairman of Vatu would never 

show it. but he is understandably irri- 
tated hy the persistent view in the soft 
South that the company is nothing 
more than a regional brewer supply- 
ing a tired chain of tenanted pubs in 
a depressed area of the country. 
Record profits in the 12 months to Seth 
lemhor were rewarded by a 5p fall m 
the share price to 2S2J5p. a discount 
e\en to not assets. 

Those results saw pre-tax profits rise 
9 per cent to a best-over £34.8m 
(ii.il.Sm). earnings per share were 
also the best the group has achieved 
al 1 and the dividend, which has 
grown every war since 1969, edged 
ahead from' ll). 2 p to 10 . 6 p. 

As with ail misleading perceptions, 
the prevailing view of Viux, however, 
has a grain of truth at its centre. The 
urea .i round the company's Sunderland 
base has suffered enormous de- 
industrialisation and its 749 tenancies 
include a long tail of dingy boozers in 
areas no puh chain would choose 
now. The transfer of a senior manager 
from the lo3 -strong managed pub 
chain to tenancies is a tacit admission 
that the company has been slow to 
chum the bottom* end of the estate. 

.As a result, profits from tenancies, 
still a significant contributor to the 
group total, fell 12 per cent to£12.9m, 
taking the shine off a good perfor- 
mance from managed outlets, up 17 per 
cent to £9m. and brewing, where re- 
turns rose 27 per cent to £4.5ra despite 
another forced widening of discounts 
to both tenants and free trade land- 
lords. Brewing has benefited from 
cost -cutting and plainly has a future as 
a niche player in an increasingly con- 
solidating market 

Beer is only half the picture at 
Vaux. however, a fact sometimes over- 
looked by investors. The snooze side 
of the equation is arguably much 
more attractive than the booze, with 
the Swallow Hotels chain consistently 
winning plaudits for the quality of its 
30 mainly four-slur sites. Profits In the 
year rose £4.3m to £24.1m, after oc- 
cupancy levels increased from 68 to 72 
per cent. 

The hotel cycle should have a way 
to run yet and* two new hotels m Liv- 
erpool and Huntingdon should keep 
the momentum going. Sir Paul main- 
tains that the costs involved would not 
be justified by the benefits in rating 
terms of demerging the two sides of the 
group, bur it is an issue that manage- 
ment will have to keep under consid- 
eration if the shares continue to 
languish. 

On the basis of forecast profits of 
£37-3m. the shares trade on a prospcc- 
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live pricc/earnings ratio of 12 , and of- 
fer a yield of 55 per cent. Against a 
backcloth of such slow growth, neither 
ratio makes the shares look particularly 
attractive compared with rivals Greene 
King and Wolverhampton & Dudley. 


30 per cent or more growth which Mr 
Hultt 


Itman has typically -managed to 
ofthebusine 


Heat turned up 
on Eurotherm 


Eurotherm chief executive Claes Hult- 
man walks on hallowed ground, and 
that is not just a reference to his other 


job as chairman of Wembley. Such is 
his veneration in the Gty that 


share- 
holders forced the controls and in- 
strumentations company to take him 
back earlier this year after be stormed 
out following an acrimonious and very 
public tiff with the then chairman. 

But the aggravation and the £300400 
fees paid to ING Barings and other 
advisers as a result of that dispute are 
a flea-bite compared with tbe challenge 
Mr Hultman now faces. 

Pre-tax profits up 11 per cent at 
£37.7m in the year to October repre- 
sent a significant slow-down from the 


squeeze out of the business in the six 
years he has been there. 

Combined with news of tougher Had- 
ing ahead, particularly in the US, 
Germany and the Scandinavian coun- 
tries, the shares reacted with a 20 p fall 
to 540p yesterday. 

All the damage last year was 
concentrated in the dominant controls 
and instrumentation business, where 
around half the £90(U)00 profits short- 
fall to £23.4m was due to the closure 
of a contract electronics operation in 
the US. 

The problem facing Eurotherm is 
that the market for traditional tem- 
perature controls and paper chart 
recorders for sewage plants, process 
industries and the film is either mature 
or in decline, while it takes two or three- 
years for its new leading edge products 
to kick in. 

Those will perform in future, but it 
is dear tbe days of dramatic inaq rrn 
improvement at the group are over, 
which explains the new-found con- 
centration on acquisitions. With cash 
representing a third of shareholders' 
funds, Eurotherm could comfortably 


spend up to £ 100 m over the next 18 
months or so on one or several buys. 

There is no reason Mr Hultman 
should not manage this new phase of 
die company’s development as well as 
the past. But if tbe pound remains at 
current levels, profits might be pushed 
to exceed £41 im this year. Standing 
on a prospective multiple of 18, the 
shares could mark time until the 
future becomes dearer. 


Securicor slide 
surprises City 


It is more than six months since Se- 
curicor, the security and Cellnet mo- 


bile phone group, swept away its 
archaic shareholahjE 


structure and 
entered the zeal world to the plaudits 


of the City. Since then, however, in- 
vestors have experienced anything but 
the rosy outcome predicted by some 
brokers. The shares promptly slid 
from 318p to a low of less than 25 Op 
and, despite three attempts to recover 
over the summer and autumn, added 
just Up to 26 Up yesterday. 
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Given the encouraging 8 per cent 


surge m pre-tax profits to £1 07.4m re- 
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Vaux Group: at a glance 


Market value: 
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parted yesterday 1 
of September,. this is surprising. Hoare 
Govett raised its forecast for next 
year to £ 120 m from £11 6m, pointing 
to the strong impact of a high street- 
led recovetytmSecuricortdiverae busi- 
nesses, which include collecting cash 
from retailers, delivering goods to re- 
tailers and tbe mobile phone market 

One reason for the forecast rise in 
profi ts is that the group has apparently 
managed to sustain increases in prices 
in most of its key businesses. The price 
war that «yi damaged the mob ile pnrwv- 
market early this year seems to have 
petered out, while Securicor has re- 
sisted matching price cuts in its secu- 
rity businesses. 

But the company’s earnings are 
dominated by die 40 percent stake in 
Cellnet, which contributed £76.6m to 


annual profits, an increase of 8 J per 
blocked 
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cent. Since the Government 
the sale of the Cellnet stake to BT last 
year, it gives investors a dile mma - 
Securicor is worth much more in 
pieces than it is as a whole. 

The Cellnet stake could net as much 
as £2hn. against Securicor s current 
market value of less than £ 1 . 6 b a. 
Directors have floated the idea of 
selling the Cellnet shareholding to an 
outside bidder, but without BT to bid 
up the price this is unlikely. Share- 
holders can hope for the boost from 
organic growth, but tbe trig , prize 
seems as far off as ever. 


When the top brass 
are all at sea 


BT and Commercial Union 
will be without some of their 
top brass in the new year 
thanks to the BT Global 
Challenge yacht race. 

The year-long jaunt 
started from Southampton in 
July and reaches Wellington 
in a fortnight. BTs deputy 
chief executive. Dr Aim 
Rndge, will fly out for the 
week-long sau from Welling- 
ton to Sydney. Commercial 
Union’s general manager, 
Ian Reynolds^ will also join 
the trip, which has been 
arranged to coincide with 
CLTs annual board meeting 
in Sydney. 

Lest people flunk this is an 
out-and-out junket (which it 
is) Mr Reynolds has been 
doing some rigorous 
training. . . 

He has recently spent five 
days in Cornwall where the 
regime included a day sail 
followed by a four- or five- 
mile run and a nice refresh- 
ing dip in the icy sea. 

So keen is Mr Reynolds to 
play down his elevated pos- 
tion in ClTs corporate hier- 
archy (he is the msnrance 
giant’s number two) that be 
sat his colleagues down at .. 
the beginning of the training 
session and told them he was 
to be called “Ian” all the way 
and none of this “Mr Gener- 
al Manager, Sir” nonsense. 

Id an attempt at Archie-Nor- 
man style man-of-tbe-people 
management, he has also 
hart an “ Tan” label attached 
to his weatherproofs with an- 
other »mrtem«ith sayin g .. 
“Not the general manager”. 
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In training: Ian Reynolds, CU’s second-in-command 


her bean at a party. The key 
roles were plaved bv reaWife 
Intercapital l 


roles were played by _ 
Intercapital brokers Alex 
Dunlop and John Cicale. 
The tale ends with the two 
collapsing into each other's 
arms in a romantic finale. 
Ibucfanudy, the two are now 


Meanwhile, Mr Spencer, 
who is on holiday in Aus- 
tralia, is continuing his pen- 
chant for dressing up in 
strange clothing - Ac the In- 
tercapital Christmas party 
last week at the Whitechapel 
art gallery, the theme was 
Friday 13th and he turned up 
wearing a white tux. black 
velvet cape and top hat 


Mkhaei Spencer, bead of 
City moneybrokera Intercap- 
ital, has kept up his tradition 

of nnnoml (Tinshnas cards. 

This year’s effort is afufi- 
colour 12 - 


compiled in the style of 
teenage girls’ magazines. 
Called Mine & Yours, the 
Lavishly produced publication 
a Jackie magazine- 
style picture story called 
“Alerandrdla - a modem 
love story in pictures”. 

This features a red-dressed 
youngster and her pursuit of 


The British Retail Consor- 
tium has found anew direc- 
tor general to replace James 
May who is off to the UK 
Offshore Operators Associa- 
tion. Ann Bobtauoa will take 
up the post from 2 January 
in a move which represents a 
big departure from a largely 
civil sendee career. 

Ms Robinson spent most of 
her career as a civil servant 
including three years in a 
government think-tank in the 
1970s. More recently she has 
been chief executive of the 
Spastics' Society, now Scope. 


Brussels bureaucrats are 
making the big switch from 
American Express to Visa af- 
ter a change of policy by the 
good burghers of the Euro- 
pean Commission. 

Up to 5,000 cards will be 
issued to the army of Euro 
paper shufflers who will not 
notice any immediate differ- 
ence. Until they come to 
claim their expenses. 

Visa claims its more so- 
phisticated software will en- 
able it to provide mandarins 
of the Commission with a 
much more comprehensive 
breakdown of their minions' 
spending. 

They will be able to moni- 
tor trends and check that the 
drones are travelling on the 
right airline and generally 
behaving themselves. 

Foreign trips and booze 
orders will be the subject of 
particular scrutiny, 1 under- 
stand. Tbe Commission and 
Visa were trumpeting other 
benefits yesterday such as 
better rates of interest and 
that Visa cards were 
accepted in three times as 
many locations as American 
Express. But the real reason 
is an expenses crackdown. 
And just before Christmas 
too. 
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I FANTASY 

Latest Results and Top 50 Teams 


Top Fifty League Table 


CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 8 DECEMBER 


P OS. NAME 


HR JOHN COX 
MR PETER FRANKENTAL 
MR JONATHAN MCOIOSSm 
MR PAUL RtCHAROSON 
MR RPfUNQU 
MR SIMON ORAPER 
MR ANDREW DURHAM 
MR STROUD 
MR ADAM HOGG 
MR DARRIN GREEN 


SOUTHFIU.F.C. 
JOSE MARTI 

CMdNATI STORM 
D8CPDALSV&LA7 

PLATE EC. 




BLAGOV HOGG 
FOR THE AZURE 
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MR S A SCOTT 
MR JONATHAN HJRNMK 
MR NIOC KNIGHT 

hr warm NODRY 

MR BARRY LEE 
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MR P FRANKENTAL 

MR PAUL HOOKER 

MR STEVE PAYNE 

MRCTEVEMMMT 

MR KEITH WATSON 

MR SCOrMCMCRNCY 

MR A BRITTLE 

MR D CANNON 

MR KRISTIOV BAERWORLD 

MR D ROBINSON 

MR C MURFVTT 

MR M CRP BLAMP O 

MR C NOBLE 

MRSUOfVMNCB 

MR G LAKE 

MS CH DOWN 

MR D FULLER 

MHBBROSNAN 

MR M THOMAS 

MR JOHN BfOTTLE 

MR J GODWIN 

MR SCOTT LYNEFF 

MR DJ ROBINSON 

MR STEVE PAYNE 

MR STEVEN WILSON 

MR FRANCES WTOSON 

MR M RENMHCK 

MR JM SALT 
MR PAUL BIRELL 
MR JAMS GIBBONS 
MR STUART BROADWAY 
MR JOHN WANKING 
MR C BUTTON 
mr r Nosrmcftorr 


FOREIGN BACKBONE 
RROSTAR CAftbwT ' 
KNIGHTS NANA HEAD 
ORGANIC MANUfMSC ' j. 

LEE MANOR 

unooin *rau& 

ARLENSIU 

MOBBars boys 

NO FUTURE IN FUCHAY 

keis cowe 6 w ; ' v 

ELEMENTARY OPPORTUNITIES 
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RELEGATION 12 

NOCANDOWC 
TOM A PHILIP 
DOUBLE D 
CLEAN SHEET F.C. 
OSNEYC. LYONS 
TO* T 

TESSAS LITTLE HARVfltS 
BASKET OF EGGS 

tm DIALS 

S.GJEJt ROVERS 
GASH 

BAGGY BOYS IN STRIPES 
FAKE MADRID 
NORVOOD 

HOO HA SCR1NADCRS . 

TANK FOR ENGLAND 
MONDANBUl.TUBSnnr 


413 


481 


4T* 


471 


471 

478 


SECONDARY CBLI9C . 
WILD ROVERS 

jorrYcmr. 

DUNCAN 

CHAMPAGNE SUPQtNOVR 
THE 3 MOUSEKETEERS 
4000 HOLES . 

MAPLE MOUSSE E 
(KNOW YOUR WIFE . .. 


471 

■'4*8 

477 

474 

476 

471 

475 
475 
475 
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oday we publish tbe latest results 
Independent Fantasy Football 
" supported by Philips Energy 
L . light Bulbs. 

The : feanj "Scores tab Le pub 

e WeejUgT i 

umn lists afipomtssccWfotoatohes played betsftpetfr 
Monday 9 December - SunddflS December 
sive. Column B lists all pointl scored before thetrans- 
- fer period. Column A lists all points scored after the 
• transfer period. The Overall (Ov) column lists the to- 
, talampunt of points scored in all matches played from 
Saturday 17 August - Sunday 15 December. 

Also published today is the Top 50 League table 
(see left)-. It lists the overall top scoring J 


Le& make. Unisys betid if. 



t on Sunday. The overall Tbp' SG 
table will be printed e^^^fednesday (ex- 
Christmas Day) and agai$.gn &inday. Thnns 
“"^ad condi&g&GRB as pjeviou^y published and are 
available upon request , 
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SCORING SYSTEM 


4pontts fora goal M 4 points for a goalkeepcrfdefender 
dean sheet ■ 3 points for a successful assist ■ i point 
when a player is selected and plays ■ J point far a 
winning goal ■ 3 points for a manager win, 1 point for 
a draw u Lose I point for a yellow card m Lose 3 points 
for a red cant 
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T m 




K 




■ -J’*** ■ 


winner u the end entrant^^ 

who has eccFodB'mwe poiAu. afly-OtbraTndcpendeiU r . 
'fantasy Football learn in that timfetym dieJnitasXKS: Jrbfc- a Qte ' 
, _U^be 1998 World Cup in Fiance. The <rxnner, plua nmpamon, - 
aO the action of a quarter-final ai&a wad^boaL of their 
choice, ptastte£naL In addition, the Jrigfiw^ictttH^Toam each 
“ mouth. wiD win a pair of tidnts to one < 
qualifying games at Wembley. 






Scores 


B * Mm liM&r period 
jA - Alter inasfer period 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED 


CODE PLATES 


lWI I POCVTS: 

WJI B A 


— i value 
O r till 


300 

MS Bosvich 

■W Flowcn 
SB Karine 
Ml Hitchcock 
JH7 Ogrinwic 
Ml FiEb 
W SousbaU 
\wi Manyn • 
X» iJtact 

V5 PDofe 
VV. Honli 
ST 5dWKxhel 
IW Vnhh 
SVf Snucck 
m hmLxi 
M ChiOcy • 

344 Wnrhi 

345 Buub 
34f PrcsKiun 

347 Cohuj 

348 Walker 
.<49 Miiindo 
35H Sutoan 


-UXt Dan 
403 Walcri’am 
4IU BoulJ 
JUS Adams 
■ 6 k> Kcinn 
4if7 SuonWo 
4U8 Soulhcitc 
4tW LL-Ctatb 

*yj riw*« 

*33 Wh»Ji 

434 TJIct 

435 Bene 

436 Lc Sma 

437 - Colcram 

438 Hendry 

4W XMM 
440 DnhciTT 

443 Puwa 

444 Mm 

445 Leteaf 


447 I Amo 

448 Dlhh 
440 Shan 
438 

453 Stamac 
45* PtaxB tO 
455 Tusufl 
45ft Stmt 

457 Krais 

458 T.'nmmth 
451 Hunjoer 
*0 Hlnchdill’c 
4c3 Johws 
4t4 KcCj 

4ft5 Wcihcrafl 

466 

467 

m wjfah 
4t« Crav'd 
47U WJwld» 
47* Writ* 

47* Btf* • 
4-? Jonn(R) • 
47ft WrtgtK 
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WBBC IS SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLATH7 R»OM 9-15 DGCSIBBt 
PLAIXX TEAM. 
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If you would file to kuo«- marc about Philips range of lighting products. Call 0181 686 1966 (Fantasy FborbaH questkatt cannot be answered on this line). 
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3979^.114.2 
fTSE250 
^4364.0 -7.2 
TOE 350 
*- 1977.3 -6.2 
SEAQ VOLUME^ 
888 . 9 m shares* 
32,986 bargains 
Index 

; 94.06 + 0.02 


Share spotlight 


Nervousness about Christmas trade shakes retailers 



Judging by the crowded state 
oi the country’s high streets a 
bumper Christmas is in sig hr. 
But such thoughts did notwin 
unanimous support in the 
stock market yesterday as re- 
shares retreated, with some 
dealers fretting about the ar- 
ray of pre-Christmas sales and 
re ports that woe retailer bad ex- 
pressed disappointment with 
the level of trade. 

The Christmas unease was 
shrugged off by NatWest Se- 
curities. Analyst Sean Eddie 
described the reaction as “an 
attack of traditional Christmas 
nerves 77 . Today’s November re- 
tail sales figures were another 
unsettling influence. George 
Eddie felt trade was budding 
up as expected and the UK 
would indulge in its best spend- 
ing suree since 1988. 


A.SO if D 


cautious stance ap- 
peared to come from Ben- 
galis, the department stores 
group. No comment was avail- 
able from its main store at 


Kingston-on-Thames but there 
was talk the more sobering 
Christmas tale bad emerged 
during a meeting with analysts. 

Next, as if to steady market 
anxiety, let it be known it 
would not engage in pre- 
Christmas price cuts and was 
trading well. In busy dealing 
Next was down 15.5p, settling 
at 553p, off 9.5 p. 

Otter leaders lower includ- 
ed Burton (3.25p to 149J15p); 
Argos flOp to 747Jp) and 
Dixons (6-5p to 533p). Beulahs 
was unchanged at 129 Jp. 

The rest of the market bad 
an uneventful session with 
Footsie down 14.2 points at 
34779.6. Volume was swollen by 
tax-efficient bed and breakfast 
deals. Takeovers, real and ru- 
moured, provided much of 
the action. Insurances re- 
mained the centre of attraction 
with Conunendal Union again 
leading the charge, up 13p to 
693p, another peak. General 
Accident put on 21p at 716.5p. 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


Among insurance brokers 
Wilfis Corroon gained 5p to 
140£p. The shares were USp 
last month. 

The tads which did arrive 
came from engineers Fairey 
and EEL Fairey offered £5 lm 
for Burnfield, a quality control 
equipment group, and FKI 
followed its signalled interest 
with a £196m offer for build- 
ing materials group Newman 
Tanks. Both offers were re- 
jected. Burnfield moved up 
36p to 136p against the 135p 
offer and Newman jumped 
203p to 149-5p, around the bid 
level. 

The 18 mSlion Severn Trent 
share buy-back, conducted by 
HSBC James Capel and UBS, 


left the price up 13 Jp at 667J5p 
against the 675p buy-in. The ac- 
tion encouraged Thames Wa- 
ter 18p higher to 5S65p. 

BSkyB, on the Govern- 
ment's digital rules, rose a 
further 29p to 5185p and me- 
dia group Pearson, ahead of a 
trading statement today, 
slipped 1 Up to 689.5p. Rank, 
another where a tra ding state- 
ment is expected, shaded 3 So 
to430p. 

British Aerospace continued 
to shrug off the Boeing take- 
over, rising I9p to l,155Jp. 
The feeling is the US deal 
could provoke a more com- 
petitive edge in Europe, par- 
ticularly at BAe associate 
Airbus Industrie. 


British Gas fell 6.5p 10 
223.5p. ABN Amro Hoare 
Govett, the company's stock- 
broker, cut its target price by 
20p to 220p ahead of an in- 
vestment presentation due to- 
morrow. Hoare also trimmed 
its Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries estimates, leaving the 
shares 6p lower at 767p. 

Shell weakened 10pto972p 
on worries about its Nigerian 
mvrdvementand Lasmo wasUt- 
tle changed at 219 Jp as Mer- 
rill Lynch posted a 250p target 
price. 

Compass, the contract 
caterer, fell 8p to 612p; Accor, 
the French leisure giant, 
trimmed its shareholding by 6 
million shares and rests with 
21.53 per cent, approximately 
the level it intends to retain. 

Sherwood, the clothing 
group, again had that thread- 
bare look as its shares fell 17p 
10 4Up on another profits 
warning. But Coats Viyella 
reversed an early fall to dose 


5p higher at 127p after a cau- 
tious trading statement was 
seen as less pessimistic than 
feared. The Sherwood setback 
ruffled Courtanlds Textiles, 
off lOp at 22Ip. 

rnghams. a business ser- 
vices group floated at 72p on 
Monday, had another strong 
run, romping ahead 34p to 
121 .5p. Oxford Biomedica 
a gain strived to close the gap 
on its 88p placing price, mov- 
ing ahead 5p to 55.5p. 

I .antra Trust's remorseless 
progress seemed 10 gather 
pace; the shares surged a re- 
markable 1725p to l,150p 
after touching L2Q0p. They 
were 56p in the summer, be- 
fore Andrew Regan and 
friends acquired control. It 
has fixed up a mail order deal 
with the NAAFI and there is 
mile of 1 hi kg being established 
with Littlewoods. The behav- 
iour of the shares should 
prompt the Stock Exchange to 
ingiq on a progress statement. 


Taking Stock 


□ PGA European Tours, the 
old Union Square property 
company now boil ding a 
spread of championship golf 
courses, is thought to be (he 
bidder for struggling Club- 
partners International. 

The target said talks were 
on with a bidder it did not 
identify which could lead to 
an offer of around lp a share. 
Clnbpartaers shares were 
patted Sp lower to &5p. They 
were 33p in the summer bat 
Tell from around I4p when 
earlier this month the compa- 
ny warned of a bid below the 
market level. 

D Brantdiffe Aggregates 
aeld at 25L5p. The Bardon 
quarrying group, already with 
an option on 14.99 per cent of 
BA, has acquired an option 
on another 7.72 per and 
is seeking further options. 
Bardon's chief executive Pe- 
ter Tom ruled out a foil bid 
for Brantdiffe. 
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Cash and clout 
elude punters 


sport 


Given that Charles Robarts left 
^ifie Jockey Club’s headquarters 

Porunan Square last night 
£11,974.21 richer than when he 
entered he should hsvt* been 
one of the happiest punters in 
Britain. His winnings, however 
are only on paper, and while the 
200-year-old TaitereaUs Com- 
mittee; betting’s self-appointed 
High Court, had decided that 
Robarts is owed the money- bv 
his bookmaker, his chance of 
ever actually seeing his payout 
must be considered a shade of 
odds against. 

Indeed, in the Una] analysis, 
Robarts may weD end up still 
further out of pocket, since the 
£750 deposit he lodged with the 
Committee to have his case 
heard is non-returnable. The 
Committee decided that SP 
Racing Lid, of 81 Headstone 
Gardens, Harrow, is liable for 
the debt, but Sonny Purcell, Ro- 
barts only obvious opponent at 
yesterday’s hearing, claimed af- 
terwards that he is not a direc- 
tor of the company in question. 
Instead, he is a director of SP 
Racing Enterprises Ltd. of 81 
^Headstone Gardens, Harrow, a 
^Pdiffevenl company entirely. 

If the debt is not paid in 21 
days, the Committee will in- 
vestigate SP Racing limited, de- 
termine who its directors are 
and recommend to the Jockey 
Club that they be warned off. 

As punishments go, howev- 
er. this hardly ranks alongside 
exile to Devil’s Island, since the 
firm trades off-course anyway; 
and yesterday’s proceedings 
simply highlighted once again 
how difficult it is for punters 
- or bookies for that matter- 


Greg Wood finds 
no joy tor gamblers 
when racing's 
bureaucrats meet 

to recover unpaid gambling 
debts. 

Robarts could oppose SP 
Racing Ltd’s betting licence 
when it is next dne for renew- 
al. but as yet no magistrate h fl* 
refused to grant a licence sim- 
ply as a result of unpaid debts. 
The National Association for 
the Protection of Punters, 
mea nwhile, recently demon- 
strated how easy it is to obtain 
a licence when the organisa- 
tion’s secretary successfully ap- 
plied for a permit, even though 
he has less than £1 ,000 worth of 
liquid assets to his name. 

“Magistrates just aren't the 
right people to be going round 
issuing licences," Robarts said. 
“Trainers and jockeys anH oth- 
er people who have just as 
much part in the running of rac- 
ing have to go and prove they 
can do h. They should show that 
they know what they-are doing 
and that they have the money 
to do it. For now, punters 
should realise that if they’re not 
absolutely sure they will be 
paid out it's just not worth hav- 
ing the bet-" 

For all its un enforceab ility, 
the adjudication by the Thus 
Committee was a far more sat- 
isfactory conclusion than any to 
be drawn from the British 
Horseracing Board’s annual 
Industry Committee Forum. It 
is only fair to point out that. In 
the not-50-distant days of the 


Jockey Club, it would have 
been inconceivable to find rac- 
ing’s senior figures exposing 
themselves to the opinions and 
criticisms of raring’s babbling 
multitude of interest groups. Ul- 
timately, though, the only con- 
crete lesson to be drawn from 
yesterday’s gathering in South 
Kensington is that there is no th- 
ing, but nothing; quite like a 
good moan. 

For some outsiders, the prin- 
cipal attraction of the Forum 
was the hope of seeing Lord 
Wakeham, the BHB chair man 
and a former Conservative chief 
whip, being thoroughly ha- 
rangued by the sort of people 
who once formed his most de- 
voted constituency. When Ken 
Clarke failed even to mention 
racing in his Budget speech, the 
BHB’s three-and-a-half year 
honeymoon period with most 
sections of the industry revert- 
ed swiftly to domestic squabbles, 
and yesterday they spilled out 
on to the street. 

The continuing lack of a 
long-promised “financial plan*’ 
which would allow the BHB*s 
performance to be measured 
with some accuracy, is a par- 
ticular cause for complaint, not 
least among business -min ded 
owners. Other factions from 
jockeys through to bookies also 
took the chance to add their 
ha'p'orth, although a voice 
speaking on behalf of the pun- 
ters who fund raring via the 
Levy was conspicuously absent. 

The answer to most problems, 
it seemed, would be provided by 
a forthcoming wholesale re- 
view of the industry, and Lord 
Wakeham stroked most of the 



Rough Quest and Mtck Fitzgerald on their way to winning at Folkestone yesterday Photograph: David Rogers/ Allsport 


criticism into the covers with the 
ease you would expect of an ex- 

pn lfririan tX falcrtiam k rrmnhgiv.. 

en to phrases such as “let me 
make it abundantly clear," 
which, as any connoisseur of 
MP-speak knows, is a fair sign 
that he is about to do anything 
but. Only once did his self- 


assurance slip, as he engaged in 
a brief yet entertaining spat 
with Fetor Savfil, one of the 
country’s leading owners. 

“It may not be the case where 
you come from,” ^fekeham told 
him, “but the BHB’s derisions 
are made in a democratic man- 
ner." Just in case anyone had 


missed his point, he went on to 
point out that although Savfll 
does his racing in Britain, he ben- 
efits from the somewhat unde- 
manding tax regime of the 
Cayman Islands. Catty, perhaps, 
but no less enjoyable for that 
The same protagonists will 
gather in the same spot in 12 


months* time, and the argu- 
ments will no doubt proceed 
along much the same lines. 
Unless Wakeham and compa- 
ny can offer rather more evi- 
dence of their endeavour, 
however, aU the serious insults 
wiD surely be flying in the op- 
posite direction. 


BANGOir 


12.30 D'Naan 
LOO Macgeorge 
L30 Sun Surfer 
200 Stop The Wafer 


i .■■'.V.- 1 if - V I-"- 4 < & >i 'v« 


HYPERION 

200 Glowing Path (nb) 
3 jOO Fools Errand 
3.30 Chasing The Moon 


onnl CHALIE RICHARDS MALT WHISKY HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) ££fl00 added 4<n If Penalty Value £4,163 


GOING: Good. 

■ Left-hand, undulating coarse; nut-in iQ&ydfl. 

■ Cause Is 4m SE of Wrexham nr jumioa of ABC5 and B60QB. Bos service from Wrcxfcui 
sUhon. ADMISSION: Iteddodc SB; Goose S4 (nndcr-lfr &ee al adwares). CAB PAIS: 


1 21FMSJ STOP THE WAUBI (18) (C) Bu]pn) F Mipty 7 II 10 

2 64PPF-4 FRONT UCflfl] (J Pkfcttana) JJffNSI 8118 

3 250-214 KEEP IT2VPED (M) (Ms tiraa Stem-Smut) 0 Smart 6 10 9 

4 JMJ3J54 GIBOTM HIMCESS CXfiMtanA McBflfy) ItsMJtmsBlOB. 

5 Q261-3B H0tysiK{12) (GaunMacEdBn)NTalflnvCME710 5 

6 ECPOW DBPBtAlE(18| (ThaOeSBOBFritartilpI AfoterB105 

7 333242 ROCKY P*m [12) H Me. Tony Grate) G Bating 10 10 5 

8 4232-45 PEHMNE PfflOE(12) WABwrocrf) M hammond9 10 1 

9 444-356 SH A MA WM L (15) Oa»S8Bffltta0<RAIrarlDlOO HtaSBmcta* 

10 M4P-3S LBfIHUlPniCESStl9IQULMatBtt)jNeeaBnlt)lDQ £ Hops (3) 

-10 



..yvwi 

wits 


RACING 1 


■ LEADING 1YAINKKS WITH KUNNEBS: M Pipe - 20 winners from 71 ramteis gives 
a 5uc«* ratio pr -JB.2N and a profit to a 51 level stabs orS8.8f.; N Twistmt-Dwlea - 12 
winners, Ki runners, 19.7*. -SI335; W CUy - fi winners, S4 runners, 7.13%, -£46.75; 
C Brooks - r- winners, 13 runners, 38.5%, 4-53-89. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: KDunwoody- ^6 winners, 77 rides, 3SL8%, +S3J .28; A Mn*uh« 
- I fi winners, 7-J rides, ^1 JJ%, -S0J>3; D Bridgwater - IS winners, 70 rides, £ 1.49b, 
+SC7.U7: W Maraton - 8 winners, -12 rides, 39%. +5046. 

BUNSEBBD FIEST TIME: Dltaan (12. 303. FkHlid Gold (1SJ0), Kittle (1030^ Indi- 
anWolfinwnsL 13;n> 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DA2S: None. 

IONG- DISTANCE KUNNEBStShaxaarptrfltfLOOlhas been ante 180 mOeatyRAlner from 
Pwmr. Somcraet. 


12.30 




MAESFEN NOVICE SELLING HURDLE (CLASS G) £2^600 
added 2m If Penalty Value £2£69 

0P560 ADURM/S GUEST (30) (W Robertson) WQay 4 21 5 R Fanaat 

6-5fT50 AL HBAt (8) Mas J t WteBnnl J jertett 4 11 5 WltantmV 

534 FASHI GOLD (7) <G A Sunroof M IMw 4 U 5. 

245540 MHANTBR£(12)(D«*CtaWKBatep5115. 


«s^ JOx Ota /aadfcap sitfic teMbsl Africess 8K 2JtL 
BEDVIft 1-a Holy fitted, 4-1 Bod? PsrH M tap kUppad, S-l Stop lb* YMar, «4 
Pride. 8-1 tori Um, 12-1 Barite Pifesav, 18-1 ottos 
1995: Nazzam B 10 11 A Bumon 6-1 [W G M Turner) 12 am 
FORM GMDE 

PENMNE PMDE was havng hts fast run of ttia season when foutft to Nazanu In tills face 
a year ago but ne stndd ba that viol bit flusr this tune Mowing runs m Carlisle and Mar- 
ket fasan. tannine Pnde can also do bettor with tftevoor back on. The only ctoer ante he 
*ok the headgear was at Nottinfjiam m Fabruoy, vften he ran UrMfsai Mage to a neck 
and ntgv wtdi have won bur far a rrtstoke Bttoe taeL Haiy Sting commands respect be- 
cause he was dear of Pennine Pnde md Stop na W aB er (stahl fa toe Caristo race won 
by taraom Boy and was fancied to beat the Hammond hone a Market Rosen riterwarts 
fa tf« race wwi by Front LtoetepropESSlwstaWemate, hy House. Front LnebdearitMid 
at Nohcasde ms a step n the right direction. He wn the faur-mBBr a Chettmtham two 
nasom ago and the )«irs stayftg chassis are going wafl. Stop The UfeRer’s ttad to QtnsZ- 
nvs GttSe a Ufanufck suggests he b coming right again,' but a btgBrihfeat at ties stags 
could be Rooky Parte, touched off tar previous winner Baj^a Bey at Exeter. He hasymin 
prove he stars this trip butt might be worth gtvfaghmi the- benefit of the doubt Keep It 
Zfcpad is Urtered a&rt. as was the casa whan ha won at FbnbwQ. but that was a soft 
novice mem and it rerrauB to ba seen if M can trouble the experienced handcappers, 
even with the help of the headgear. 

S e le ctions PENNINE PRIDE 


.WIlcfwdMdB 


052-062 UK SfflEET BURS U2)(Cnelertiam Raong HOC Brants 5115 _ 
563002 N»ffDOKr(47)(MBrayConDn, VlncMeyJrJDw«|WCW5115. 

DM SMREY FACE {12HJ W UKriB R HOC^S 4 11 5 

P SHTFTRE BRHJGE (44) (Mecaston CoraSsms Ltdl G McCout 4 11 5 . 


6PP MISS THE BEAT (U) title BandbOtBqgltWSMBfar 4 110. 
00- NAFEHniH290)(VbJaneSriTpson) JI*Jns4llO. 

OF APPEAL AGAIN (20) (TG Bracks} DBudtel 3 10 5 — 

00 ctaiHsrm (4q 10 1 KMarap w Bnsnme 3 10 5 . 
DNAAN Ms P B Brawte) M Rpe 3 10 5. 


. — GBradeyB 

TBqr 

! Haris (7) 

_Jt Hobson (7) 
JMMeod(3) 


2-30 


—Di 

jCUMMfljnB 


A P McCoy B 
— I Is ms n ce V 
KMcMbfflB 
OWrtshW 

0 NAOTGARW (20) (Csaphsy BiddngSuWfasLBQ D BuchcO 18 D^_ I Prior [7] 


5f WDIAN MKXP (57) (Mo T P DewJend) B Lbueflyn 3 ID 5 

450 RATTLE (18) Mss G Jajgtfa) J 01M 3 10 5 

AKAUXKAL Ktoton Bgey POTuchp IMS 0 McCan 3 10 0- 



PERSWI DAWN Ms Jerry Trier) HPWfas 3 100. 

- 18 derived - 


BEmiK: 7-2 Lime Sheet Bhies, 4-1 (THms, M NW Bsaa. 61 RatOe. Goi% ia- 1 Ad- 

■ktfb Gsast, 18-1 otoera 

19BS tetriMn S* 3 10 2 B Harding 10-1 {M Meagwl IB ran 
FORM GUIDE 

D7UAN Ecraped home m a makeien (AW) el two wtwn bAnhaied far the Bist Ome but (hat 
seems id have put ram off because he went downhfll a three and never looted foe Mr- 
nmg. SUB. If anyone is ®*ng to get a huTOla race out of DTHasn. It is suntly the In-fatm Mar- 
un Pipe, wtw will at least have an Idea of what b needed to beat Mgbt Boat Pipe trams 
tnrirapura. an easy winner from M0tt Boat fa a courae-and-dtetanee riabner last month. 
The one mat D'Naan has 10 beat is probabfy Itaia Street Blues, second to fn-farm Hany 
at HaretoTO 12 days ago. when SatBay Face (possibly open to fatprovomanQ ares a remote 
eighth, /he nearest that Rattle came to winning on the Flat was when ha ms beaten a 
neckfaalO-fariongriafatwat^.HeiisuriVvvorebllntereonthBlBval,Eoheriwuld1ig- 
tire more prommendy ewer hurdUm, now he Is Itaad with me headgear and dropped in dsss. 

Se l ect io n: D'NAAN 


RED COAT CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS' HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £3*500 added 2m If Penalty Value £2,640 

1 5Q21D4- WVBI 50 BIDE (37Cf P Bradey) P Boriey 5 11 10 Dj 

2 1124-65 KADAHI [7} (CO) (H Omkw) W Cby 7 11 9. 

3 4/2FM3 SCHNISZIEflKAKapleianaRADJrtnm) KBrtdgnar5U6- 

4 063136 5HEH> SIEAtSt (202) (R E Procori) R Ptacodi 8 11 4. 

5 421312 BUAWIB PATH (9) (D) (P Stede) R Hn®S 6 U 4. 

6 QM306f ALA5KWI HER (7J (I Buffln) A Streeter 5 112- 

7 123432 KWttW (7] (S Tabensrt T ttmnriy B 10 13_ 

8 FO-3FP4 COUNIRY MHSIRB. 02) 15 A DoudS 5 Doucti 5 10 7, 

9 606000 BOA (9) (D UcCatt) D McCain 4 10 4, 

18 OOOOE-P TANGO HAN (9) Left FbaRm« Striate) RPbce 410 0, 

-IPdodarad- 

AWmuoi Hefgc Kbt 7lue banrieap ne&c Tw& Man Art life. 

BETIIfc lt4 AMteri, 3-1 Gfawlag Path, 4-1 Scflaanla. 61 Haver So Bfae, Coootry MWvlial, 7-1 
Sadari. 12-lolkos 

1996: OfaffS Glm B 10 13 Gib lew 7-1 (J U BtaOafl 11 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Gtootag Path ran wesher sound race at Ludtow last week, finshing second to Pndtvrood 
Peter and beating SCHNOZZLE by two lengths fa the process, wfth B&e about a doaen 
lenphs edrtt n seventh. Gtasfng Path has been on the s> a white now, htanever, whereas 
that Ludlow nn ms only Schnazzte's second of the season. Ha could nare the necessa^ 
Improvement In htn. Wntavl looks a tiireet, hewngffatBfted 15 fangms ctoa- of Kadarl when 
chasing home Cbcus Lina (winner of his previous race at Newcastle) n Leicester. Wntwl 
was corning back from a long layoff when tftltti to Tanseaq hew beforehand and might >n- 
pnweagan. 

Sriactiop: SCHNOZZLE 


IjOO 


SI HELENS FORD NOVICE CHASE (CLASS Q) EBflOO added 
2m 4f UDyds Penalty Value £4y358 


3j00 


2151-12 AR0UM>1MEGALE(35)(Q(BF}(TJ WMta]flDGancUb5116. 

46 1434 DGCVBORG (HQ (S3} (D| (leny NgR) M Rpe 5 11 B 

5333- 1U NADGHIY FUTURE (19) (A K Coffin^ J OTArt 7116- 


LP McCoy 
-A Roche 


034 -P BAAHE STAR (2Q Ukn UtCabijl) Mbs H Kntffft 6 11 0 
31P53-4 QkPPHJ OUT (18) (Dcrono Raong Stertn Tcxfirttr 6 U 0 
05014-8 GARNMI (169 IDoncer tto-tieaimafa N Henaason BUG 
3213-05 MACGEORGE (IB) (J H MbtBOnl R Ue 6 11 0 
05PB21- VAUET0AH0Q1 (MS) (The Money Crete JffMai 6 110 



-Sdarind- 

BETTMG: 4-5 AnwadThe Gate. 62 Dreybort W-MteMr fttee. Gratiao,*! Chipped Cot, 

10-1 GwnwiB. 14-1 others _ .. . 

1996: Eren Blue 7 11 0 D McCm 25-1 (Mrs C J Btatt) 9 ran 
FORM CUBE 

Manin Pipe has done wen w* fas French imports and wfl surely eet o race ortwo out of 
DambonL wre of a chase over thte trip fa the summer. Decyborg win no weB to cope 
mh MNxmD THE GALE at level weights, hewewr. Around The Gate was notaute B»d 
enough wtwn stepped up In cfass at woroetter five weeks eg Bg -Pteroure gwlte 

bea nm just a nerii. was a smart novice huttlterMs^m ^teaw^tefaLMs fW 

at the second) lot the valuable arm compebtiw nowce chase m Lwgfek l lari , Saturt ta y. The 
ntti« winner is NwiffltyRituNi, gong wed in the lead wfaenimseating his rider hare »i No- 
vcmbei aWmtffa ne had also mada mlstalres when succasriid at Ayr end needs to improve 

itetwi and best ow hurdles when bknkered. as ha showed when beadnr Gaffiw i n (gaya 

by Sound The Gate m a rawee iwte here »* 

belter Hong, he has not made the sama faipa a o«r fences. B^ftne st ar w» p uim up 
on he reappearance at Twcaster but showed prontse over hurtles Ian season aid has 

won npofat to-pomt in Ireland. ■ — AROUND THE GALE 


CtWYD HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £6^00 added 2m 
i 4f 110yds Penalty Value £Afi6S 

4312-11 nous B»AW (25) (D) (Mrs Dmd RUaHQG BaUng 6 120 A P McCoy 

11134-3 50(£A (U5A) |37) (D) (A Us Ifajnxnd ARferaon Graerl C tater 7 11 9 
50P-P32 BEALLT A RASCAL 01) (CD) IT J Whteey) D Gsrdcho 9 11 5 
0211-64 POIXroMA«(2^(Cai)(Oin9F06»)BBiSWll038ia 
3UJRP- DOUfflS (370) (B» (Us E A Sn«U TCfahri 9 ID 11 
623363 DB1MCIIVE (22) (CD) (BF) Cfagny HflroodO M WA faS Cn 7 10 9 
30-0061 SK&S ROSZA (12) (p Lamimanl Hs S Lanyren 8 10 9 

24232-2 MWSANACE(NZ)(E7)(D)(Uchsc{AKrig«UraV1Ham3 910a Nl 

2P41D6 1RBAL MILS (445) (D) Uohn Bngevon) D McCain 11 10 3. 

-9r 



i(3) 


BETIWG: 6-4 Foals Emd, 4-1 Rally A Rascri, 61 Sktar Rosa, 61 Mm's An Ace, 7nl Sate, 
10-lD ktte c ll re. 124 xOtmt 

1996: Distfaawa 6 10 8 C Uwtejn 10-1 |M J MMner) 9 ran . 

FORBISIHDE 

Last season. Dfariactive won the correspondng race fa #me fashion fast tkne out and ha 
kx*a sure to ptay a promfaent pan a^m (OBoMng Ms thud to Solo Gent under rop weigK 
at Huntington. Distinctive is reunited will] his winning nder. Cart Uewetyi, whfie FBchart 
Dunwoody. on board Distinctive at Huntington, sweeties to ReaRy A RaecaL EteaAy A Ras- 
cal is only 21b better off hr me two and a half tenghs that Raale Pnutl Be« Hm at Tcav- 
coster, but Really A FtesceTa subsequent second to Hwweii lad m. the same uach (3m 11) 
shows he Is fa good heart FOog Errand may have to do baaar than wsr to land me hat- 

trick. bm ha hte made a successfuswnch to hsirdteap company, whereas SMBA has a 
bit to prove m that respect. Lite Fools Errand. Sdtia was a decent novice chaser and third 
place WNnd previous termer Raga Romper was not a bad comeback run tor a hotse ttrat 
needs more than two mites, even on a stiff course Hto Comic. Ha had toe stosequent 
SodgBfleM Miner Weaver Geoigs raid e beiowper Potato aien bertnd at Cartsle and the 
yard cteted this week wtthStoimy Coral « Newcastle. 

S e lect ion: S01BA 


■3~5Sn ASTBURV WREN HANDICAP W*DLE (CLASS B) £ZD00 added 
^1 3m Penalty Value £4,765 

631336 gwawatFiaMlSrmSsif^Tfa^BttO 


3.30 


JtJrimM 

.JR t tea veody 


131131- NAH1H0I LADpaflU snaei m. i r**™ 

as sssrsffAS!Stfs«s=5=iri3 
sss 

, 30121 GENERALTDMC(21)lD)(SBhgsRarilBD&niWto91(l3 

m 7 dmttnn ■ 

BFTTKG: 6lG*W^ri Toole. 7-2 Fradrie Mori, 4-1 kritown Lad. 62 Cafl Mr toostUSwl Sartor, 

12*1 Utile Gunner. 14*1 Yea Man 

199$: PharaiK-y S W 10^ W Uennw 166 (0 Mchcton) B ten 

FORM GUIDE 

SSSaS&iSssSSSsSSssaSS 

Nirrier, Courharu. Fresh tan a short break alto bom a yard gifafi i« i-reorae o 

fw,Hrt<rf,L TJoinrtfnrr flFHF 0 * 1 ,nMn 


YELLOW COLLAR NTERMEDHIE OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
((3A55 H) £ZfiOO added 2m If Penalty Value £L&58 
1 LB»S(34) WDG&DJ RthreW KBritt5111L R~ 


060 CASI& QUAY (215) (Diwd Elctarfcn) L*s P Bctomxi 6 U 4 
CHASteiW MOON ?w*ig G BaM? 4 11 4 


QID- DANCWB BANG® (3G7) (jDlfa tatnrt U85*te»i5114. 
GORBMaJWE (Boo Baari P Boko 4 11 4. 


BayLavaan 
—A P McCoy 
Bqr 


0- JUST »Wf (438) © ftfUiaij B PraM 5 11 4 

D SOMMG PBHREE (34) (Seated UJMJMulB 4114- 


JIMnsoa 

TJoaks 

-SCunae 


BETTHG:! 


54 HC CROPPY BOT P^hUttrtXXme PtaniWJMs* 4114 KhwocMboP) 

TIC BERG (9BwMGrirDub(Sa(pCat taps MDI«an4 114 DWabh(9 

4P R»rafWM(G6PB^ll«tt»Ef0M^ 

4 CAUJRD0E(<nULNgaian)JNe a >gn61013 NWroane 

0 GUNDHTblACH (47) (R FteflDnfl B Canta^i 4 ID 33 ftaylyns 

6 MAaGKSIHAIf(2BS(LREothl Us A lOng 4 ID 13 MrOHePtol(7) 

0 IBStTtSSTUOOR CIBWUs JM IOeriC5En]S Uribr51013.... FHitt baedg) 

-Udacnol* 

Ml Scoib^Peripw, 61 lfida«,HCalSedae I 9-HMator Foot, 12-1 Charing Tba Moon. 

At Croppy Boy, Wstress ibdor, i4-l othen 
1M& Mhngon 5 U 1 S Ctiran 30-1 (ku H Parao) 17 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

NMUaues awarded a NH Ftat race etTaurion Ian month after the signal wbwr.scoR. 
MG- PEDIGREE, was thrown out far causing rntariwenoe some wuy from home. Scoring 
Pedtoae l»d a teWh and a naff to spare over Midas at Teirtnn and Is 71b better off, thanks 
penalty tom Midas prated up. Tony McCoy, wiboart Midas KTauraora switches Id 
C h*toi'^Mo«LWhe»lrarBr,TobyBaung,h«i«niwsh«ofth«raoH.Ovia- 

k«7iie Moon must »> (fa the short)*. CaMndoe is a possUrty, as he finished faurto to 
jdn*K here in November, beabng'nu Grow Boy onm bytoreeandahalftengihsL 

SetocUorc SCORING F-£OGfi£E 


HYPERION 

12j 40 Peter Mon&my ULO Castlekellyteader 

1.40 Supreme Ge notin 2J.0 KHALJD1 (nap) 

2.40 Oat Is Regrets 3J.0 Gaye Fame 


7 POUO- TUDOR TOteW (275) KamooB IDO S 

8 200610-2 TAP SHOES (U9 R Briar 8 10 0 

9 OPB4-40 EU2MGMRAQ£(21)IAaRHBndaan4 10 0DS 

10 HRVP PtWCE OF PREY ODNHarie 6100 S 


BPovel 

(5) 


11 000004 ACML PnKE (19 N AMe 5 10 0. 

-Ui 


-CODwyer 


GOING: Good (Good to Finn in pieces). 

■ Right-hand, mukdatfag course. Stiff u*a of stamina. Run-in of 
SSQyds. 

■ Course is 6m SW of Ewter on 338. ADMISSION: (haiKfaund 
A Paddock $10; SOverRtagXfi (acranponled under- 1 0a Duo). CAB 
PARK- S2 on tails; S3 membere; remainder free. 


KUNIOSBgD FIBST TTMK- Kobta M-nd (12.40). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST S8VBN DATS: Now. 
LONG-DISTANCE KONNERSc Groovtn* (1.10) A Royal Baler 
(3.10) have ben son 165 miles by J GBorrifrom FnxJoo, Wffaasex. 


MrGnuncIOK riMlamiCteHeVarQ»IGbnmr9srUJb. TufarfamSa 
Mb. Trj Shoes £br 9b, Bririg Atadb. Mm Of tay, AchR Pirn 9st 6®. 
BETIWG: 7-4 Sounds Ute Ha, 61 Sqnm Gaaotbi, 61 Fabulous llto- 
to, lfl-1 Ite Shoes. 12-1 MM*, 14-1 Ahoro The Cri. 161 otters 


SCOTTISH EQUfTABLE/JOCKEYS ASSO- 
CWDON HANDICAP HURDLE (QUALIFER) 
(CLASS C) £5j000 added 2m 2f 

302162) SlEff MAM (Hfl (B30) M Pb* 5 11 ID C 


■jhAnl GEMM1 RADIO CLAIMING HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £2^50 added 2m 2f 


2QU-43 MHAUDi (ID D GradolD 7 11 3 SofUa WthcB (5) 

lOlflP DGCBE YOURSELF (IBB) T Thomsen Jones 5 10 11 


JAARagKrid 


PD- BORXIO(sm)(373)CRBaiwl51112 8 Fenton 

6BtaW> ALLAflRAKHA ^ (CD) M HI 5 11 6 Sfm 

4434041 IWIR(CAI|)(B)MP|pa5113 COBaywB 


201213 reraiNNAirr(U)|Cfl)Mtoe4ii3~ 


jCMamltB 


BEnWG: 4-5 Pater Maaaay, 5-1 Top Skfaper. 6-1 Niatir, 12-1 tartuoas 
Roaa, My HmvhnM, 14-1 Mriaakba, 16-1 atiMra 


6J501P- SFIflNG SAMT (291) (CD) Mss C Hodsr 7 10 11 GUptm 

442200- ■BirngMiqarvw.Tiniii. eawai— 

034-1? EDGEHOOR nHCE (33) (q P Htehs 5 10 0 AMagAa 

0601/1 ROAD TO Al) BON pt^tQR Bate 8100 BPonefl 

-Tdo da red- 

MHmm meifft: 10a. True telricsp ae(giCfloatf 7o Au Bon Ba 12ft. 
BETTHG: 114 Edgtsnar Prinoa, 3-1 Star Han, 9-2 KhaM, 5-1 Dadde 
VbmK 7-1 Bag One. M Road lb Aa Baa, tfcl Sgfag Sriri 


540041 TOPOOWB? (38) V&wrany4 110 MrJIfazaidCI) 

053440 MYHWriteSM (19) I Jena 6 10 5 M AFfagacWd 

FP NORFOLK GLORY (21) D 8388814 105 — UAHridororti 

0-3 RDBM ISAMD (8) PHrigr 4 ID 5 MCUne(7)B 

OPGOO* reniMES ROSE (21) )Nr«4 100 TJI 

-9l 


240 


EDIMBOURG HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
C) £6^00 added 7f 110yds 
1 Pll/64-4 OAHS RESETS (43) (BF) Mte3 H Kngl 8 12 0 _ J Osbomc 
1 F11563- SIMEf Mf GM4)PttadblDU9 PWda 

3 

4 

5 


H 301 


CHLDCRAFT NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D] 
£6400 added 2m 2f 

1 0- BOOB N AU. (Ml) G Bating 6 11 2 BCBRart 

2 0500- BUUAMU3K) (2S2) H Hoite7 112 GTonncy 

3 1111-F4 CASDBtHUlEADB (17) P Nchdb 7 11 2 CMaxto 

4 2302-34 OOURTMASIBt{U)RBud4BrB112 8 

5 2M3- DANIFSWW(443)PHadgrS112. 

fi W DODGY DEALER (B4B) Us S Nodi 6 11 2 D 

7 W460F GROOVHB (3S) J (Nbd 7 11 2 

B KHAMCKT C239) N Henoason 611 2 _ 

9 0GU6-22 msnjOCK (23) Antiew Tumel 7 11 2 

10 60503- UMQE ALGT (231) t&SSH KrtjytT 11 2 
U 6014)53 COIQ1FS CHOICE (15) G ten 7 10 11 

13 1201F-2 JOSHIA (la A Raw 5 10 11— 

13 53434-4 1EUKHERRT (3<B Ub H KrigK 7 10 11 

-13 declared- 

BETIWft 64 K tea nM y, 2-1 CatekUMeater. 8-1 Graovtag, 12-1 Jori- 
ina, 14-1 Daria Algr, 16-1 often 


422033 DOM SAMOURAJ ''Q (28) M Ppe 5 11 3 

63P-F31 DUHAIUJW LOOGE (20) C RBenwl91013 BFtatao 

15P122- FUL OF FHE (242) KBafcy910U C0DN|« 

6 132U5-1 St— iC U6HT g2) D MOrilOn 7 10 6 Al— dm 

7 ZUfJW MASmj0U0N|72aNHBttOBlSlD5_MAFfi— rid 

-7dacfaMd- 

RlllWfe M Stdritag UgN, 4-1 0— RigrriS, 82 DriUkie LodM 5-1 
M ri Aa, 8-1 Dor SwamL 8-1 Sstey Bay; 18-1 Master Jofcon 



aio 


HOBCHSTROUSSH.IWWCUR fflF MARES 
W NCMCE HURDLE (QUALFBQ (CLASS 
D) £4,600 added 2m 3f UJDyds 

01-1 GAYE RIME (22) KB*y5 113 COBayar 

006300 B0MDLBLAttNEYpt2qGBakfccG1010 BCMfoid 

_G Trinity 
’HeriayO 


TTnl HENRIETTA KNIGHT 50TH BIRTHDAY 
NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£$750 added 2m 2f 

FD4P3-2 SUPRBffi GENOIW (33) (BF)J0B7111U GUytoo 

3102-1 SOUNDS UKE RM (Bl) Ntat H Krtrit 5 11 9 Kterinw 

302TO3 EABULDUS MTOTD (Q U SanJasfi 11 3 — Jf A tttgmld 
256 ABOVE 1W CUT (27) C Unlock 4 Ul. 

OOSR56 VWNN0W(2S) ATuneI6102. 

OOUU-6 COOL GUMB(2S)iNngb IDO Cl 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
B 

9 

10 
U 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
17 
IS 

-18 Sectored 

BETTING: 11-4 RWortey, 3-1 Gaye Fwret, 7-2 HririBgllHr Facta, 8-1 Roy- 
ri Ruler, 12-1 Dolce Notta, 14-1 Biter Maid, l£-l othen 


(221) P Motts 5 1010- 
eay counirv siyie n^RNrar 71010. 
ooo- C0UKnrntN«t273)AJcm6iM0. 

2B0P DOLCE NOTE PS M Rpe 6 ID 10. 

FSXXMB THE MSS N Hmfenon 5 10 KL-JM A RbffreW 

P GMR MAD M M taa B ID 10 GSterit(7] 

KALFM0PNBRLRFraH41010 Mr A HoMnmfli 

IWOflPP LU.YTWRLUf(VQ UsBMdngSlOlD 
5006? MOOHIGfllBI (25) C JBriSBI S ID 10 
OF-O 0 MY LOVE (21) lira H rings 5 10 10 
0 PH ABHO WF FDI («D G Batew4 ID 10 
633412 IOVBtBiOr{21)HBHKn«a510ia 
334 RDYAt. RULER B3) (BF) J GBad 5 10 10 

P SUWS DREAM (35) 6 Ham 7 10 10 

0 VAHSEIL (21) RBlridef 51010 
FO&P ZBIOR dQ J LfaRre 5 10 10_ 



JPoaeS 
-DaridTriMr(7) 


HYPERION 

li50 TWn Fads JL20 Fawtey Flyer ISO Dorlin 
Castle Z20 Furfetto Z50 Jt*e Bax BMy 320 Last 
■&Y 


GOOD LUCK WULALSTHI NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4y200 added 3m If UDyds 

73-41F 6EMSLAD(14)n MBSSnuh9115 Hcfaml bwst 

P0P4UF BROOMMi. DUKBt IB) J H Johnson S ID 12 ADoUta 

POO ODHIOCflE LUCKY (8) J tffede 6 ID 12 KJonea 

FF0SF8 DORM CASIIE (22fa L Lirg) 8 10 12 T Rood 

263-342 StWMHaJL(iqjClaan91D12 


_JtSSBdU 


GOING: Good. 

■ LelLtiand course, undukicbig and sharp. Not suitable for the 
longetrkfinghorse. Run-in IMliyds. 

■ CoombNW of unm on ABiatLDariingLon Marion 1 4m - bus 
nei »he vo course. ADMISSION: Club 511; TauenoOB 5.7: 
Comae 1^50 (muter IBs Tree (run all enclosures). CAB PAJUL 
Membera £2, remainder Free. 


BUNKEBBD FUST TIME: VmoatUe (vteored, 220). Errrt- 
ronreaaral Lam (3J0j. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SBVBN DAPS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE BONNERS: Ptewtey Ptyer Jl 1J0) lwa been sore 

280 mika by W G M Turner Trow Conon Dcnhunt, Sonwraw. 


Q3443F DCOGOU) (15) PChaariiaugi BID 12 — 

-« |WW . 

BETTMG: 1S8 Deribi Cretk. 5-2 Gama ted. 4-1 Tlco Grid. Bd, Shawwol, 
81 BneaHI Didkar, 181 Ctanrodw Lucky 


220 


GLEBE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 

! £4£00 added 2m 

1 262-512 HONYIMN ItoB M Hunmand 6 11 5 R 

2 45-2251 TOW FAOS (:i) (CD) G M Ltocra 5 11 5 1 

3 45014-2 AHCR VAtlBf (fa D Mfanu 5 ID 12 

4 304MF4 FBfiWCISBROIlOt (12) MsS Stem 61012. 


RAFFYARD HOUSE SELLING HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2*450 added 2m 3f 

26-3054 ANORAK gA) G M Moore fi 11 5 HHmByd) 

02S0-2F FUREITO (21) gQ M HMimn) 6 11 5 RCwrittJ 

ROL5-65 H A MOMENT (12) C Gant 5115- 
0SUXM1 mm(lB)MBASi«lsrii5115 

8F6-500 COOL StB3.ro Mr* JBrtMn 4 ID i2 


3000 P6 HEAVSIS ABOVE Cite Ffclreh> 4 1012 
50 PHAR ENDU8H (12) J RoGwridA ID 12. 

USM R068rnCBRftEtl4JMJribron4101?j ri N to reffl 
000 HB&0NEI1E (7) 8 Qteon 4 10 7 CC««V 



3600 HENAGHGUW®(1A) JO*n61D7 — 

-lOdttfmd- 

BETTMWD M Wm, 81 Mnk, 81 Rar Eiwgr, 81 In A HttMft, 
H — g h tower. Bobert the Brave, 12-1 ottare 


-PHotoy 


<H4UfrO FStNPUf WfifiHT (K) J HBriarB a 10 12. 
PPPM CONE ASHORE (40) MBama 5 10 12 — 


STajfar® 


[^Ten] BQV1LLE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) 
"Sll £3)B00 added 2m 3f 

322-236 THE TOASTS* P) (CD) MSI 912 D ASSwHb 

23-2632 RraanHG® MBaias6117 STfator® 

32P-542 JtBEBOKBU-Vn UsJBn«iB113 ADoUh 


BETUK: 1140 Hbnyun, 81 Trio Ml 7-2 ABDerVtfey,81FteaUft 
Bntite, 16-1 (YMuBy Kidgri. 2&-1 Goae Wnre 


1-20 


CATTQWK CLUB 3997 'JOW UP NOW AM- 
ATEUR RIDERS' HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £2^50 added 2m 3f 


1 22026-3 SUDDEN SFM (14) B}JNaionG:i20« 


Mrwrun Jnx 'tfxtes ne^K: IteransbT} 9s! 5b. 

BETTHG; 7-4 6t*ow Yore Hand, 5-2 Rabat Bnt 7-3 Mar Bn BMy, 5-1 
The Ttteter, 20-1 tag OU Gate, 25-1 Tin 5aUat, 33-1 Kmwatino 


0453-PP HISfflDOODffJl) MB®acbugi91010 RSappfa 

64406-P FUNNY OLD BAHT (1M) DMoCune9109 KJritetac 

UlUff SHOW YOUR HAND (2}LLrgJ BIOS MhMtor 

00-U4P0 KARD(ASnN0(8}MBSSnvn51D0 HrPMwr»y 

-7 


0M4P0 FLATTOP (7) U W EasWtiy 5 11 9 
(J2U2L OME)rRYBI(U9(D)W6MTlinri7U5. 


JfrHKIMMnilR 

jtmwattoom 


_Hr E Btetagoa (7) 


a20 


21F4P-4 DURE« : PBimmJHJefaW5114^iBreP*«w»P) 

000&32 miBWJREOTDa-idUiura 10110 

Jlr D SafadMaast (7] B 


fi OOUCFO GVMCMKSMaaGN(lD))BHni81612. 


6(7) 

2050441 1RKAirSCOMErClB4JLHBi«9107 UR Hate® 

S0556-6 naWS*IHJJIEfU)l*sJBraMi51D7 

JHUPMMM® 


HUTTON WANDESLEY NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS F) £2^50 added 2m 

556DB. lASnRV(2E)(CD)BS!Uhiel5120 ASSadtii 

20545P3 MSTIIASISt® SGaBn^SllS KBarie 

44X240 MBHLyCHARMMG(12)MBaaatogi41l6-UAYWto(7) 

1VM33 BCKClfFE ® UsAKaugluiS 113 M Foster 

300 DR EDGAR (16) M Daft 4 11 2 R&fpto 


9 6QBH3- HKH PENHOVE (329) J QriTi 8 1G 3 Mr Cl 

10 626060 CUUJN CAPS) (3(4 T wesson 4 ID 3 MnacMO) 

11 QKWD4) aQlWHClDNBjiaolinDO Mr P Mmay (7) 

12 00064)4 RUBBUW®U&nlntl4100 Mha S Lwri) (7) 

-12deefared- 

MfaTOunwa^ic KM. Trwwwfcapaeghn: StfFStii 9H 1 T«l fteOSte 
SaTB. 

BETTINGS 9a Driw Of Pwth, 3-1 ferity Rytr, 64 Sodden Spin, 6-lflat 
Top, W Matteara, 1M, Mgt Pnriare. 16-1 rihare 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

a 
9 
ID 

U 6006 WSreUtfMAH(12)HOtoGr5104 VSattaqr 

12 4Q041G5 QMRONMENIALLAW (21) W MchetWl 5 10 3-A Qabtea B 

13 040 JAfiROWOR MsA teJ0WCri5 101 ISuppfc 

14 OOUOOR X»BUHtlSRCUtE41D0 D Monte 

-Udadnd- 

BETIIiG: 4-1 Last Try, 5-1 Bowdtfr, 6-1 Pad Master, 8-1 Or Ed£v, My 
Ibrn aa rinn h, ID-lAwearanca Moaay . 12-1 rihea 


55-4126 JONAEM (48) 1*5 £ SbCk 6 11 2 

FWB-30 APPCARMtCE MONEY d5) F LWphrb 110 

H»BttrifcDafe(7) 

CP-366 RAMG8tSMNEt«3}ASBEBg41tn3 SlgcriKT) 

Jt Knotty (7) 
8 Oddi 


163405 SMAM) (7) (D) G Moors 4 10 10. 
4006W MAFtE BAY (1411) B Brian 7106 _ 


Rough is 
ready for 
Kempton 

Rough Quest is on course for a 
crack at the King George VI 
Oiase on Bcodng Day after an 
impressive win over hurdles at 
’ Folkestone yesterday at the as- 
tonishingiy generous odds of 5-1 . 

Despite making a mistake at 
the last flight, the Grand Na- 
tional winner quickened easily 
on the flat to get up to beat Des- 
tin D’Esiruval by half a length. 

His rider, Mick Fitzgerald, 
said: “If he hadn't made a mis- 
take at the last, he’d have won 
without coming off the bridle. 

The winning trainer, Terry 
Casey, added: “That was a nice 
run round for him and should 
have put him right for ihe King 
George. Will school him over 
fences on Sunday morning.” 

William Hill and Ladbrokes 
have cut Rough Quest a point 
to 5-1 joint-second favourite for 
the Kempton nice. 

Warren Marslon will be re- 
placed by Norman Williamson 
aboard Nahthen Lad when the 
Jenny Pitman-trained Sun Al- 
liance Chase winner makes his 
reappearance at Bangor today 
and Williamson will remain in 
the saddle when the gelding 
lines up for the King George. 
Maiston, Pitman's stable jock- 
ey, rode Nahthen Lad in all six 
starts last term which included 
three other wins. 

Trying Again has been well 
supported, from 16-1 10 12-1 
with Ladbrokes, for Kempton. 
but his trainer, David Gandol- 
fo, Ls keeping his options open. 
The horse is yet to race on fast 
ground. 

“The Mid Season Chase at 
Wincanton is a possibility and 
I’ll pul him in a three-mile 
chase in Ireland as welL” G un- 
do If a said. 


RESULTS 


FOLKESTONE 

1230: JL ZMG3BAR (N WUamson) 5- 
L 2. Wayfarers Way Brora fav; 3. 
tantzmays 11-2. 4 m. 8. 1_ U M Bradley, 
Chepstow). -fete: £530. OF: £2.70. CSF: 
£9.89. 

LOO: JL. BAL1Y CLOVER (N Witemson) 
7-4 tev. 2. Baimtown BH 20-1; 3. Gton 
AOrafiB S-l. 10 rao. 2'/:. 3V:. (Mes V 
Williams, Hereford), fete: £2.70; £130. 
£5.40, £2.40. OF: £14.90. CSF: £30.45. 
Tncasc £219.04. Tnp: £47.90. 

130: 1. MNSI 90(T R.(D Bndgratei) 
7-2; 2. Rant Spread 33-2; 3. Draheen 
Bridge 25-1. 14 ran. 3-1 few B Freddie 
(putted up). 4. 4. (G McCourt, Wantage), 
fete: £5^0; £4.70. £1.50, £10.10. DF: 
£24.00. CSR £2634. Tricast £477.49. 
Trio: £49130 (pan wn). 

200c LNBJWIC Maude) 9-1; 2. Con- 
quering Loader 10-11 far, a Sir Laonard 
5-3- ID ran. l'A. 5. (Mis A tanwt. Pri- 
borough). fete: £1230; £3.20, £1.60. 
£2.60. Oft £33.60. CSF: £17.73. Tno: 
£23.90. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Sun Surfer 
(Bangor 130) 

NB: Klmanicky 

(Exeter 110) 


230: 1_ ROUGH QUEST (M A Fitz #r- 
akQ 5-f 2. Dnttn tPEstnnial 11-4 co 
lav; 3. Royal Brant 11-4 co fav: 34 ran. 
11-4 co too Captain Jack (pulled up), 'h. 
25. (T Casey, Upper lamboum). feta: 
£6.00; £130, £23a £L4tt DR £1730. 
CSft £2035. Trio: £37.60. NR: KentBh 
Man. 

300: 3. PGEMARME (G Hogan) 13-2; 
2. SoM Dancer 11-1: 3. Fichu 15^ fate 
7 ran. IV?. 9. (Mrs A Woodrow, High 
Wycombe), fete: £930; £3.00. £530. 
DP. £24.90. CSft £60.71. 

330: L. GUDO (N WKamson) 12-1; 
2. Brownes m Lad 4-1; 3. Wrote Ma- 
rie 20-1. 17 ran. 3-1 fav Supreme 
Tfoglodyte (4to>. I**, 19. (Ntes V Wifiams, 
Hisefoid). fete: £1330; £230, £230, 
£6^0. Dft £41.70. CSft £62.59. Tno: not 
won. 

Ja ck pot: not won ipod of £5.837.25 car- 
ried forward to Bangv today). 

Ptacapot: £2435.70. Quacfaoti: £103.7a 
Place & £538.57. Place 5: £76.71. 
MUSSELBURGH 
1220: 1. INVEST WtSEUT IR Garrrayj 
5-6 fav; 2. Smolensk 6-5; 3. Mzari 16- 
L 6 ran. Nk, 18. (M Hammond, Middle- 
ham). fetK £1.80; 0.00. £130. DF: 

£1.10. CSft £2.oa 

1230: 1. HEDDON HAUQH (R Supple) 
10030: 2. 7-1; aAAteLanp- 

BRtt 7-1. 8 ran. 3- 1 tav Corporal Kirkwood 
(unseated nder). >/:. 3. (P CheesdreujJi, 
Bishop Auckland), fete: £3.40; £1.10. 
£23a £230. Dft £2230. CSF: £2177. 

120: 1. TRENMUM (A Dobbin) 10-11 
fav- Z Seconds Amy 7-1 3 Critoa Lady 
16-1. 9 ran. 3. X. (P MontertK FtoseweflJ. 
fete: £230; £120. £1.40, £320. DF; 
£9.00. CSF: £8.11. Tncast: £5034, Tno: 
£8230. 

130: 3- MONTRAWE (A Dobbin) 5-1; 
2. Ptaitan 7-2; 3. Patf n c rin 9-4 fav. 6 
ran. V*. 6. (P Montettb. RosaweU). fete: 
£5.90: £230. £2.70. DF: £&20. CSF: 
£20.65. 

220: t SUPERTOP (RGamOy) 5-2; 2. 
DTLrUay Street 4-1; 3. feBywaNfar 2- 
1 fate 4 ran. 6. IV*. (L Lingo. Canuther- 
sKWfa). fete: £2.90. DF: £830. CSF: 
£10.97. 

230: 1. CARDENKN (B Storey) 5-2; 
2. Rapid Mower 4>1; 3. JudtetalPhid 11- 
10 fate * ran. Vs. 6. (J Barclay; Leslie), 
fete: £230. DR £5.30. CSF: £10.48. 

3301 L CARLISLE BANDfTVS (M 
Molonoy) 6-4; 2. Soux Warrior 7-2; 3. 
Nutty Solera £4 fate 4 ran. 6. nk. 0 Bmy, 
Cockertten). fete: £230. Dft £230. CSF: 
£6.46. 

Pfacepot: £188.90. Qtrertpot: £114.10- 
Ptoee 6: £13U20. Race 5: £127.42. 

■ Southwell was abandoned yes- 
terday, becoming the second 
meeting this season to fall to fog 
and the eighth in all to be lost to 
the weather. 
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Rowell’s problem is that 
complicated and does not 


the modem world 
know how to deal 


Sometimes I feel sorry for Jack Row- 
ell. 1 try to put the feeling behind 
me - lo'tcil myself that no one made 
him take on the job of England man- 
ager -but somehow it creeps bade. 
RcwcITs trouble is that he is unsuked 
to the modem age of mass com- 
munications. This is not because he 
isa tremendous toff: though he went 
to Oxford, his roots lie in the north- 
east. Nor is he inarticulate: he is per- 
fectly fluent, even if he does 
occasionally fall into management 
speak, which is not surprising in view 
of his luekgrcmnd in Dalgety Foods. 

He is an intelligent, a sensitive 
and. I suspect, a shy man. That is the 
trouble. The modern world hates 
anything complicated and does not 
know how to dull with qualifications. 
His predecessor, Geoff Cooke, got 


out of the difficulty try making 
things simple, even when they were 
not, and by treating his interlocutors 
with a certain genial contempt. 
Rowell is not like this. 

He was, however, imprudent to 
commit himself too soon to Phil de 
GlanvQle as England captain. De 
Glanville is a line centre, but Will 
Carling remains even better, while 
Jeremy Guscott is a great centre; 
putting him on the wing is a conve- 
nience, nothing more. Rowell has in- 
troduced two very good running 
full-backs in Tim Stimpson and 
Nick BeaL But if either is played, and 
Mike Catt dropped, who k to do the 
goal kicking? 

1 feel sorry for Catt as well He 
has turned out to be the Graeme 
Hick of English rugby: the youthful 


prodigy from southern Africa who 
would, as soon as be qualified for the 
English side, be a commanding in- 
fluence for many years. As things 
have turned out. Cart wili be lucky 
to be in the nest Errand team. Alex 
King is that rare bemg in England, 
a natural outside bam 

His Wasps colleague Andy Go- 
marsall should be kept inside Him. 
At the beginning of the season he 
was praised for being prepared, as 

Kyran Bracken was not, to embark 
on the odd frolic of his own. Tbday 
he is blamed for taking too much on 
hims elf. There is no justice in the 
world. There is certainly no consis- 
tency among critics. 

We stitt fotwtloww- this is hard- 
ly Rowdl’s fault - whether Adedayo 

Ad ebay o, Tony Underwood or 



ALAN WATKINS 


someone else entirely is the.best kft- 


Jonathan Callardai full-back for his 
kicking alone. The England back di- 
vision would then be: J Callard; J 
Sleightbolme,J Guscott, W Carling, 
A N Other; A King, A Gomarsall. 

The backs' trouble is that when 


ffiey take foe bafl they are all stand- 

S . Passes often land cm the floor 
a centre or wing. Les Cns- 


I hates anything 
with qualifications 

„ times McIntosh (wh? * “ ’ 2 


vfoTntivih fwho is bs Welsh as my 
same players held and at tunes Ojlin Charvis and an ex- 

dominated the New ZeaJand^Bar- PjgV rierve In Nathan Thomas, 


to be “working on” this problem. 

Taking the ball at speed used to 
be something most rugby players 
were taught at 14 or 15. 1 wcaild bet 
that all the present members of the 
En gland back division were taught 
it also. Then the fashion started for 
the outside-half to take the ball ly- 
ing flat and standing still, the bet- 
ter to cross the gam fine. That was 
the theory anyway. When England 
try to apfrfy it, the consequence is a 
completely stationary threeqnarter 
line. 

All those who were critical of the 
flout five's performance on Satur- 
day should remember that those 


match two weeks previous^- “ . j t on i y remains for bcort 
problem remains in the bade row. .. reso fye his financial dif- 

When, after that match, John Hart, 

the New Zealand manager, yenhnwi details, although 

to say that England had the bal- i^fjgatate before appointing 
ance* wrong m the back row, I did Isho to ^ after my own 

not understand him to be saying Rut Quinnell surely does 

the unit should consist of Lawrence mtei^& country which 

DallagfoatNofi.TnnRodb^atNo ***m**ffij^ mi + 

■8 and Chris Sbeasby at No 7. Tta father, Derek, 

is the way some commentators have eot r\ntstandm£ oiaver and 

interpreted his remarks. But I un- was both anoutg^pa^^ 
derstood him to mean the back row a selector. With bB DromCT ^s 

easeassK— stf-SaaKS 

^Aileaflmy native land. withDafe iheF.veNaiiomiftteoddi^nghL 
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Wembley primed for 
role on world stage 


England's realistic chances of 
hosting three major sporting 
events early in the next miDe- 
nium rose yesterday with the 
confirmation that Wembley 
will become the new National 
Stadium. 

But Manchester, already 
committed to hosting the 2002 
Commonwealth Games, will 
also have a new 60.000-scater 
stadium and a swimming venue. 

The long-expected decision 
to choose the self-styled Venue 
of Legends rather than the 
Manchester bid was confirmed 
by the UK Sports Council 
chairman. Sir Rodney Wilker. 
The decision appeared a for- 
mality after Wembley’s en- 
dorsement in October by the 
Football Association, the Rug- 
by Football League and the 
British Athletic Federation. 

Wembley' s legends, and its sit- 
ing in the' capital, are factors 
which have a deep significance 
among world sporting bodies, 
flans will now go ahead to bid 
for the World Cup, the Olympics 
and athletics' world champi- 
onships in the next century. 

National Lottery funding 
will provide almost half of the 
cost of the planned £210 to 
£23Qm transformation of the 
mutt famous sporting site in the 
country, of which only the Twin 
Towers will remain of the pre- 
sent fabric/The Sports Council 
his said it will hold a compe- 
tition for the redesign of the 
stadium, but Sir Norman Fos- 


Mike Rowbottom 

considers the 
potential of the new 
National Stadium 

ter's futuristic design, which in- 
corporates a retractable root 
is already linked with the suc- 
cessful bid, and has been 
favourably received. Work is 
due to start in I99S with a tar- 
get completion date of 2000 . 

Manchester’s battered pride 
was soothed when Walker also 
announced that £60m would be 
made available to go towards 
the cost of the Commonwealth 
stadium. Manchester will also 
receive £ 20 m towards a major 
new swimming complex. 

The arrangement has raised 
optimism among British sport- 
ing administrators over at- 
tracting major events to these 
shores. 

Graham Kelly, the Football 
Association's chief executive, 
said the chances of England 
hosting the World Cup in 10 
years were now “very good in- 
deed". He added: “We will be 
able to put together an excel- 
lent bid when the time comes 
in 1998 to put the finishing 
touches to it.” 

The first major world event 
at the new Wembley could 
come even sooner, with the 
BAF now preparing to make a 
formal application to stage the 
2001 World Championships. 


“We can now go ahead with 
some confidence with our ap- 
plication. to stage the world 
championships in Britain for 
the first time,” said the BAF 
spokesman. Tony Ward. 

“The indications are that 
the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation would look 
pretty strongly in favour of 
our bid for 2001 and we could 
be looking at staging the first 
major international sporting 
event of the new century in 
Britain. 

“And if the World Cup came 
here in 2006 followed by the 
Olympics in 2008 or 2012, what 
a fantastic boost that would be 
for the 000007 .** 

Some of the criticism of the 
expected choice of Wembley 
had revolved around access, but 
Wembley’s spokesman, Martin 
Gonie, stressed that this was al- 
ready being addressed. “To- 
gether with Brent Council 
we’ve already put together a 
masterplan for the regeneration 
of the area around Wembley, 
and the link road we wanted to 
lead from the stadium to the 
North Circular Road is al- 
ready under way.” 

Because Wembley is a PLC, 
it cannot apply directly for the 
lottery funding, and a special 
Stadium Trust has been set up. 

The Sports Minister, Iain 
Sproat, welcomed the an- 
nouncement, which fits along- 
side the proposed development 
of a National Academy of 



What Wembley Start uni may look Uke by the year 2000 - after it has undergone a £230m tr an sfor ma tion 


Sport, the main site of which is 
expected to be made public in 
spring of next year. 

“Today's announcement, 
alongside the progress being 
r made to develop -a British 
Academy of Sport, will give our 
sportsmen and women some of 
the best facilities in the world,” 
Mr Sproat said. 


The Rugby Football League 
spokesman, Dave Callaghan, 
also welcomed the decision to 
site the National Stadium 
where Challenge Chp finals 
have been played Since 1929, 
but he stressed that big match- 
es, including Stones Premier- 
ship finals and Test matches, 
would continue to be held at 


OkiTraffbrdMancfaestercould 
also be witnessing some other 
cup action in the medium tern. 
Kelly admitted that the re- 
building work will mean the FA 
will have to look elsewhere to 
stage England games and EA 
and Coca-Cola Cup finals dur- 
ing that period. 

There was, however, disap- 


pointment in Manchester, which 
together with Wembley bad 
seen off rival bids from Birm- 
ingham, Bradford and Sheffield. 

Anthony Goldstone, presi- 
dent of the Manchester Cham- 
ber erf Commerce and chairman 
of the North West Tburist 
Board, said it was “a wrong de- 
cision - the National Stadium 


should have been m the north 
Of England " Robert Huffi chair- 
man of the Commonwealth 
Games Committee, described it 

asa “satisfactory result”, adding: 
“Clearly this was a race for the 
National Stadium and it would 
have been wonderfbl to have had 
it in Manchester. But this is still 

a glitt ering p rize. ” 


strike threat by referees a fu lfilling tour around the University of Life 

l strike over nav hv referees Referees offiriatiriP in the 


A strike over pay by referees 
could put paid to this weekend's 
Welsh League programme. The 
Welsh Society of Rugby Union 
Referees is in dispute with the 
Welsh Rugby Union over the 
payment of mutch fees and has 
said its members will strike 
from this Saturday if the WRU 
dues not hack down. 

Tlie WRU has declined to at- 
tend a lasi-dileh meeting with 
the referees* representatives 
and wholesale fixture post- 
ponements look inevitable if 
members of the WSRUR go 
ahead with their planned move. 


Referees officiating in the 
top five divisions want a fee, 
back-dated to 31 August, but the 
WRU is only prepared to pay 
First and Second Division ref- 
erees back-dated to 1 December. 
The amount of the fee is also an 
issue, although the WRU had 
previously offered contracts, 
turned down because many of- 
ficials have other jobs and could 
not sign a secondary deal 
“It is a very disappointing sit- 
uation, but there doesn't seem 
enough time left to solve this 
problem,” the WSRUR secre- 
tary, Hugh Banfield, said 


NOTICE OF VARIATION 
OF INTEREST RATES 

With effect from 1 January 1997 
Mortgage Rate will increase to 
7.25% per annum for 
both existing and new borrowers. 

The 100% Mortgage Rate 
will also increase to 7.75% 
per annum, along with the Royal 
Premier Mortgage Rate to 6.50%, 
with effecr from this date. 

Exisring arrangements 
apply for Centralised Mortgage 
Services customers. 

The Royal Bank of Scotland 

Ti w c flirt o' SluIIjkJ pL. 

fiYi'i./.-ii .,' * Jf» Sr. \ndw FJinhurgb FH2 2YB. 
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Gem Thomas was not the eas- 
iest man in the world to stop, 
as the whole of South Africa dis- 
covered in 1955 and sundry 
sports editors came to realise in 
the decades following his relo- 
cation from rugby pitch to rug- 
by press-box. On his single 
Lions tour as a player 41 years 
ago, he was struck down by 
acute appendicitis yet missed 
only 10 matches. He was always 
one to see things through and 
this book, published, posthu- 
mously, proves the point. 

The History of the British Lions 
(Mainstream, £15.99) was an 
appropriate subject forThom3S 
to tackle towards the end of his 
life for of all rugby institutions, 
the Lions were closest to his 
heart. Why? Because that jour- 
ney to South Africa under Robin 
Thompson was one of the defin- 
ing episodes of his adulthood; as 
he says in his vivid account of the 
trip, he and his colleagues re- 
lumed home “finer players and 
better men for such an amazing 
and fulfilling experience. We 
had enjoyed a crash course in the 
University of Life." 

Informative, attentive to de- 


tail, often opmioaated bat always 
warm, the book is asingular plea- 
sure. It pulls no punches and 
wastes little time on the niceties 
of fine prose, preferring to rat- 
tle along at pace; only once does 
Thomas linger long over a par- 
ticular tour - his own - and this 
is the most compelling chapter, 
enriched and embellished by 
sharply-etched personal memo- 
ries seamlessly inserted into the 
cut and thrust of the action. He 
is best on the years between Kail 
Mullen’s 1950 Lions and Willie 
John McBride’s 1974 vintage - 
the Buccaneers, the Toilers and 
Gloria In Excdsis are the head- 
ings - and at the risk of sound- 
ing sentimental, those 
descriptions come dose to cap- 
turing tbe spirit of the writer, too. 

Peter Corrigan’s excellent 
collaboration with Jonathan 
Davies in Code Breaker 
(Bloomsbury. £16.99) puts a 
whole raft of less imaginative, 
less honest rugby autobiogra- 
phies to Lbe sword. Here is a 
book worthy of its subject - no 
small claim, given the extraor- 
dinary achievements of the bey 
from Trimsaran - and it is hard 


Books for Christmas 

c 



Chris Hewett on 

some good reads 
from the world of 
rugby union 

to see how either Corrigan or 
Davies could have handled the 
task more capably. 

Such a hyperactive bundle of 
burning energy during his 
Union heyday in the mid-1980s, 
Davies emerges as a suprismg- 
ly reflective human being, a tru- 
ly great player who, for all the 
humbug and gross hypocrisy 
confronted during his wander- 


ings from 15-a-sideto 13-a-side 
arid back, have succeeded in ex- 
tinguishing his anger and de- 
veloping in its place a cool 
sense of perspective. 

Code Breaker gives simple 
chronology a wide berth and, as 
a result, there Kan unpredictable 
element encountered in all but 
the very best sports writing, Cor- 
rigan does the reader a service 
by flatly refusing to regurgitate 
endless torrents of dry statistical 
information; his job was to help 
Davies bare his soul rather than 
raid the record-books and be 
played the role to perfection. 

The surprise package of the 
year was un do ubtedly Rugby: A 
Referee's Guide (CbEhns Willow, 
£5.99) by Ed Morrison, an ex- 
ceptional official but no poet, 
and his friend Derek Robinson, 
a novelist and broadcaster who 
also happens to know a ruck 
from a punch-up. The title is nor 
exactly sexy, but the contents 
display a sharp wit as well as a 
wholly admirable determination 
to explain the whys and where- 
fores of the rule-book without 
boring everyone to death. 

Forget Cuff Brittle, Sir John 


Hall and Rupert Murdoch for 
a moment English rugby - in- 
deed, rugby worldwide - was 
built on the backs of men like 
Morrison, uncomplaining and 
selfless sorts who spend hour af- 
ter unpaid hour making sure 
that their local dub-mates have 
somewhere to change, some- 
where to play and somewhere 
to drink every Saturday after- 
noon between September and 
May. He may have been the 
1995 World Cup final referee, 
but Morrison stul acts as fixture 
secretary for Harlequins -Bris- 
tol Harlequins, that is, not the 
sponsored silver-spoon brigade 
from Twickenham. 

Robinson's light touch with 
the pen brings out the earthy hu- 
mour of the game. At the same 
time, he illuminates the dark- 
est comers of the referee's psy- 
chology by cleverly broadening 
a straightforward question-and- 
answer technique into a more 
sophisticated form of interro- 
gation. Don ’[judge this one by 
its title. 

Alex Spink's Rugby Union 
Who's Who (Collins Willow, 
£9.99) gets bigger and better 


with full coverage^ of events 
south of the Equator. 

However, it is worth the cov- 
er price just to savour the un- 
likely interests of some of the 
Tfest players featured in the . £ 
book. Unbchevably, foe trout- ims 
blesome Irish prop Peter Oo-.^T 
hessy spends bis leisure time 
water sti-ing Steve Williams, *e 
Welsh loose-forward, lists his 
pastimes as “Weigh twatchers 
and break dancing"; while Gnt- m 
ham Dawe, the former Engian®||||: 
hooker, admits to sheep-sheaig||p? 
mg and bell-ringing as relaF^3|r^ 
aliens. Heaven help the shrfp 
if he gets the two mixed upt# 

Rothman ’s Rugby Union War 
Book (Mick Geary & John 
Griffiths. Headline, £1&$9): . 
Rugby’s Wisden, a statistician's - 
dream. 

The Carting liars (Midt 
Qeara, Victor Goflancz, .V 
£16.99): English rogi^sgol^ . 4 .. 
era rehashed. Graddng pro^e, ' j 
shame about the pictures. & 


Headline, £4.99): Small in for- 
mat, big on detail. Supremely 
useful. 
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Kidd in the running for manager’s job at Maine Road 


Football 


ALAN NIXON 


Manchester City want Brian 
Kidd, the No 2 at their rivals 
Manchester United, as their 
new manager and are prepared 
to offer Alex Ferguson s right- 
hand man £500,000 a year to 
move back in Maine Road. 

The new power at First Di- 
vision City. Stephen Boler. is 
ready to make an official ap- 


proach and has already pul out 
feelers. After a season of man- 
agerial upsets, he does not want 
another embarrassing rejection 
by either United or Kidd. 

City are confident that Kidd, 
a former player at Maine Road, 
would welcome the challenge of 
being a manager in his own right 
after a long apprenticeship un- 
der Ferguson. Boler has ear- 
marked £10ra for new players 
and Kidd can be expected to 
spend it wisely, but the timing 


of the approach is awkward with 
United m the Iasi eight of the 
European Cup. There is also a 
difference of opinion at City, 
with the chairman Francis Lee 


prefering Howard Wilkinson 
for the position held at the mo- 
ment by Phil Neal. 

The West Ham board has 
thwarted a bid to take control 
of the dub by a millionaire tax 
exile. The former bookmaker, 
Michael Thbor, 54, who sold his 
Arthur Prince chain of bookies 


to Coral for £30m, had wanted 
shareholders to reject the re- 
election of the chairman Tfer- 
ence Brown and vote in his 
representative at yesterday's 
annual meeting. Tabor’s at- 
tempt failed, despite his inten- 
tion to make £3Qm available for 
new players. 

Liverpool have made a £2m 
bid for the Swede, Andreas 
Andersson, after missing the 
chance to sign him for nothing. 
The IFK Gothenburg striker 


was available on a free transfer 
when be came to Anfield on tri- 
al but somehow slipped through 
the net Derby County are also 
chasing a Swede - the 23-year- 
old Marino Rambeig, Sweden's 
young player of the year, who 
plays for Degerfois IF. 

Bristol City have been 
charged by the Football Asso- 
ciation with failing to control 
fans after the crowd violence at 
Sunday’s derby with Bristol 
Rovers at Ashton Gate. Rovers 


players were allegedly assuah- 
ed by home fans at the end of- 
Sunday’s 1-1 draw. Rovers 
supporters spilled on to the 
pitch and mounted police had 
to help restore order. 

Scott Davidson, the City 
chairman, was “very disap- 
pointed” by the FAs action, 
claiming that the Second Divi- 
sion dub had met safety re- 
quirements and had more than 
100 police on duty along with 
the dub’s own stewards. 


“We ourselves were victims of 
tbe boohgsss who dearly came 
al ong to cause trouble.’’ David- 
son said. “The faces we are see- 
ing on the videos [of the match] 
are not faces we recognise. 
They are troublemakers from 
outside the dub.” 

Norwich City and Crystal 
Palace look set to face trial by 
video after the FA ordered a 
jan«gacr Gate screening of the 
m«Hsc ptmeh-up at the end of 
Saturday's First Division game. 


Lottery hits 


Football 


Trust funds 


JOHN CURTIS 


The far-reaching impact of the 
National Lottery touched an- 
other area yesterday when the 
Football Trust announced it 
was turning to the FA Premier 
League and National Sports 
Council for help in funding 
work demanded at grounds by 
the Taylor Report. 

The Trust has been forced to 
put on bold money it had hoped 
to earmark for stadium work in 
the lower divisions of the Foot- 
ball League because of the dra- 
matic effect the lottery has had 
on its income. The Trust’s in- 
come from its prime sources - 
weekly pools and spot the ball 
competitions - has fallen so dra- 
matically that it has only £15ra 
left to allocate for ground im- 
provements until the year 2000. 

Richard Faulkner, the Trust's 
vice-chairman, said: “It is very 
serious and is mainly down to 
the damage that has been done 
to the pools industry by the Na- 
tional Lottery. We had originally 
anticipated’ receiving £200m 
out of betting dutv between 
1990 and 2000 - roughly £20m 
a vear - but we’ve had to revise 


that figure down to £165m, of 
which £J50m has been spenr or 


which£150m has been spent or 
Is out on offer now. 

■That means we will have 
£l5m left, and that is at most, to 
make available between now 
and the year 2000. It's why we 
have had to impose a complete 
moratorium on all new grants 
until we have conducted an ex- 
tensive examination of what we 

■ think the implementation of the 
Taylor Report is going to cost. 

“We have done a really good 
job in helping to transform 
large grounds in the Premier 
League and First Division. We 
were asked to help with those 
first because they had the all- 
seatcr deadlines to meet. 

“We had hoped to imple- 
ment the Taylor Report 

■ throughout the divisions to the 
same son of standards although 
obviously not on as grand a 
scale. But we are now faced 
with .such a shortage of money 
that unless something materi- 
alises very quickly that is not go- 
ing to be possible. 

r\Vc shall be talking to po- 


Adams weights his turn 


Cricket 


The makeshift spinner Jimmy 
Adams took five wickets in a ca- 
reer-best haul as the Westlndies 
ended a run of seven defeats 
with an emphatic seven-wicket 
limited overs win against Pak- 
istan in Adelaide yesterday. 

The wicketkeeper and part- 
time opener Junior Murray en- 
sured Adams’ efforts were not 
wasted bv smashing a rapid Sb 
off 79 balls to steer his side to 

■ victory with almost 14 overs to 

■ spare in the World Series 
match. After dismissing Pak- 
istan for 176 in 48.4 overs, the 
West Indies reached 177 for j 
in 36.1 overs as Murray 
equalled his best score in one- 
dav cricket. 

The West Indies, who lost 
their opening two World Series 


fixtures and the first two Tfest 
matches against Australia, re- 
sponded positively to a threat 
from the tour manager, Clive 
Lloyd, to introduce fresh faces 
unless the slide was reversed. 

Adams, a left-arm orthodox 
spinner, proved an unlikely in- 


spiration with the bafl, 

the key wickets of Inzamam-ul- 
Haq and the Pakistan captain, 
Wasim Akram. among his vic- 
tims in a 10-over spell that cost 
37 runs. The opener Zafaoor 
Elahi provided the only resis- 
tance with a patient 51 before 
being run out after a smart piece 

of fielding by Brian Lara, who 
scored an unbeaten 31 in the 
West Indies’ reply. 

WORLD SEMES (Adelaide): Mott&rt 176 
iZahoor QaN 51; J c Adams 5-371; Was Irv 
rfes 177 for 3 (J R Murray 861. W»*t Indtoa 
win by mv»o wickets. Standbys: lAus- 
tiaa tP3 Pi»4l; 2 Pakistan <2-21; 3 West hi- 
des 13-2}.- 


Whitaker back in form 


Equestrianism 


■A few months ago Michael 
Whitaker described this as his 
“worst ever” year in showjump- 
ing, but his fortunes have since 
improved with the help of two 
of his voungur horses: nine- 
vear-old Magic.* Carpet and 
eight-year-old Ashley, writes 
Genevieve Murphy. 

Whitaker relics on these two 
exciting prospects for the five- 
day Olvmpia Show Jumping 
Championships, which begin 
in London today. Either could 
prove to lie bettor than his 
more experienced partners, 
Twoslep and Midnight Mad- 
ness. wno haw both had frus- 
trating problems this year. 

Magic Carpet, a nine-year-old 
bay gelding who was bred in 


France, will probably be Whitak- 
er’s mount for Saturday's Volvo 
World Cup qualifier which car- 
ries a first prize of a car worth 
£i Q . n m Having retired from this 
competition last year after three 
mistakes with Midnight Mad- 
ness, Whitaker is eager to stay 
with the action this time. 

The action was marvellous- 
ly fast and furious last year, 
when Germany’s Olympic 
champion Ludger Beerfraum 
defeated Nick Skelton by the 
narrowest of possible margins: 
0.01 see. For good measure 
Franke Sloothaak, the reigning 
world champion, finished 
O.lfesec behind the leader m 






teatiai providers of fiends, in- 
cluding the FA Premier League 
and the Sports Council. 'Hie 
Sports Council has a lottery 
fund — but up unto now they 
have shown no willingness to 
make it available for spectator 
accommodation in footbolL” 

He described the Trust’s sit- 
uation as “very serious” “We 
had hoped the Gove rnme nt 
would agree to a further sub- 
stantial betting duty reduction 
which would have the effect of 
helping pools companies con- 
solidate their position but also 
provide extra money for the 
fbothalITrust.’'hesaki “VVfehad 
also hoped they would be will- 
ing to keep the betting duty con- 
cession going after the year 
2000 and extend the time scale 
within which the lower division 
clubs are required to imple- 
ment the Taylor Report.” 

"Neither of these have been 
forthcoming and now we have 
heard that our second source of 
money from the spot the ball 
competition, run by the pools 
companies, is going to be 
stopped in February. That wifi ’ 
happen because the pools cotn- 








third place. These three nders 
will do their best to provide 
jumping of the same quality at 
Olympia this year. 
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parties believe that the spot 
the ball competition wfl] be hit 


the ball competition wfl] be hit 
badly by the advent of the sec- 
ond lottery game." 

Gerald Ashby, the former 
Fifa referee, is set to return to 
Premiership action on Boxing 
Day for the first time since be- 
ing struck by a mystery illness 
in the summer. 

Ashby, who refereed the 
1995 FA Cup final between 
Everton and Manchester Unit- 
ed, will make his comeback in 
the Nottingham Forest-Man- 
chester United fixture at the 
City Ground. Two days later he 
wfl] be in charge of another high 
profile game when Newcastle 
take on Ibtlenbam at St James’ 
Park. 

Ashby, in his 12th season as 
a Football League-Premiership 
official,’ admits that he was 
struggling for breath and at 
times considered retiring from 
refereeing. However, he passed 
the mandatory referee’s fitness 
test last week and the Worces- 
ter official admitted he is des- 
perate to put what he described 
as “my personal nightmare" 
behind him. 


Alberto Tomba reacquainted himself with the slopes at Madonna Df Canqrigfio in Italy yesterday after a nine-month absence due to injwy. The 
Italian showed he stifi has the old magic by snatching second place in the slalom behind Austria’s Thomas Sykora Photograph: Allsport 


Van Hooijdonk feels Burns’ disapproval 


Tbmrny Burns, the Celtic man- 
ager, yesterday issued a thmly- 
disguised criticism of Pierre 
Van Hooijdonk as he urged for 
an end to the •fanareby” which 
threatens his team’s pursuit of 
Rangers. Burns demanded an 
end to in-fighting as the chib 
strive to protect their cher- 
ished record of nine successive 
Scottish titles achieved under 
the late Jock Stein. 

However, Burns gave no in- 
dication that his leading 
goalscorcr\fan Hooijdonk, who 
is wrangling over his contract 
and his long-term future, wffl re- 
turn to the side when Celtic vis- 
it Dunfermline tonight Celtic, 
who are struggling to dose the 
gap on Rangers, will however 
welcome hack the midfielder, 


Phil OTtonneD, after a four- 
month injury absence. 

The Van Hooijdonk saga is in 
danger of assuming pantomime 
proportions and it took anoth- 
er twist yesterday. Somewhere 
between being an unused sub- 
stitute for the Netherlands 
against Belgium in a World 
Cup qualifying match in Brus- 
sels on Saturday and Celtic’s 
Barrowfield training .ground 
yesterday morning, the 27-year- 


old developed a groin strain. 
Bums rated Van Hooijdonk as 


Bums rated Van Hooijdonk as 
doubtful for the .visit to East 
End Park and the manager 
said: “The last I saw him he had 
an ice-pack on his groin in the 
dressing-room." 

Van Hooijdonk wants to rene- 
gotiate his contract terms, bur 


has refused to commit himself to 
staying beyond the 18 months left 
on his deaL Bums said it would 
“make no difference to me” to 
suspend talks until the end of tbe 
season, so that everyone at 
Celtic can concentrate on daw- 
ing back and then overhauling 
Rangers. “This season is not 
about Pierre Van Hooijdonk, it 
is about Celtic Football Qub try- 
ing tO win a champio nship," a 
clearly angry Burns said. “Most 
certainly it is about competing 
for it until the last possible mo- 
menL We managed that last sea- 
son and want to do the same this 
year- and go one better. There 
are no guarantees of that, but if 
all we want is to fight with each 
other, shouting for this player to 
go or that player to go, or the 


manager to go, it just causes an- 
archy.” 

Burns asked fans not to be 
split over the Van Hooijdonk is- 
sue or any other and to con- 
centrate on backing his side as 
they seek to end a run of just 
one point from the last three 
games. “I don’t want them 
fighting among themselves 
about players,” he said. “If we 
give all we’ve got, then we will 
get to where we are going a hel- 
luva lot quicker. 

“Let’s see what happens at 
the end of the season. 1 am sure 
we wfl] be very pleased with 
where we are then if we stick to- 
gether. This is a vital time for 
eveiyone at Celtic. We have a 
lot of games coming up and I 
need eveiyone to slide togeth- 


er if we are to be a force to be 
reckoned with.” 

Even ifVhn Hooijdonk plays. 
Bums has selection problems 
with the Italian Paolo Di Canio 
suspended and Jackie McNa- 
mara oat with a hamstring in- 
jury. O’Donnell, however, is 
ready to return after playing only 
two matches this season in ear- 
ly August He then suffered a 
thigh problem, but has played 
three matches with the reserves 
on his return. O'Donnell was a 
£1.75m agoing from Motherwell 
in September 1994, but injury 
has blighted his Parkhead career. 

Dunfermline have the de- 
fender Colin Miller available 
again for today's game after his 
return from international duty 
with Canada over the weekend 


SPORTING DIGEST 


American football 

Joe Hedney kicked time fie« gjais and 
Dan Marino threw a touchdown pass 
tn 0 J McDuflte as the Miami Dolphins 
prevented the Buffalo EWs from clinch- 
ing a play-off berth on Monday evening. 
Buffalo's defeat gave the AFC East n- 
tie to the New England Patriots. The Bfts 
can secure a wfld-cart spot wtth a home 
win over the Kansas City CWefc on Sun- 
day. but will be eliminated if they lose 
and Jacksontile win. 

NFL; Mtafrt 16 Buffalo 14. 


Basketball 


NBA: Boston 91 MfcrauMee 107; Torento 92 
Deintf 9K tA 122 Pnom 121 (Oft); 
Sacramento 89 WtaMngon 97. 


aaa pen 70) CMal (Cornejo 49K (San Cristo- 
baO: Venenuela 0 Cotocwjta 2 (Bermuda* 7. 
VfcJondeno 50J; (La PH); BoIMa 0 Paragjay 
a Starring (tqsftw •quaftrltorfi'anoa 98fc 
ICotorrtia (P 7. Ptsl7): 2 Paraguay ( 6 - 11 ); 
3 Ecuador (66); * Unreiay 16-9* 5 Aiwtra 
(6-8); 6 CMe (6-8); 7 Bowa (8-6); 8 Penj 
(6-6): 9 Venezuela (7-U. 

WORLD CUP Coo c aowf samMkwl round 
Group IWo (Ban Salvador): 0 Salvador 0 
Canada 2 (Vinson 61, Bunbury 78); (Pana- 
ma Ctt# Panama 3 (MeraSeta 17. Guevara 
55. J L Dely Valdez 58) Cube 1 (Mora 68). 
(Canada and SSaAodorquafly hrrinal roraid 
a the Conaat quaMenf. 

ASIAN CUPQmrtao flnete (Abu DkaM)~ ffau- 
d AraOta 5 (A) Hum 33. 65, M Jaoer 34, 
Al MaftaieJ 43) China 3 Chang Enhua 6, 69, 


ATLANTIC DMSJON 


Now Jersey 17 

NYRaacm 15 


NYMaadera _10 

tarapa Bay U 

WESTERS CONFER! 
CENTRAL DIVISION 


6 7 96 67 43 
22 2 99 34 40 

13 2 84 74 36 

14 5 117 96 35 
16 2 82 85 28 
12 8 81 81 28 

15 3 63 89 25 


Rang Watt) 16; (DWraQ: Iran 6 (Be*MH 30, 
Ana 51. t&s 66. 76, 83, pen 88) South No- 


Toronto 21 

PAOHC DIVISION 


10 3 89 73 39 

9 5 90 56 39 

16 1 91 103 31 

16 3 83 84 31 

15 4 78 95 28 

20 0 90 113 24 


Leeds’ new prop. Jamie Matfitou from 

North Queensland Cowboys, has arrived 
at the dub despite a scare vvtien he was 

pcSt'fta is expected to make ha de- 
but, along with Leeds' other new 
slmlngs, s^nsrHaSlax on Boring Day, 
whilst Leeds are to play another pre- 
season friendly against St Helens )n 
January 

Castieford have sign®* another of the 


Swansea are hoping to s&tJoosJou- 
bert, cousin or the Springbok full-back 
Andre Joubert, who was outstandingar 
centre last Saturday when South Africa 


akehisde- A defeated the Emerging Wales team 
other new at Swansea. But the 24-year-old, who 
Bating Day, pteys for Natal, is expected to become 
a full international m the next few 


a full international m the next few 
months, which could put him out of 
Swansea's price range. 


Cowboys players, the stand-off Adrian 
Vowtes, who has pla^d tor Queensland 
In the State of Origin Series. 


Football 

Swindon Town's 22 -year-old former 
Manchester City striker Steve Finney 
could be out tor six weeks after dis- 
covering he needs surgery on a dam- 
aged knee cartilage. 

Dundee United are to push ahead with 
work to Increase the capacity oTTan- 
natfice Item the present 12,608 flmit 
to 14,300. Uniffld are to extend the ex- 
isting south stand In a facelift which wifl 

cost more, than £lm. They hope to re- 
ceive around £300,000 from the Raot- 
bafl Trust towards the work, 
wbtves 1 Wtefch international central de- 
fender Brian Law made a succesfuf re- 
turn In a reserve match on Monday 
night The 26-year-old has been un- 
available since March after surgery to 
rebuild his ankle. 

The Northern fretond softer Phil Gray, 
who joined the French dub Nancy on 
a “BosmaiT free transfer from Sun- 
derland in the summer, has moved on 
to the Dutch dub Rxtuna Sittan) for a 
fee of around £400,000. 
Middlesbrough hone stgred the Slova- 
kian international Vladimir Kinder on th- 
at. Bryan Robson hopes to obtain 
clearance for the 27-year-old Sfown 
Bratislava left-back to make his debut 
In the home reserve game against Port 
vale tonight 

The Sunderland defender Richard Ord 
has ptadgud the rest of Ms career to 
his home town dub by signing a four- 
ond-a-half yew contract. Ord was Sun- 
derland's player of tire season in their 
First Division championship campaign. 
Everton 's reward for knocking holders 
Wembley out of the women's League 
Cup last Sunday is a home draw 
against Aston VWa Latffes. In tire oth- 
er semi-final test year's bestw flnates, 
Doncaster Belies, entataai MiltwaS Li- 
onesses. Botfi matches will be played 
on 26 January. 


rao 2 (Wro Do Hoon 11. Ski Tae Yong 34). 
SwMM (ADu Dhabi, today): Untad Arab 
Emirates v trap; Saudi Arabia v Wft. 
MONDAY'S LOT RESULTS: FA Craflntf 

naaW#: OsrtyO Bwwn 1 (BWntyS®. 
Tmmmms SoattWi Civ flnt-raond m- 
ptavK Rxtw4 (ABscn 43. Hcnewnan 75. Lee 
79, Moisan 90) Alton Rwen 0; CM* 3 (An- 
nand 27. Mc&ran B4. Mathteson 9SS Hunt- 
ly 2 (Stewart 25. Copeland 86) rtwtf. 

rhaifaft CVd a ui tr-flnafc K)c$- 
tiamratef I (Hu£*a pen 32) Rusriden a 
FA Umbra Traphy ttM quaMytag Itotod rto 
play: Swaftam 2 Efeapn i. unBcnd l aa q ra 
Curzon 


9 4 109 69 40 

14 1 96 94 31 

16 3 106 101 31 

15 4 84 99 28 

17 4 80 90 28 

16 5 90 105 27 

15 4 75 97 28 




Csa wcoad round: ANuan DM 1 Drejftoden 
LSoMAc Direct Premier DMMorc 

Taunton 1 Tomr«ofi £ Vflnstuntead Rant 
urae Wfodwifl O Cemnrtwy 0. Pontine 
League Rret DMatoe Lexaster 1 Wan 
Bremwich 4; INbluto 3 ItodderaMd 1. Seo- 
ood DMalon: CwMe 3 MmfWd 0. Ammi 
toauraaoe C o m bi n a ti o n Rrft DtvMow 
CaidBf 1 Swtndon 1; Crystal Mbm 2 Luton 
0: bank* 3 Bristol cay t WWford 3 MhE* 
0. ra Mnidi Ctap ooatod iwnd; Svndoriand 
1 BmMniii fV- Bn u raOrtVMIIh 5 PortBTYaitil 


lBimi^BinO: Bournemouth 2 Portsmcutti 
.1. Second romid raptayto Soumsnd * 
Qjshdwi 0: WateaS 2 ManeftasW C«y A 


Ra^ry 1 «mgu<* 

The pendulum should swing back to- 
wards the fine's defensive arts next 
season foUomgan ageement between 
Sups League coaches and the refer- 
ees' control director, Greg McCollum. 
A meeting at Headlngey yesterday at 
which all 12 dubs were represented 
came out In favour of changes at the 
pJ$Mhe-tell that will make fie toutfier 
for the side In possessor In futue, the 
defendngsidewOlbeafiowedtDCom- 
piete the tackle and the pteyerwith the 
bell will have to get back on to his feet 
before restarting play. In other changes 
for nett season a pfeyerjumplng to cateh 
the bafl cannot be wtted until he lands 
and referees will not have to send play- 
ers off automatically for tripping. 


Rugby Union 

Coventry are recommending that mem- 
bers vcoe at tomonew’s em^gsney gsn- 
eral meeting for a proposal submitted 
by the Laander property company. It 
promises the dub a mow to a new sta- 
dkan. In addition to guaranteeing toem 
£lm from a share issue. The move Is 
a setback to Cowntry Oty Footoel Club, 
who had hoped to take over. 


ALPINE WORLD CUP MwTc ■tatorn [Madoo- 
na di Canptfkt, It): 1 T Sykora (Aub Iran 
37*Csec: a ATorada Pt) 13a 48; 3 S ln»E 


<F» 13&52: 4 S Voprlretfer (AM) 1:38.60; 
B J KowOcMru I3a7& GA Wtocffivwenj 
7 M Hansson tSwei 139.01; 8 K 
Kmura Uaosn) 1:39.05: 9 Yptno (FW 

139.10: 10 M Nana Du 1^9^): ll « Vbn 

Giuartun (SwlOl^SJe 12- C Mayer lAUTJ. 
K A Aamodt Wort 1:39.43. Orana malora 


•twxflncc («ftar One raertk l«ui 

230ms: 2 T Stangasanger (A un 14) 3- r 
(Nor). Aamodt 132. S Kosr 111: B 
Arms 96: 7 M Trtscher lAut) 85; 8 Mmua 
83; 9 VOgdwW 81: 10 Torntia 80. Dvaral 


Palace had two players dis- 
missed after the flare-up a( the 
end of the 1-1 draw. 

Jurgen Klinsmann’s falling 
out with Bavern Munich looks 
to have reached a point of no 
return with the 32-ycar-oId for- 
mer Tottenham striker asking to 
be released before bis contract 
expires next June. Klinsmann 
has criticised the tactics of 
coach Giovanni Trapattoni and 
has had a biucr feud with the 
captain. Lothar Matthaus. 


SKI HOTLINE 


Around the resort* 


Latest snow and weather reports 

from 180+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax: 


0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


Goff 

Britain's L aura Davies was named p lay- 
er-crf- the-year at the LPGAs annual 
awards In New 'folk. AnnSa Sorenstam 
hadthekxmstscoringneragaandKar- 
rie Webb was rookie of the year 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


At-a-gfance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts world- 
wide: 

0897500 601 


AUSTRIA 

Atrffach,,, ...Good powder « as levels 

Qraii — Good lad packed 

E biWM — .Very gxrd. pOAdav snow 

CANADA 


Germans 


snap up 
Dundee 


The South Africau-bom strik- 
er Scan Dundee has been grain- 
ed German citizenship, clearing 
the way for him to play for the 
national side. 

Dundee, who was also court- 
ed by the Republic of Ireland 
when it was learned his grand- 
parents were Irish, plays for the 
German club Karlsruhe and is 
the Bttndrsliga 's lop scorer this 
season with 13 goals. 

He applied for citizenship us- 
ing a special fast-track method 
reserved for cases of “public in- 
lercsU" with the German Fed- 
eration supporting his move. 

The National coach Berti 
Vogts has expressed a strong in- 
terest in the 23-ycar-old 
Dundee, nicknamed “Croco- 
dile”. who has lived in Germany 
for four years; but his decision 
to apply for German citizenship 
sparked outrage m his native 
country where some politicians 
accused him of turning his back 
on South Africa - who eventu- 
ally abandoned efforts to per- 
suade him to join their World 
Cup squad. 

The German Interior Min- 
istry had to agree to the deci- 
sion to grant hftn citizenship, 
even though rules normally 
specify lOyears’ residence, as he 
fulfilled minimum conditions for 
naturalisation of top sports per- 
ormers, who were accepted as 
exceptional cases a year ago. 

The Romanian captain Ghe- 
oxghe Hagj will quit the national 
side unless the Romanian Foot- 
ball Federation’s press officer is 
dismissed. Hap, who plays for 
the Thrkish side Galatasaray, 
said the federation spokesman, 
Sorin Satmari, had fabricated an 
interview with him published in 
the popular Bucharest daily 
Ziua at the weekend. 

T am not going to turn up for 
the national team because Sat- 
mari published an interview 
which never took place," Hagi 
said “Everything he had me say- 


ing was made up.” 

Ziua quoted Hagi as saying 
his former club Steaua Buch- 
arest, who have been national 
champions for four successive 
seasons and lead the way again 
this term, were badly managed 
and were driving lop players out 
of the country tty paying poor 
salaries. 

A car dealer in the United 

Arab Emirates has bought all the 

tickets for tbe semi-finals and fi- 
nal of tbe Asian Gup to give them 
away to the public at their show- 
rooms in the country. The car 
dealers paid one million UAE 
dirhams (£175,000) for them. 




2 Sytara 282; 3 Aanw# 256: 4 \Anauax$n 
23i 5S Locfw ISwty 215; 6 M^ret 207: 7 
J Stjoor (Aui) 179: 8 Kosr 177: 9- G Mad- 
er (ALTO. F Nyberg (Swel 168. Nation* Cup 
cwnl stndkigs (own and woman): IAib- 
na 3.018ns; 2 Getneiy 1.453;3lBfciail; 
4 9*ttwrtarel L183; S Franra 1.173; 8 
way 829; 7 Sweden 758; 8 Sowrta 538; 9 
Russo 331: 10 US 307. 


Tennis 

Andre Agassi, the former Wtinbledon 
champion, has announced he win play 
for the United States tn ttw Dbvb Ctfo 
first-round match against Brad in Sao 
Paulo m February, tt would be Agassi's 
first Dave Cup action since injuring fus 
shouMer in a 1995 semi-final match 
against Sweden. The US team has not 
officially been named by the captain Tom 
Gulllkson, and Agassi said he was not 
sure whether he had jumped the gun 
m announcing that he would play. The 
World No 1 Pete Sampras has already 
announced he wil not play m the first 
round of the Davis Cup. 
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Pal .Good on ww slopes 

Pa* da ta Caaa ..Fraw, powdary everywhere 


70 300 Bngritsun 
110 160 auesUn 


30 70 MoaJy sunny 
25 45 ftecast I 

40 70 Sure* 


Laka L ooted M tjpe o( poatierr^Domed 

Tr an ti l— t ...- ,._Po*deriPachaa dowobt 


108 116 
m m 


WOfBD CUP South Afflericani 8D«M 
[Buenos Afee# 1 (B*dB- 


Ice boefcey 

Wnpton Hawks have stwfed Off doarre 
after coming up With a successful re- 
structuring plan. The players' wags bill 
mil be cut by 15 per cent end the Null 
dub has headed off a projected 
£56.000 toss on the season. 

NHL' Tampa Bw « Morareal 2; NY Rang* 
5 Hantad 2: nbw Jeoeji 5 Calory 0. 
EASTERN COtfStENCE 
NORTHEAST DIVtStON 

W L T 6 F GAPTS 

HratfanJ 1A 10 8 » 94 34 

8dMa 14 2 89 88 32 

PtttefeirA -14 14 3 108 105 31 

S r 12 18 5 109 llfi 29 

Boston-. 10 15 5 SI 107 25 

OtteMa 8 14 7 74 92 23 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Cell SKI FAX - the ski facts: 
0897 300 301 


SKICODES 


The number of players sent 
off in Monday’s two Scottish 
Cup repfays. Hunfiy -had three 
off (including the former 
Chelsea defender Doug 
I Rougvie) In their 3-2 defeat 
i at Cfyde, as did Albfon Roveis 
| in their 4-0 loss at Forfar. 


For a fax list of 1 SOi- 
resort codes: 

0990 100 843 

CafcDOBl witocMmMMDMiianraLCptein 


FRANCE 

Alpe D*Huez Fresn and msdery 

Cti aa onlx .Good condnioro Of) Oder 

La CIubsz „...Good upper slopes 

rotur 

Canazel Good condnion tirroo^BUt 

Cantnia .&eat ai an levete 

CDMare — Frasn and powdery 

SWITZHtLAW 

Davos Z .Supernal 06 levers “ 

So» Fee — ...Dry and powtey snow 

UNtTE) STATES 


90 260 Coltfsun 

70 275 FM 
105 165 CcMr^unny 


30 100 Dryftunny 

200 330 Fra I 
150 200 Snow ! 


30 100 Pan cloudy 
70 350 Mainly taw 


Aspen ~_.„P»def/Pact«d powder 

Besver Creek _PoMJer'Pad«l powder 


120 125 Snow/doudy 
105 135 Ooudy/wnw 
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Wembley in 2000 

Mike Rowbottom on the £230m 
transformation, page 20 


1 ? T~n7.fTF.MBEB 199* • THEINPEPEND: 

Alan Watkins 

feels sorry for 
• jack Rowell; page 20 






Mansell rejects his com 



Motor racing 

DERICK ALLSOP 

Nigel Mansell bas decided 
against making a return to For- 
mula One with Jordan- 
Feugcot next season. The 43- 
year-old former world champi- 
on delivered his verdict 
yesterday, explaining he did not 
have enough lime for the job. 

M arise IL who tested for the 
team at Barcelona lost week, 
said: H I thoroughly enjoyed the 


test and the professorial ism and 
atmosphere <?f the team was as 
good as any I have worked with. 
Having seen their facility, and the 
1997 car, I believe the team can 


come serious contenders. 

“The idea of the tea was orig- 
inally to have some fun but my 
natural, competitive instinct 
took over, and a return to For- 
mula One became a serious pos- 
sibility. However, alter 
consultations, with my family 
and business advisers. 1 quick- . 


ly came to realise - that- my 
schedule would not permit me 
to give sufficient time to die Jor- 
dan team and their sponsors." 

It most be assumed Mansell 
was unconvinced about the po- 
tential of an alliance with Jor- 
dan, or that he was dissatisfied 
with their terms. He was seek- 
ing £5m to drive next year while 
Jordan were insisting on a per- 
formance-related deal. 

Eddie Jordan, the team own- 
er, said: “I beBeve Nigel can still 
be a winner, but I appreciate the 


honesty of his decision. The 
door will always be-open for him 
at Jordan.” 

So it may stHl not be all over, 
but the djances of Mansell eve r 
returning to Formula One now 
appear remote. This decision 
could prolong the grand prix ca- 
reer of another Englishman, 
Martin Brundle. The 37-year-old 
win also bavc to accept a pay- 
for-points scheme, although at 
lower rates than Mansell. Also 
in contention is die Italian Gi- 
ancarlo FisichellA, 


Motonsport's governing body, 

FIA, are mounting a concerted 

campaign to avert a boycott of 

racing in Italy, following the 

M 1 — > -- j — - 1 ■*— * 


against Frank Williams and five, 
others over the death of Ayrton 
Senna at Imola in 1994. 

Williams have 'declared their 
intention to contest the charges 
and, in a statement yesterday, 
HA said: ‘The best legal ^advice 
is that the six will be acquitted." . 
-• . Ken Tyrrell has called for a 
meeting of fellow FI team own- 


ers; white Flavin Brfatore, the 

pnlian managing director of 
Benetton, has already said his 
pam will not raoe m Italy if 
char ges are upheld. That mes- 
sage will doubtless be perco- 
iaung through the oomdorsof 


-puuuixu, ■■ 

mg power in Italy, and the m- 
tervention o# the-FIAS 
president, Max Mosley, is de- 
signed to accelerate the process- 
Yesterday’s statement, said: 

“The difficulty that FIA. now 
faces is persuading interna- 


tional officials to carry oulthor 
fanctions at Italian events. The 
presence of itnemstipnal offi- 
cials is essential if a race c« ral- 

. ly is to form part of an 
international championship. 

Hjeremayalsobecfiffiaillypa'- 

? n»fTing competitors from opt- 
side Italy to participate.”-. - 
Mosley has sent what is te- 
scribed as “an urgent memo- 


- mk it to the Italian GcNemnffl 
; Modeysaid: “Whatever the ot 

- come, no other, country is 
. voNed and the Rimuila-' 

wadd championship will not 
affected; norwiUche wqrid » 
European rally champion *' 
Meanwhile, Lola Jaave i 
the Brazilian driver Ri 
Rosset and the Italian Vi 
zoSospiri for next seaspn. 
■ Ttetaco have agreed a £12 
deal withTTV tone the 



of Italy and asked them totrafis-* the next three years: 


FIRST TEST: Silverwood in line for debut as England face the danger of defeat by their least exp erienced intemationai^opppne 

Atherton tries 
to play down 
the pressure 


i 


DEREK PRINGLE 

reports from Bulawayo 

It is seven years since Michael 
Atherton first visited Zimbab- 
we with England A and an- 
nounced himself as a Test 
captain in the waiting. Tbday, 
when he leads England against 
Zimbabwe for the first Thst at 
Queen’s Sports club here, he 
will break Peter May’s record of 
35 consecutive Test appear- 
ances as captain. A cause for 
hearty celebration were it not 
for the knife-edge English crick- 
et currently teeters on above the 
morass. 

Of course, whether or not 
Atherton goes on to break 
May’s all-time record of 41 
Tests as captain, depends large- 
ly, if not entirely, on the outcome 
of this match. Win here and the 
series at least is safe. Lose and 
he will have to bear the conse- 
quences of precipitating English 
cricket into crisis. 

Atherton, however, an ad- 


^ T „ •*; , 

M m last 10 mm Cntfand bmm n&m cams 
fc*t* ft* 

Hramar. (hep Aon#** on to mnw* wta 
vttan Hctn n 0 m aponttf hut 
sunwwi m ff 

Fi«*» Ten ®n«D«nen Entfand 458 AT7-3; tm- 

IMU348A2&2 

Dtfana nonbfmim wfctee 

ana MrtM JM. 

PMOSTAN 1987-88 

FoM Test OaiwreK tngMnd 175 & 130: P»- 
s»n392 

Pahsan wtn trt « MiHngi arid 8T nm 

Cafaadloatamrlmal-C 

MEW ZEALAND 1M7-88 

rvn ten (OnsUhuchl: En0and 3 IS A 150: 

Now Zeeland USB A 130-4 

MMtft drawn 

1 a rt — drawn 

WEST TOKE3 1B88-90 

FMTbh iKngBtKi, JinuMMl: WW BMCS 184 

&2dO.rr0anl3H&4Vl 

CnOend imn 6| me MeAes 

P i 0mni ktar eerfra J-l 

MBnuwinui 

F*o Ten .Basoenei: England 19* A 114; Aus- 
M 152 A 1570 
f ngund loot a* Ben wkms 
£ n#MMf toft Mrfee M 


mirably cussed fellow when the 
occas ion suits, is having none of 
it, publicly refuting the symbolic 
magnitude of today’s occasion. 
“Every Test match ‘is important 
nowadays, none particularly 
more than others,” he said at 
yesterday’s press conference. “At 
the end of the day, it's a crick- 
et match to be enjoyed and 
hopefully played well and well 
be doing our utmost to win." 

As a rule, England tend to 
play their best and most inspired 
cricket when coming from be- 
hind - though it is usually when 
they are too for behind for it to 
have any bearing on a series. 
Just once, however, you would 
think they could get in a pre- 
emptive strike, particularly 
against the likes of Zimbabwe, 
a team whose patina of keen- 
ness is matched only by a tinge 
of greenness, at this level. 

Damp behind the ears they 
may be. but Zimbabwe are re- 
ally revved up for this en- 
counter, claiming they would 
rather beat England than any- 


NEW 2BUND 2M&42 

Pm Test (CMmtuelft England 580: nm 

ZooMM 312 A 264 

En0m*l won tar an Mngi mi tour rum 
Ehgfend won fatal 241 
mow 1882.88 

F<sTrat(CWcuna): India 371 A 82-2; Ene^PKl 
183 * 286 

Mto*cntoyatfK<*m 
P^TfM oi t fatal 3-0 
Sffl IAMCA19S293 

Ontf T«R (Qoton«Mi: Entfand 380 A228: Sn 

Lanka 489 A 142-5 

Sri Lanka nor Or ha wtitets 

WEST MME8 18834M 

Rut T**t (Kngnon. James): Entfand 234 A 

2S7; Was hdwa 407 A 95-2 

Mat mm won by atftf nfcftws 

Ervand kv aarin 3-2 

AUSTRALIA 1994-85 

FVaTME(Brtcb0nc}:Aufsaka426A248-Sdae 
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England hat xvfai 3-1 

SOUIM ARKA 199MA 
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one else. A situation Atherton, 
only half-joking, reckons is be- 
cause of “Our imperial past, 
which eveiyone wants to kick us 
in the teeth for.” 

Empire, no doubt inspired 
the Churchillian speeches that 
David LJoyd uses as motiva- 
tional aids, which presumably 
work for some. Yet, if ever 
there was a right time for the 
England captain to invoke the 
bulldog equivalent of Imran 
Khan’s famous “fight tike cor- 
nered tigers” speech, it is now. 
Incredibly, on that occasion 
Pakistan, who were on the verge 
of being eliminated from the 
1992 World Cup, were trans- 
formed. And three inspired 
performances later, the trophy 
was theirs. 

Unfortunately, England 
rarely play their cricket tike that, 
which is why Zimbabwe may 
have the beating of them 
through a mental stalemate, 
with England's largely per- 
centage players being out-per- 
centaged by an organised team 
on pitches too slow for per- 
centage play. That is a situation 
certam individuals like Stewart, 
Knight, Hussain and Gough 
must now attempt to rise above 
and conquer. 

Unlike Zimbabwe, England 
did not know their 11 last night. 
As they are picking only from 
12, and the pitch looks brown 
and flat, they intend playing 
both spinners. The final bowl- 
ing place being contested by 
Andy Caddtek and Chris Sil- 
verwood. 

According to Atherton, both 
have bowled well: surely some- 
thing of a snap judgement, con- 
sidering Silverwood's deeds 
have been restricted to a cou- 
ple of one-day games; while 
Caddick. when returning for 
second and -third spells, has 
more resembled a camel loping 
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ACROSS 

" Nose is ».« broken in serjp 

•I A French .in p.iir. tor uum- 
nlo. iv .ipprehenvisc 
II J !>|V nl sljp. - fur .-Ilf hhtll 
Hir>banti, s.i> ! [51 
1 ] .Might and trip in gmund ap- 
rrivivii i SI 

12 injured, inn lame to go off in 

S hy (5, 

nt dnnk fur a man on 
lvvinl iM 

lb Bulletin airerafi? 10) 

IS Revovcied hum fever and 
ewesshe liuking \ 14] 

2«l MediLs 4*1 keeping h41erv in? 
(S) 

22 Countn needs hintest man 
I o lead (5 1 

24 W«ilkc«l rcguliuh in Dorse! 
WH'ft vhl 


25 Swect-smelhng gift in pay- 
ment (SI 

DOWN 

1 In wrabut he makeb a 

S eat sacrifice iKl 
raw almost set in mo- 
tion (4) 

J Biased daughter supports 
orwAtto) 

4 High water for Jack Paint 
kM 

5 Relations spot this block- 
age of arten? { 7-3) 
b Digs with a chunk of 
w\*od (b) 

Si Rcpul’licans here sip or- 
ange avkluil (9) 

13 Sitting on m> father's 
land, malting nrnsic7 ( ID) 
14 Nude, oddly, widi eiolhiug 
icmiTved from middle? 

19) 



I? Canon imprisons feliou^ in 
rusideniial Hock (8) 
lb Narcotic consumed after 
eailiebiwork(h) 

W Twice -bitten Pecksniff girl? 
( 6 ) 

21 Carrying cargo, but not 
having left port (4) 


ihg L*ft port (4) 
Uaborator for a I 


for a full vear 






Playing ball: Ian Botham, left, converses with Chris Sflvurwood during not practfce In Bulawayo yostertfay 


into one of the hot dry har- 
mattans that blow off the Kala- 
hari than an opening bowler 
with, mayhem on bis mind. 

If Silverwood does make his 
Test debut, the 21-year-old 
Yorkshireman will be the 
youngest Englishman to do SO 
since Somerset's Mark Latfaweli 
in 1993. His subsequent foil 
from contention either serves as 
an appropriate example of poor 
seiectorial judgement, or high- 
lights the paucity of our first- 
dass system. Perhaps it is both. 

Interestingly, Zimbabwe 


claim to want to field first 
should they win the toss, a tac- 
tic, they believe, will give their 
bowlers the best opportunity to 
be fresh for two innings. You 
cannot enforce the follow-on if 
you bat second and these days 
Test cricket (except when the 
Wimbledon final . is on) has 
done away with rest days. 

Unless it is complete kidol- 
ogy, or there are gremlins 
lodged secretly within the pitch, 
it sounds daft: and it could play 
into England’s hands, should 
the pitch wear with England 


having'gosted afirst-foningsto- . . 

•It would be just what Ather- 
ton’s team needs, if only to de- 
tract from the management’s 
fuzzy logic oyer bringing cover 
for Ronnie Irani He has had hiS 

injured bade Injected and has 
been given a 10-day period to 
prove his bowling fitness In 
time for the second Ifest on 26 
December, a match that Craig 
White, who flies in as Iranfs 
cover on 23 December; may also 
be available for. : - 

The options are stage and, . 


with only 12 piea to select! 
from, England may sob-con?*? 
sdously be giving themselves an x 
excuse. If so, (hey are iriserious 
danger of playing, below their- - 
potential, ana aflorosg Zxfr 
oabwe the recognition they 
crave. 

. So far this has been arcurious 

and cRarnhnKr trip. England, 
have supposedly never been 
fitter, but all the aqua training 
they did in the Algarve’s swim- 
ming pools has done them fit- 
tie good In a land-locked 
country. If ft were not for the 


ph<3^^£.'div^ ,%fhsori/Aflspoct 


expeSenoed.team 
ih world cricket, EnglancFstour 
wed have taken cm the 
pectof a Joe Orton force: ebaqs 
at the start, an uncertain mitt 
die, and a potentially apoc£ 
lyptic ending. I 

Engtuid (ftomj: N V Knqtfic, M A AtfiertPS-tcaj® 

A J Stewart (**W3. N Hussain. G B ThSpe, w 
Qawtoy . ROB CnriU D Qou0k A RhHttqL 
P C a Tuftma, A 0 Muwv, C E W SilSfimo^ 
ZhnlMfcMK e W RM«r, S V CraWe. A DS 
Carrvbd (ant). DLHoujhttn, AfloiWW* 
ACVMBlar r ajMMU8 r PAS0H«.K»f3n« 

E A Brandos, H KOtonoL 1 

UniAraclRttiiaonlZSrnjravlRSOunneff^ 

West Indies win at last, pagejS.- 


New boys anxious to 
make up for lost time 


In all the kerfuffle over Eng- 
land’s seemingly inexplicable 
start to their tour of Zimbab- 
we, (he shortcomings of Mike 
Atherton’s side have been un- 
endingly and embarrassingly 
analysed and dissected. At the 
some time, Zimbabwe seem to 
have been dismissed in almost 
patronising terms. 

Zimbabwe are (be newest 
recruits to Test cricket and. just 
like Sri Lanka before them, it 
has taken them time to find their 
feet at this leveL Unsurprising- 
ly, like Sri Lanka too, they have 
prospered more in the one-day 
game than in Test matches. 
They have for some time been 
a force in limited-overs cricket. 
In the World Cup in England in 
1984, for example, they beat 
Australia convincingly at Trent 
Bridge, and came close to beat- 
ing India at Tunbridge Wells. 

It is no secret that England 
voted against Zimbabwe's ele- 
vation to Test status in 1991, 
which underlines the irony of 
the present situation. There 
was a feeling in world cricket, 
however, that if Zimbabwe were 
not then made full members of 


Zimbabwe must be 
taken seriously, 
says Henry Bkrfeld 
in Bulawayo 

the International Cricket Coun- 
cil the game there might easily 
have withered and died. 

It was a sort of last-chance sa- 
loon for them, therefore, but 
how well they have grasped 
this opportunity. The game 
flourishes although it is stID very 
much a minority sport and is 
largely an S litis t, white man's 
game. Apart from Henry don- 
ga, the fast howler who is almost 
certnin to play, (he side for (he 
first Test will be made up en- 
tirely of white players. 

However, the next generation 
who are new at school are in- 
creasingly having the opportu- 
nity to play and, by all accounts, 
are jumping at the chance. If the 
West In dian example is anything 
to go by, as it surety must be, die 
composition of Zimbabwean 
.sides in 10 years or so should be 
veiy different, 
ui the meantime, cricket in 


Zimbabwe, In spctc^tif 
ed recruitment basfe, prospers 
and undoubtedly the hjre ofm- 
teraationaJ cricket has been' 
one of the reasons. No one pre- 
sent at the Queen's dub cm Sun- 
day could have failed to have 
been imposed by the efficien- 
cy of then sde, even if ihear bat- 
ting faltered near the end. 

Yet there players ccmtinne to 
be referred to patronisinrfy as 
“only” part-timers. Eddo Brau- 
des is indeed a chicken fanner, 
Andy Writer a tobacco fortran; ' 
and GuyWhittaU a big game 
hunter. This has been stressed 
to suggest they spend more of 
their time in gumboots -with ; 
forks or gnns in their hands than 

Lhey do on the cricket field. That 
way, England's humiliation 
sounds the more dreadful. 

But the fact is that this Zim- 
babwean -side is an extremely 
professional outfit, not a. col- 
lection of part timers, and they 
are about to take Zimbabwe 
into their first Test Match, 
against England, shamefully 
delayed by the old TCCB, with 
a real chance of victory. They 
must noc.be under-estimated. 


Maths . ’ ‘ . ;; 
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Court dismisses 

Rugby Union match be twee 


referee’s appeal 


The Court of Appears decision 
yesterday that a referee was to 
blame for crippling injuries suf- 
fered by the teenager Ben 
Smoldon has widespread im- 
plications for rugby union. 

The referee, Staffordshire of- 
ficial Michael Nolan, 54, had his 
appeal against an earlier High 
Court ruling dismissed. Smokton. 
now 22, wiff spend the rest of his 
life in a wheelchair after break- 
ing his neck when a scrum col- 
lapsed during an under-19 colts 


match between Sutton Cold- 
field and Burton more than five 

years aga. The High Court ruled 

last April that Nolan did not ex- 
ercise reasonable care and skilJ 
in refereeing the scrums. Be- 
tween 18 ami 24 scrums collapsed 
at various stages of the game. 

The RFU said the ruling 
had “extended the scape of 
potential liability for sporting of- 
ficials, and this must have im- 
plications for the playing and 
refereeing of the game. 

“The position would seem to 
be that, if in the opinion of the 
Court, the standard of care ap- 


plied by the officials condoning 
a game, for whatever reason, 
even inexperience, falls below 
the standard of care the Court 
deems appropriate, they may be 
held liable for any injuries 
whkfr may resulL Our first and 
foremost concern is for the 
safety of all partitipanls in the 
game. This we shall continue to 
strive for to our utmost ability.” 

The court case has shown that 
refereeing a physical contact 
sport had now become a risky 
bosmessinterms of insurance re- 
quirements and potential dam- 
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